| NTRCDUCTI ON

The material contained herein has been conpiled from the
m nut e books of Eagle Rock Lodge, #19, and fromthe printed annual
reports of the Grand Lodge of |daho. Copi es have been nade from
the printed material by several authors, bearing on the activities
of the Masonic O der in |daho.

No originality is clained for any of the matter treated in
these pages. Activities of the Lodge & its nmenbers with narratives
of the settlement of the Upper Snake R ver Valley, taken from the
files of newspapers and other sources has been included as nmany of
the nenbers were active in the comunity, thus the growh of the
surroundi ng country as well as the town called "Eagle Rock" - now
| daho Falls, can be traced through these sources.

Begi nning with the petition, signed by 11 Masons on Jan. 20t h,
1886 to the present tine, a substantial growh has been noted
during the past 44 years; during the earlier years of the Lodge
there were tines when a quorum was not possible. Wth the steady
growmth of the community Eagle Rock Lodge has grown also and the
Lodge is classed as one of the substantial ones in the State of
| daho.

| daho Falls, J. A Harrington
| daho.
1930






A Tribute to the First Lodge Menbers in Idaho Falls.

"He fought a good fight; he finished his course; he kept the
faith", said Apostle Paul.
The first menbers enjoyed this life & regarded the world as a

beaut i f ul

place to live in, and were in no hurry to |eave

stil

they did not fear death - they cared not how soon it canme, nor how
| ong del ayed. They had a religion - a religion of |ove and service
to their fell ow nen.

They were preparing for those who were to follow -
unconsciously - calling to mnd the character portrayed in

"THE BRI DGE BU LDER'

An ol d man, going a | one highway,

Cane at the evening, cold and gray,

To a chasmvast and deep and w de,

The old man crossed in the twilight dim
The sullen streamhad no fear for him

"dd man", said a fellow pilgrimnear

"You are wasting your strength with building here;
Your journey will end with the endi ng day,

You never again will pass this way;

You' ve crossed the chasm deep and w de,

Wiy build you this bridge at eventide?"

The builder lifted his old gray head,

"Good Friend, in the path I have cone,"” he said,
"There followeth after ne today

A yout h whose feet nust pass this way.

This chasmthat has been as naught to ne,

To that fair-haired youth may a pitfall be;

He, too, nust cross in the twilight dim-

Good friend, | ambuilding this bridge for hinf

per haps






THE FI RST MASONS IN EAGLE ROCK AND VI NI TY

The first settlers of Eagle Rock perhaps did not intend to found a
city. They had no thought of casting their |lot and permanently living
here, in a place so far renoved from all of their friends, |oved ones
and in a place unlikely to be confortable and endurable as they had
known it in other places.

By scratching the surface of nother earth, taking the hidden
wealth that was found there, or perhaps through business dealings, or
from freighting, farmng on a small scale, stock raising and kindred
pursuits they hoped to accunulate their plenty and could then return to
their former hones.

After arriving here, entering into sone of the various |ines of
profitable endeavor, the nountains and plains kept them within their
enbrace and they began to listen to the songs of the running waters,
admred the endl ess nountain peaks, saw the fertility of the soil and

established new friendships, wuntil they becane permanent fixtures,
per haps unconsciously, thus they stayed, others did as these had done,
until something dawned on them that they were in a new hone, yet

unwilling to return to the scenes of their childhood. Thus our town and
surroundi ng country was settl ed.

There were those who lived outside of the |aw hi ghwaynen, and
t hose whose nanes were soon forgotten. Their days were short, and
through their very |aw essness did they place the names of the good
citizens on the record as being opposed to the willful disregard for
organi zed | aw.

Good nen were not the only builders. W nust not forget the good
worren who braved the storny nountain passes, the uninviting plains and
endured hardships for the love of their helpmate, nor nmust we forget
that they were the Mthers of so many future citizens who were the
future builders of the state. There are not many of them left, and
while we see the fruit of their |abors about us and admre them for
their vision, fidelity, and courage - Queens in their honmes - we |anent
that a witten record has not been left by them to give us their
intimate view of the conditions under which they |ived.

The activity of these people here devel oped the resources of our
state, and the trail of the Indian becanme the wagon road of the pioneer,
soon to be followed by the lines of polished steel, bringing new
settlers and the conforts of civilization until at this day we are
unable to realize the hardships of the early settler.

Few remain to remind us that the changes of tine has wought nmany
benefits and conforts. From the days of the ox team packhorse and
stagecoach to the railroad, aeroplane, telegraph, tel ephone, radio, auto
and all of the nodern blessings of life is indeed sonmething for us to
ponder over.

Foundi ng Masonry was not an easy task. By reading the records of
the lodge we are remnded that trials, censure, suspensions and
expul sions were made in an effort to keep the standing of Masonry on its
hi ghest plane. A |odge was not a reformatory, anyone who would not |ive
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up to its principles, was, after council with other nmenbers, soon cast
off if he did not alter his ways.

And yet we find a generous charity dispensed to the needy and a
readi ness to assist the lodge and its nenbers when call ed upon.

That these nen were strong-mnded 1is apparent, a rugged
envi ronnent only strengthened and brought out the best in them the weak
fell by the wayside.

EARLY RECOLLECTI ONS
As told by GEORGE R STORER
(Grand Master of |daho, 1898)

"I have nmade no witten notes, what | have to say is from nenory
only, and may not be entirely correct. As | recall, the credit for
starting Eagle Rock # 19 should be given to A Taylor,

WB Geen, J C Anderson, & _ difford. (The last naned was the
manager of the Anderson Bros. store). These nen called a neeting of the
Masons in Eagle Rock, which was held in the Railroad Machi ne Shop, (now
the Mlner Apts. corner of Park Ave. and D Sts) and after due
exam nati on of each other they decided to apply for a charter fromthe
| daho Grand Lodge. "

"The first hall they used was in a two story building in what was
known as Conpany Row (the railroad). The building was at that tine
occupied by Bro. Beecraft and the railroad allowed Beecraft to renove
the partition in the upper story so it could be converted into a |arge
room or hall for neetings. This hall was used jointly, by the Misons
and the Odd Fel |l ows. "

"After the railroad shops left ldaho Falls a quorum was hardly
possible to get, as nost of the nenbers noved to Pocatello when the
shops were noved there."

"Afterward we net south of the tracks on Eagle Rock St. in a two

story building, we used the upper floor, over a butcher shop. The
bui | di ng was owned by a man named Tautphaus. | think we paid $10. 00 per
month rent. | think we noved there about the 17th of August 1887. The

hall or room did not have an ante room the Tyler sat on the steps
out si de the door."

As told by GH Storer and Wn S Lyl e

"During the early days it seened all who did not belong to the LDS
bel onged to the Masons. Recalling nanmes and occupati ons,

Jas. H Bean was the R R doctor; H H Snyder had a store at Spencer;
Wn A Wodin was the R R foreman, water supply; Geo. W Spencer R R
section foreman; W J Adans, rancher at Roberts (then Market Lake); F M
Shoenaker, Probate Judge; Peter MIling, R R conductor; Martin Petrie,
| andowner near Roberts, was County Cerk at Blackfoot; J B Cutshaw,
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rancher, Roberts (Market Lake) and was the Sheriff in Fremont Co.; G R
Htt, worked in bank, was a brother-in-law of Mnnie Htt, the cashier
in Anderson Bros. Bank; Frank Htt was her husband; B J Briggs was an
attorney; Wesley B Geen, R R agent; H L Beacraft, tool roomR R C H
Cark, a printer, left here and went to San Diego; E L Goodenough,
carpenter on R R under Hawl ey, the foreman; Tom Howard, machinist RR D
A Tayl or, machini st; John Dwyer, conductor; A Myes, nmachinist and | ater
agent R R Saml. Twist, carpenter shop; G H Storer, room ng house and
pool hall; John @enn, a partner in dry goods store near old bridge (Ad
Cty Hall) Geo A Pheaster, R R conductor; Bert Chapman R R engi neer; Whn
Kell ey, foreman, blacksmth R R F La Rue, doctor; W Thos Snmth,
attorney; F E Jones, rancher near Shelley, was sheriff; Spencer Howard,
machinist; H F Butner, doctor; Frank C Bowenan, bookkeeper, was PGM of
st at e. Hans Larsen, carpenter with Chas. Werman; Wn S Lyle, lived at
Roberts, drove 18 mles to |odge, and return sane distance. Many cane
sim !l ar distances."

"Waen | first applied for nmenbership" said Wn S. Lyle," | was not
accepted. | applied again, the one who opposed ne came all the way from
Pocatello to vote for ne, 50 mles each way, to Eagle Rock (Idaho
Falls). Men had strong likes and dislikes in those days."



GRAND LODGE OF | DAHO
AF &AM

HI_STORI_CAL

In Septenber, 1867, Conmittees of Correspondence relative to
the formation of a Grand Lodge of Freemasons in Idaho Territory
were created fromthe four duly chartered Lodges, viz:

I daho No. 35, Boise No. 37, Placer No. 38, these Lodges were
hol ding Oregon registry charters and Pioneer No. 12, under the
jurisdiction of the Gand Lodge of Washington Territory.

I daho No. 35 was granted a dispensation on July 7, 1863, with
the foll ow ng:

Petitioners:

John A, Raynond, John Ray,

Henry All en, John W WI I i ans,
Henry C. Hubbel I, Jas. D. @Gl braith,
John B. AtKkins, Robert Lehman,

Samuel S. Rice,
Oficers Returned in June, 1864

J. A Raynond, WM J.B. Atkins, Treasurer.
Henry Allen, S W S.S. Rice, Secretary.
H C. Hubbell, J. W John Ray, Tyler.

Charter was granted June 21, 1864

May 25, 1865. This Lodge lost by the great fire in ldaho City,
records and furniture, Holy Bible and charter saved.

Loss estimated $1, 500.
Boi se Lodge No. 37--Dispensation issued April 1, 1865, wth
fol |l owi ng—

Petitioners:

J.W NMbore, Fred. Holtes,
R d ow, H. W Leach,
J.H Fairchilds, Jas. Agnew,
Thos. E. Logan, WH. Hoye,
M B. Bear, JW Giffin,
John Kenal |y, J. Hicks,
M Kelly.

Chartered June 20, 1865.

Oficers.

J. W More, WM R dow, S W

J.H Fairchilds, J. W
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No di spensation was issued to Placer Lodge No. 38, but charter
was granted by G and Lodge, June 20, 1865.

Fred. C. Rosevelt, WM

Charter Menbers Wre--

Jacob Loeb,

CGeorge T. Young, G Anderson,

Horati o Cushi ng,
Wn T. Atl ee,

W1 1liam Ml oney,
F. Packard,

E. Lane, Sel athiel Ridge.

Fred. C. Rosevelt, WM

Pi oneer Lodge No.

L. N. Brown,

Samuel B. Connelly,
N. C. Boat nan,

M chael M Cor m ck,
Leonard Pool e.

O ficers.

George T. Young, S. W

Jesse Bradford, J. W

12. --Di spensation issued June 7, 1865, from the
Most Worshi pful Grand Lodge of Washington, with the foll ow ng--

Petitioners:

Joshua Sanders,
Robert Jack,

Mat t hew Davi s,
James Freenan,

O ficers under Dispensation.

L.N. Brown, WM

Sanuel B. Connelly, S.W

N. C. Boatnan, J. W

Charter granted Septenber 21, 1865.
Oficers.
Samuel B. Connelly, WM M MCornmack, S. W
John Merrill, J. W

Owhee Lodge U. D--Dispensation issued July 21, A L. 1866,

the Grand Lodge of Oregon, Mdst Wrshipful A W Ferguson, G and

Mast er .

Lars P. M kkel son,
Sol. T. Anderson,
Henry Maguire,
John Wasson,

O H Purdy,

L. P. Mkkel son, WM

As a result of

Petitioners on D spensation.

B. M Davi s,
Val t er Brown,
Wn Robi nson,
A S Curtis,
D. Carrico.

O ficers.

Sol. T. Anderson, S.W
Henry Maguire, J. W

this latter novenent, the four chartered
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call ed a convention on Decenber 16, A L. 1867, at the Masonic Hal |,
in ldaho Cty, lIdaho Territory.
Owhee Lodge U.D. out of courtesy was admtted to a seat in the
prelimnary organi zation, and cast a vote.
Bro. CGeorge H Coe presided.
Bro. L.F. Cartee offered the follow ng resol ution:
Resol ved, That in the judgnent of this convention, |daho Lodge

No. 35, Boise Lodge No. 37, Placer Lodge No. 38, and Pioneer Lodge
No. 12, are legally constituted and chartered Lodges of Free and
Accepted Masons: and that the representatives of said Lodges are
aut hori zed and fully enpowered to organi ze a Grand Lodge in |daho.

Whi ch was adopt ed.

Decenmber 17, 1867. A Lodge of Master Masons was then opened under
the auspices of Idaho Lodge No. 35 for the purpose of organizing and
opening a Grand Lodge of Masons for |daho.

The constitution of the Gand Lodge of Oegon was adopted with
certain necessary anmendnents thereto.

A full corps of Gand Lodge officers were elected and install ed.
Bro. CGeorge H Coe was elected our first Gand Master of |daho.

The G and Lodge was opened in AVMPLE FORM for the first tineg,
Tuesday, Dec. 17, A L. 1867.

On Decenber 19, the respective charters were ordered returned to the
Mot her Grand Lodges. During the organization of the Gand Lodge in
| daho on Decenber 17th, 1867, new nunbers were assigned to the Lodges as
foll ows:

I daho No. 35 of Oregon Territory renunmbered No. 1

I daho No. 37 of Oregon Territory renunmbered No. 2

I daho No. 38 of Oregon Territory renunbered No. 3
and

Pi oneer No. 12 of Washington Territory received No. 4

The Grand Lodge has continued to neet in Annual Communication from
year to year since 1867.
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EARLY MASONI C HI STORY OF | DAHO
1862.

The origin and history of Masonry in ldaho is nmbst interestingly
told by Byron Defenbach, one of the prom nent Masons of the state, in a
recent issue of the Lew ston Tribune. In this article M. Defenbach
explains why, although Lewiston enjoys the distinction of having
organi zed the first Masonic lodge in lIdaho, Idaho Gty can claimto be
Masoni ¢ | odge No. 1. He says:

It has been thought that a brief recital of the origin and history
of the order in this state mght be of interest to the general public as
well as to menbers of the craft. It cannot be doubted that anong the
very earliest immgrants into lIdaho there were nen who were Masons, and
there are many unverified traditions of neetings in different places.

The period of our country's history at which our Msonic story
begins may perhaps be best inpressed upon the reader's mnd by the
rel ati on of contenporaneous events.

On Wednesday, Decenber 3, 1862, at 6:30 o' clock in the evening (as
the record has it) a Masonic orator named John F. Danon arose to his
feet in a small and well-guarded room in the village of dynpia,
Washington territory, and addressed his brethren there assenbled in
el oquent and i npassi oned words. He pleaded for loyalty to his country's
cause, deplored the great civil war then raging, and expressed the hope
that the great conflict should be the world's |last travail.

Fi rst Masonic Lodge in |daho.

During the very progress of this nmeeting a group of 12 nmen at the
junction of the Snake and Cearwater rivers in the adjoining wlderness
of Ildaho territory were awaiting official permssion to organize
thenselves into a Msonic | odge. Twenty days later, the desired
permssion canme as a Christmas gift, in the form of a dispensation
i ssued and signed by Thomas M Reed, grand master of the territory of
Washi ngt on. This dispensation marks the beginning of Iegal Masonic
organi zation in our state. Under its provisions eight of the 12 nen
were elected to the | odge offices. They were, in order of their rank
as follows:

W1 1liam Kauf nan, Master. D. | saacs.

F. G Schwat ka. R H Johns.

F.H Si mons. C. C. Bunnell
Joseph Lovenson S. Al exander

Thus equipped the |odge entered upon its legitimte work, and
sonetine in the summer of 1863 conferred the first Msonic degree ever
given by a legally constituted body in Idaho. The candidate was Gabri el
Rouche (sonetines spelled Rush) of Lewi ston. The follow ng year Rouche
took his remaining degrees, but fromthen on his nane does not appear in
our Masonic records, and it is assunmed that he has |ong since passed to
t he great beyond.
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The First Charter.

On Novenber 25, 1863, the Washington grand | odge was again in session.
G and Master Reed said:

"On the 23rd of Decenber, 1862, | granted a dispensation to open
and form a new lodge at Lewiston, Nez Perce County (now in Idaho
territory). The brethren there have erected a new and commobdi ous hall
and have gone to work with a true and earnest zeal, evidencing nuch
prosperity and useful ness.”

In accordance with M. Reed's recomendations, a charter was
granted to "Lew ston Lodge No. 10." It is indeed to be regretted that
the life of this organization was not continuous. In the nonth of July
1865, C.C. Bunnell, then naster of No. 10, deened it advisable to
surrender his charter, and his reconmendati on was approved. G and
Master Reed hinself had gone to Lew ston, and had been succeeded by Asa
L. Brown of Walla \Valla. In the latter's annual address this |anguage
w |l be found:

"It was ny intention to investigate the case of Lewi ston lodge in
person, but being assured by the master that a quorum of the | odge could
not be obtained, the nenbers being scattered through the mning
districts, | did not interfere in the matter." Thus Lewi ston |ost her
rights to be known as "No.1" when the new grand |odge should be
organi zed, and the craft had no |egal existence in that conmunity until
about eight years later.

O dest Existing Lodge in |daho.

On July 7, 1863, nore than six nonths after the |legal creation of
the | odge at Lew ston, a Masonic | odge was created at Bannock Gty, (now
Idaho Gty) in the then fambus mining district known as the "Boise
Basin. " This lodge was organized under the authority of the
jurisdiction of Oegon upon the recommendation of Waco |odge of the
latter state.

This lodge at Idaho Gty was originally No. 35 of Oregon; it l|ater
becane No. 1 of |daho, and has had a conti nuous exi stence.

Over this alleged infringenment of WAshington jurisdictional rights
on the part of Oregon there arose one of those friendly controversies so
frequent in Masonic history and so peculiar to that fraternity. During
its continuance O-egon created |lodge No. 37 at Boise and No. 38 at
Pl acerville, both in 1864, while Washington | egalized an organi zati on at
Pl acerville under the Washington nunber "12". Oregon also issued a
di spensation in Owhee |l odge at Silver Cty, in 1867.

It was at this stage of our Msonic history that the
representatives of these five lodges decided to end the little
di scussion by formng a grand | odge of their own. They accordingly net
and acconplished the work intended, and it is this event, the birth of
the grand | odge of Idaho, that was celebrated at Boise. The historic
meeting was called to order a 2 o' clock in the afternoon of Decenber 16,
1867, on the second floor of the oldest historic Masonic building in
| daho.
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This structure, a two-story frame one, is still regularly used.
It is at Idaho Gty, the county seat of Boise County, and is said to
enjoy the unique distinction of being the only building now in use in
which a Msonic grand |odge was born. In its front gable are the
nuneral s "1865," denoting the date of its erection.

The | odge room contains scores of relics of early Idaho history,
and its walls are covered with daguerrotypes and photos of past and
present nenbers. The pillars showmn in the views were nade by I ocal
Masons from nati ve woods, while the silver squares, conpasses and ot her
working tools were simlarly nade from honme products. At the east end
may be seen the inevitable mner's scales, upon which dues and fees,
paid in gold dust, were formerly weighed. At the west end are life size
drawings from the artistic hand of Ms. Jonas W Brown, who wth her
husband came from California to Idaho Gty in the very earliest days,
and who died in 1897 at Boi se.

It was in this room then, that the Idaho grand | odge was forned.
George H Coe of ldaho City was elected grand naster. The O egon
constitution was adopted alnobst in its entirety, substituting a blank
line in place of the word "Portland"” in fixing a place of neeting.
When, an hour later, the question of filling in this blank arose, there
began another of those harm ess di scussi ons which has never ended in the
ensui ng 50 years.

"Brot her Jonas Brown, "
filled by inserting the words 'ldaho Gty.

says the record, "noved that the blank be

Brot her Paul noved as an anmendnent that it be filled by the words
"Boise CGty,” The original notion carried, but a year |ater Boise won
out, and has alnost invariably been the neeting place since that tine.
Having conpleted the work for which it has been convened, the body
adjourned, and the Idaho grand | odge entered upon its career with four
subordi nate | odges in the Basin and one at Silver Cty, a total of 5.

It may be of interest to state that the Gand Lodge of
Massachusetts was organi zed in 1733, or 134 years before the G and Lodge
of ldaho was organized. In other words 134 years elapsed from the
organi zation of the G and Lodge in Massachusetts until Masonry was able
to claim enough lodges to form a Gand Lodge in this Territory, an
i ndi cation of the devel opnent and settlenment of this western country.
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EXTI NCT LODGES
Changes in | odges are noted as foll ows;

#4 Pi oneer, of Pioneer, Boise Co., organized in 1879, charter arrested
Sept. 10'", 1879, revoked by G and Lodge

#5 Omwhee, at Silver, Owhee Co., organized in 1881 surrendered the
charter Sept. 15'" and consolidated wth Silver Cty Lodge # 13.

#6 War Eagle, Silver, Owhee Co. 1881, did |Iikew se on sane date;

#8 Coe Lodge, Centerville, Boise Co., organized in 1874, surrendered its
charter to the Grand Lodge on Dec. 14'"

# -- U D Summt, town of Leesburg, Lemhi Co., 1869, dispensation
granted July 21%, 1869 revoked by Grand Lodge Cct. 1869. The nenbers
had |l eft Leesburg, going to Loon Creek, nowin Custer Co., |daho, and
asked for perm ssion to change the place to O o Gande. The nenbers
soon were scattered to the other placer mning districts and no neetings
were held at either place and no | odge was forned.

These changes indicate the shifting popul ation during these years.

MASONI C ACTI VI TI ES
IN THE ROCKY MOUNTAI N REG ON

The followi ng pages contain the material points of a lecture which
the witer has been invited to deliver in a nunber of places in the
state, usually illustrated with colored slides.

A careful reading of the events will satisfy anyone that the nora
material contained in the early pioneers was sonething to be proud of,
they knew what they wanted, how to go about building a |aw abiding
civilization in the fastness of the Rocky Mountains.

The pioneers gave us a priceless heritage: Those who founded
masonry in this inter-nountain country placed the reputation of the
Masons on a high plane: none were nore greatly respected.

Later when nmen of outstanding character and integrity were needed
to fill public offices and to pass laws in the territorial |egislative
halls the nenbers of the order were the ones selected to render this
public service to their fell ow creatures.

My theme covers the reasons why the Masons were called together
for the first time in this inter-nmountain country, the purpose of that
associ ati on and how the cornerstone of Masonry was laid in these Wstern
st at es.

Kindly circunstances has blessed nme with the friendship of nen who
hol d the keys that guard the secrets of these tinmes and have opened them
to nme, during ny residence here.

During this time information has been gleaned from various
sour ces-- books--newspapers--word of nouth and observati on.
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This information is being passed to you as it has conme to ne.
object is to inpress you with the high character of the Masons who
founded the laws in this internountain section and to hold them up to
the present generation as peaceful lawabiding citizens and worthy of
enmulation. My our children hold us in as high regard and may we hand
down our record as spotless as those from whom we received this
i nspiration.

First: Let us review briefly the steps that lead to the settl enent
of this country. In the early days it was inhabited by the Indians.
After the Louisiana Purchase the first white nen who came here were
Lewis & O ark during 1804-1806.

For the next 50 years fur traders and trappers were the only
whites who inhabited the country. The Hudson-Bay Conpany and the
Nort hwest Conpany wth their trappers were very active, especially
during 1818 to 1821. Their headquarters for nost of the tinme were at
Val | a Wal | a.

Andrew Henry attenpted to establish a trading post during 1810 on
the North Fork of the Snake River, a short distance bel ow where St.
Anthony is now | ocated. The tradi ng post was abandoned after one year.
This post was where the first houses were built on the Snake R ver.

Wlliam Price Hunt and party came across the mountains south of
the Teton Pass during 1811 on their way to the Pacific Coast. They
foll owed the Snake Ri ver through | daho.

The Hudsons-Bay erected Fort Boise in 1834 and during 1836 they
acquired Fort Hall.

During 1846 title to all of the section south of the 49th parall el
was taken over by the United States from Great Britain.

During 1855 the forts were abandoned, owing to the hostile
Indians: Flags of the claimants to this territory flew over these | ands-
-France, Spain, Mexico, Geat Britain and the United States.

The explorations of Lewis & dark and Captain Bonneville gave the
United States a strong claimto this territory in the controversy with
G eat Britain.

Nat haniel J. Wthe was the founder of Fort Hall and one of its
finest patriotic citizens. 1t was here that the first Anerican flag was
raised in ldaho, (after that of Lewis & CUark) and the first religious
exerci ses hel d.

Fort Hall was one of the chief stopping places along the old
Oregon Trail. It was from there that the road branched north to the
gold mnes in later years to I daho and Mont ana.

All the early traders used the Indian trails through the nountains
and across the country. These were later used as wagon roads, the
Oregon Trail being anongst these. Later the railroads used the same
route. Countless emgrants followed these old trails in settling this
western country. The old Oregon Trail was one of the |ongest, being
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2020 mles from Independence Kansas to O egon. It crossed three
mount ai n ranges and went through the | ands of 10 Indian Tri bes.

The settlers of much of this section came over these old trails
and hel ped to strengthen the Anerican title through their occupation and
settlenent. Travel was by covered wagon and ox teans and was very sl ow,
but was the only way of covering the trail in those days. The earliest
caravan in 1843 was conposed of over 1000 persons. Only the hardiest
made the trip. The weak died along the road, the strong overcane, the
weak hearted and cowards did not start. The nagnet attracting the first
whites was the profit to be nmade from the fur trade. Later the gold
exci tement brought thousands into the country.

Many fanous nen who were Masons came into this section, anong them
being Kit Carson, who died at Fort Lyon, Col orado on May 23rd, 1868. He
was a menber of Montezuma Lodge, Santa Fe, N.M, joined March 29, 1854
and left his faithful rifle to his |odge.

Anot her Mason was Janes Stewart, one of the discoverers of gold in
| daho, now Mbnt ana. He was an officer of Flint Creek Lodge, also a
menber of the G and Lodge.

Many ot her Masons also canme into this part of the country. During
1848 Marshal |l discovered gold in California and the mad rush to the gold
fields was on. Al the western states were explored by the prospectors.

During the sunmmrer of 1860 Captain E. D. Pierce discovered gold in
Canal @l ch, a branch of the Cearwater River in |daho. This caused a
rush into that section. 1In 1861 over 300 mners were working the gold
mnes along the dearwater R ver. As the gold from the m nes reached
the m nt the excitenent grew and nore men cane.

(Fromthe "New Age"--Jan., 1929)

Captain Merriwether Lewis, who with WIlliam d ark was appoi nted by
President Jefferson to lead an expedition which resulted in the
acquisition of the great northwest territory, was initiated in "Door To
Virtue Lodge"--No. 44--Albermarle, Co., Virginia, on January 28th, 1798.

The next day he received the Fellow Craft and Master Masons degrees.

Lewi ston (Named after Merriwether Lewis) was a busy place, as the
mners outfitted from there for the mnes. Soon the diggings at Oo
Fino, Pierce City, Elk Cty, Florence and Warrens Di ggi ngs were pouring
their gold into the Channel s of trade.

Sal non River was found to contain gold and prospectors found their
way into what is now Montana.

By 1863 and 1864 the hills were scoured by prospectors. Now towns
sprang up by nmagic. Placerville, Centerville, Hog Em Pioneer, and
Bannock or Idaho Gty, Bannock (East), Virginia Cty and G asshopper.

Over 20,000 people were living in Boise Basin alone. Owhee
County had a stanpede to Jordan Creek in 1865.

During 1866 gold was di scovered in what is now Lemhi County.
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In 1867 Salnmon Gty was laid out by Col. Shoup and partners. From
1868 to 1870 nore diggings were found in Central I|daho along the Sal non
River. In 1879 the Wod R ver excitenment was on and in 1884 the Coeur
D Al ene stanpede. Al these stanpedes as they were called, brought nen
flocking into the diggings to get sonme of the riches.

Along wth the respectable element canme the desperadoes,
hi ghwaynmen, outlaws and crimnals. They nurdered, robbed, stole and
conmitted depredations of all kinds against the | aw abiding people.

None dared to confide in another for fear of incurring the
di spl easure of the outlaws. The road agents had so many spies they knew
whomto trust and the people were backward i n opposing them

The seat of governnment was far renmoved from some of the tows and
mnes. Most of the officers were in Lewi ston, Idaho's first capital, in
1861. It was noved to Boise in 1864.

Mont ana was cut away from Idaho in 1864. From 1864 to 1868 part
of western Womng and the southern part of Yellowstone Park were in
| daho.

When Woming becane a territory in 1868, Ildaho was left in its
present shape.

From what has been said in the foregoing it will be seen how this
section was first inhabited, what brought the people here and what their
occupati ons were.

VW will now consider their node of living and how the | aws we now
enjoy were first brought into being.

--TH S IS WHAT THE MASONS TAUGHT: - -

That man made his way to his present stage of devel opnent and
enl i ghtenment through |ong years of experience. Being a social being he
craves compani onship. He lives under |aws, which is called society.
This requires a code of laws or rules, or sonething that will restrain
man from doing those things that would be of injury to his fell ow man
and enable him to do those things collectively which he cannot do for
hi nsel f.

The regulation of these things is called Government. Al of our
interests are inseparably connected with Governnent.

Each generation has its own fabric of civilization woven from the
experi ences of the past.

CGovernnment can be no better that the nmen who are entrusted with
authority and as Sir Mathew Hal e says "The Common Law i s not the product
of the w sdom of sone man, or society, of any one man or age, but the
wi sdom experience and observation of many ages of w se and observing
men. "

Descendents of the early Anerican settlers were first to cone into
this section. They possessed the courage to face unknown dangers and it
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is to themthat we, who cane later, nust give the credit for their far-
seei ng vi sion.

The governnent, which they founded, is the one we enjoy and we
should give themcredit for laying its foundation. These early settlers
must have had sone inpelling notives.

Sone idea which could be discussed and put into practice to
benefit their condition. It is here we find a common neeting ground in
a Masonic Lodge. Through its nenbers was found a nmeans of spreading the
light to those |ess inforned.

It was through this nedium that the foundation of our |aws was
laid in this inter-nountain country.

Settlers from other places brought their ideals with them and
thus we had the good influences working to establish a secure society,
whi ch would be fitted to those then living as well as to those who were
to cone.

These pioneers believed in Arerica--in the opportunity it afforded
t hem They believed in the American form of governnment and it's
institutions. They believed in their ability to set right the wongs-
give rewards to the honest and faithful- and punish any person guilty
of w ongdoi ng.

In covering the history of this section at the tine under
di scussion we nust renmenber that Mntana and |daho were, for the nost
part one. Wat is said of one applies to the other.

Supplies cane in from Salt Lake, which was 550 mles from where
Helena is now | ocated and 470 mles to Walla Walla. Al travel was nade
by pack train and stagecoach.

The officers were few and scattered. Qutlaws swarned into the
territory with the gold seekers. The road agents, as they were call ed,
wat ched the roads and trails and robbed with inpunity. No one could
travel w thout being watched and their novenents known. The robbers
infested all the country.

As soon as the mners found new diggings they organized a mning
district, adopted laws to govern thenselves and elected a judge. Then
they went to mning on their clains.

Perhaps a personal recollection of a mners neeting will be of
interest. The witer was engaged in placer mning. One day one of his
acquai ntances called and stated that his partners were robbing the
sl ui ce boxes of the gold. This man's nanme was Anson C Bi xby. After
di scussing the details of his partner's acts in stealing the gold from
the sluice boxes, it was decided to call a mners neeting and give them

a trial. It fell to ny lot, upon request, to post the notices on
several trees near our canp, calling a neeting of the mners for the
follow ng Sunday. Several hundred responded. One mner naned

Geenfield was elected Judge, after this all adjourned to the place
where the robbers were canped, about 4 mles up Bear Creek. The Judge
appointed his deputies to arrest the nen, 5 in nunber. The trial was
held in a clearing of the adjacent woods, where the trees had been
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cleared and the |l ogs used in a cabin. Bixby selected one of the nen and
t he robbers another fromthe cromd of mners to act as attorney for each
side. The Judge sat on a stunp and the mners stood in a large circle,

cleared in the center. The Judge asked Bixby's attorney what the
charges were; he replied "robbing the sluice boxes of the gold'. He the
asked the attorney for the robbers what their plea was, guilty or
i nnocent . He replied "innocent". Bi xby then threw up his hands and
exclainmed, "Cnh, Lord, rob nme and then deny it". The Judge adnoni shed
him to keep quiet, as the trial had not begun and he could give his
testinmony |ater. Each side then kept quiet until 12 nmen had been
nom nated and selected as a jury. The Judge swore themin to give a
fair trial. The evidence was given, the nmen found guilty, the gold

produced from each of the partners, a set of gold scales was produced,
the gold weighed out equally, and Bixby's wife given her share, as she
had cooked for all of their canp, the nmen were given 24 hours to get out
of the country, which they did, no one saw them in that section after
the next day. Bixby told ne later that he was a Mason, that there were
6 men on that jury who were also Masons. | presune he knew what he was
tal king about, but as I was too young to know about these things I did
not give it any thought.

As soon as the trial was over and sentence pronounced, the mners
began to go down the trail to their owm clains. The robbers were then
in their cabin, door barred, to ward off viol ence. One m ner overtook
me on the way hone, and stated the robbers wanted to see ne. | started
back, when Judge Geenfield stopped ne, we talked it over and he said
they probably disliked me because | had taken a part and had posted the
notices. So a bodyguard of 6 nen were appointed to acconpany ne to the
robbers cabin. Upon arriving and knocking on the door, one invited ne
in, said he was traveling fast and light, had no tine to | ook after his
dog, and requested ne to take his pet, as he knew he would receive good
treatment from ny hands. So the dog was lead to ny canp and of course
no harmresulted fromthe visit.

The dramatic nonents, earnestness and business like nmanner in
whi ch the events were handled have lingered in ny nenory ever since.

During part of the tinme the Gvil War was on and off, of course,
argunents were had by partisans of each side. Sone southerners wanted
to call the town in Alder @ilch after Jeff Davis' wife and nane it
"Varina". Judge Bissel was from the north and changed the name to
"Virginia."

During the years from 1861 to 1863 no tel egraph was avail able and
news of the Gvil War did not reach the mners until the spring of 1863.

During the early years of the settlenment the Indians resented the
intrusion of the whites and a | arge nunber of people on their way to the
m nes were kil led.

The outlaws were very active, robbing and killing all who fell
into their hands with gold dust or noney. Any person expressing
di spl easure with them was soon put out of the way.

It was a question whether the outlaws or the peaceful citizens
were to rule the land. The inter-nountain country was testing nen--the
worthy becane cultured and respected the builders of this country. The
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vi ci ous degener at ed.

Harry Plumer, the leader of the outlaws saw the advantage of
being an officer and was elected sheriff - a Dr. Jekyll and M. Hyde -
sworn to uphold the laws and secretly directing his band of road agents.

Sonet hi ng was needed to bring the | aw abi di ng peopl e toget her when
they could present an organized front to the outlaws. Up to this tine
over 100 persons had been known to have been killed by them

This want was supplied from an unexpected source. One of the nost
respectable nen in the country was M. Bell, known as "Striped Bill"
from the markings of his nules. He was sick with Muntain Fever and
this was the first natural death in Virginia Gty.

When he realized he was about to die he requested that he be
buried by the Masons, with their burial cerenony.

As nost of the mners were strangers to each other they did not
know how many Masons were in that section. Wrd was sent out anong the
m ners stating that anyone who was a Mason was requested to nmeet at the
cabin of C J. MIller on the Yankee Flat to nake arrangenents for the
f uner al

They nmet under a full rnoon, shining like a lumnous ball of
marbl e, near |ofty nountains, the handiwork of the Geat Master of the
Uni verse; thus emulating our ancient brothers who assenbled on the
highest hills and in the l|lowest vales; the better to observe the
approach of cowans and eavesdroppers.

To the surprise of all, a large nunber responded, seem ngly being
gui ded by the Suprenme Grand Master. The exam nation of the brothers was
not conpleted until the next norning, having been carried on all night
under the star decked canopy of heaven. Wiile this was going on
arrangenents were nmade for the funeral. The outlaws were present at the
grave. The Masons standi ng about and conducting the funeral services.

The nunber of Masons who were present inpressed the outlaws and
they saw in them a body of nmen who were likely to successfully oppose
t hem The outlaws at first were disposed to get rid of the Masons--
|ater they were afraid to do this as they would be opposing a body of
men who were likely to stand together and protect each other, so they
did not nol est the Masons.

Wrd was given to the outlaws that should a Mason be harned he
woul d be avenged.

At the funeral of Bro. Bell the chaplain read the first 10 verses
of the 37th chapter of the book of the Prophet Ezekiel.

When the Masons saw what strength they had, the redenption of the
district fromthe hands of the outlaws began. A power for |aw and order
at once sprang up in the wild nountain district.

One who has not been through a simlar experience cannot realize
the conditions and probably woul d not know how to act.

20



It was thus a new foundation for government was |aid, backed by
honest nen and with the respectable elenent of the entire community
behind it. Thus was the seed of Masonry pl anted.

Al Masons were true to the teachings of the order and adhere to
its principles. Not one was arrested or tried for any crime, nor any
menber har nmed.

Then, how to proceed in the comunity to have | aw and order?
The question first discussed was "Have we the right to hold a
trial, pass sentence, and if necessary condemm a fellow man to
deat h?" After sone discussion the resolution was passed: "W\
have the right to protect our wves, daughters, property and
fell ow nen agai nst the | awl ess el enent."”

Anot her notion passed as "In the absence of |aw we have the right
to become a court of justice to defend and protect life and property--
provided there be a greater probability of saving their lives than
| osi ng our own."

They stated that when all |aw was absent they had the right to
make a |law unto thenselves, that they did not have to give way to the
bl oody code of the outlaws. The authority for the organization of the
vigilantes was the right granted under the mner's laws for their own
protection. This was the custom of the mner's. The punishnment of the
outl aws was a serious question to be considered.

Later years have shown the wi sdomof their actions.

No history of any people anywhere presents a like action taken by
those desiring justice. Oganized outlaws held the country in their
hands. They were nore powerful than the unorgani zed | aw abi di ng peopl e.
No one knew when the mners would neet a force greater than their own.

They had to take the law into their own hands and faced death in
doing so. This took courage, but they did not shrink fromtheir duty.
Al Masons were tested in the crucible of manhood and found to be pure
gol d.

The Vigilante form of justice was sonmething new in the history of
Aneri ca. Sonmething different in its elements. These nen, in the
mountain fastness, did their work and did it well. Their record shows
that the foundation of the Government laid by them has been secure and
lasting, for we have enjoyed the fruits of their labor until this day.

Their record shows the school in which they had been raised and
that they had not forgotten the I esson taught them

The people did not advocate the Vigilante code until the crisis
had forced it upon them

As soon as the Vigilantes were organized they passed the word
anong the popul ation that a society for |aw and order had been organi zed

and they would operate under the name of the Vigilantes. Lawbr eaker s
woul d be puni shed. The sentence to be neted out in each case as the
evi dence warr ant ed. Their code was severe, but in an age of crine

severity was necessary. The citizens then felt an inspiration to pursue
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their labors, knowing that they would be safe from nolestation. This
nmoral effect was a great uplifting force and a new spirit seenmed to take
hol d of them

Thus began the organi zation of the "Vigilantes". They were of the
finest type of nmen, intelligent and |law abiding. Proof of their worth
was the confidence and integrity they held in each other. This could be
found in Masonry only.

Right thinking men could not |ive by thenselves. During those
days all were honor bound by a sacred bond to serve his fellow nen if he
were to have a part in the country.

Soci ety devel oped an aristocracy of personality and character. |If
anyone did not neasure up to the accepted standards he then bel onged to
t he common herd. If he had a few carefully (selected) vices he m ght
still be accepted, but the vices nust be noble ones. Those who carri ed
guns did not last long on the wong side of the |aw

After the funeral of Wn Bell the Misons decided they were strong
enough, when banded together, to protect thenselves. They knew they
could confide in each other and not be betrayed to the outl aws. Thi s
was what lead to the organization of the Vigilantes as a neans of self-
protection and preservation.

The country nust be rid of the outlaws and | aws enforced.

As al ways, the Masons were for |aw and order and for uphol ding the
institutions of their country.

During the course of the organization one question was what to use
as their synbol. As the Masons were operating as individuals and not as
a body, this nmade it inpossible to use the square and conpass or any
Masoni ¢ synbol .

One suggested a cross with 3 dots on the upper part, 5 dots on the
hori zontal armand 7 dots on the |ower part of the upright.

This was not adopted. Then the nunbers 3-5-7 was suggested and
di scar ded. During the discussion the figures 3-7-77 were used, not
bei ng obj ectionable to the order.

The nunber 3 refers to the follow ng enblens or synbols.

3 officers:--WM: Sr. and Jr. Warden

3 steps:

3 principal rounds of Jacobs Ladder: Faith, Hope, and Charity.
Holy Bible, Square, and Compass.

Mbsai ¢ Pavenent, Tessel ated Border, and Bl azing Star:

3 Lights: East, West, and South:

Brotherly Love, Relief, Truth

Yout h, Manhood, Age, etc.

The nunber 7 alludes to the foll ow ng:

Form Supports, Covering, Furniture, Onaments, Light and Jewels
of a | odge.
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The 7th day, a day of rest, fromlabors

7 liberal arts and sciences, grammar, rhetoric, logic, arithnetic,
geonetry, music, astronony.

7 years building King Solonon's Tenple, etc.
The neaning of the figures was as follows:--

When added together the total is 24; this nmeant that when a notice
was sent to a person that he was to | eave the place within 24 hours as
he was not wanted in the commnity. This notice was served on parties
suspected of |aw breaking or one who was not desirable and agai nst whom
not enough evi dence was at hand to warrant another penalty.

Should the party not |eave, the figures neant a grave; 3 feet
wide, 7 feet long and 77inches deep. A skull and cross bones were al so
pl aced on the notices, which synbol was to signify death. To nurderers
and robbers this synbol became well known throughout this district.

When a party was bani shed for sonme |aw violation he was given 24
hours to wind up his business--should he return it mght nmean death?

When a party was to be hung he was given tinme to arrange any
busi ness affairs and to wite letters etc.

Lesser violations were punished by banishnent and the worse ones
by hangi ng.

In later years a main highway to Yellowstone Park was naned the
"Vigilante Trail" and marked with the 3-7-77, to conmenorate the nenory
of the nen who had not forgotten the |essons taught them in a | odge
room

When the regularly appointed officials arrived later and showed
that they could and would enforce the laws, then the reason for the
organi zation no |longer existed and they disbanded. The Vigilantes were
representative of |law, order and decency.

The older civilization in other places had respect for |aw and
order; here no such condition existed. Their neasures were defensive.
This was the only way they coul d protect thenselves.

Necessity was their justification. Qutlaws were thus deterred
from comng into the country. People knew they were secure in life and
property and new arrivals helped to build the west to its present
gr eat ness.

70 years, the span of a lifetine, have elapsed since these
stirring tinmes. States have been created and cities built from an
uni nhabi ted country. Billions of dollars of wealth have been created;

states have been bl essed with an energetic and enlightened popul ati on.

These early pioneers have never been outdone in vision, courage,
daring, fortitude and enterprise. They were enpire builders: As Wttier
says: -
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"I hear the tread of pioneers

O Nations yet to be

The first | ow wash of waves, where soon,
Shall roll a hunan sea"

Qur thanks are due to these brave men. They were the founders of
our state. They made laws at that time and later were elected by the
people to sit in the Legislative Hall and pass laws for their own and
future generations.

The environs of the Rocky Mountains broke the weak and devel oped
the best in the strong. W can realize now that those Masons had eyes to
behold and faith to appreciate. W know they realized a better code of
| aws appeal ed to nmen's intellectual consciousness.

They | ooked forward, not with their eyes, but with the mnd. They
realized that through mnd of nmen are born into being, but it is through
the soul of man that God's wealth of manifestation finds its avenue to
pur pose and expression.

During these years WMasonic Lodges were organized and the first
Masoni ¢ Tenpl e was dedi cated in Hel ena on Novenmber 11, 1866.

The first Masonic Tenple was dedicated in Virginia Gty, Cctober
8th, 1867.

The first session of the Gand Lodge in |Idaho was Decenber 16th,
1867, in ldaho Gty (62 years ago).

The first Masonic celebration was in Helena on June 24th, 1868
St. John's Day.

W are infornmed that with one or two exceptions, all of the
signers of the "Declaration of I|Independence" were Msons, and we know
that they are |ooked upon today as American's greatest patriots. The
Masons, who brought order out of chaos in this western territory, were
men of the sane caliber and should be held in high regard for the work
t hey did. They brought the Masonic teachings into this section; they
were second "sons of liberty" and "m nute nen."

Time prevents going into nore detail. Enough has been shown to
give sone idea of the respect, confidence and high-m ndedness of the
early Masons at a time when conditions tried nen's souls. Be it always
to the Masons credit that they were |ooked upon as the backbone of the
community and it is to their honor that they never forgot the social and
nmoral virtues learned in the | odge room
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Bl ackf oot

After the Indians nade their last organized stand against the
white man and his iron horse, the history of this internmountain region
begins to show the devel opment of natural resources--especially mnes--
and we find towns springing up at the conveni ence of those who travel ed.
The freight outfits rapidly increased in nunbers, so that bridges and
termnal points of the railroad often determned the |ocation of towns.

Bl ackfoot is an interesting exanple of these tines. The Utah &
Northern term nus was established on the Blackfoot river in the sunmmrer
of 1879; but in Decenber of the same year it was noved on to Eagle Rock,
January 1st, 1880, only two buildings were left in Blackfoot. But there
were a few nen who saw possibilities in that |ocation as a forwarding
point for the Salnon river, Yankee Fork and Wod river mning districts.

It was also on the established cattle trail from O egon to Cheyenne,
over which passed from 60,000 to 100,000 of stock every season.

WN. Shilling, Major Danilson, T.T. Danilson and F.H Mers forned
a conpany to dig a ditch fromthe Bl ackfoot river to irrigate 1280 acres
of land that Mjor Danilson and M. Shilling had taken up as a desert
entry, and also to provide ditch water for the new town so that trees
m ght be planted. They had observed that sone tine in the past the
Bl ackfoot river had run within a mle east of town, so they now proposed
to divert a portion of the water to the old bed and then run a ditch
into town.

By July 1880, there were in Blackfoot four saloons—Barnes Bros;
t he El dorado, Pryor & Co., proprietors: the Blackfoot Billiard Hall, Wn
Mester, proprietor and the Bank Exchange. General Merchandi se stores
like Danilson & Stevens and A Allenburg & Co. sold liquor too. E. F.
Ferris & Bro. Dealt in hardware, including wagons; A B. Bruner was the
jeweler; Dipple & Co. ran the nmeat market; A A Jordan kept the livery,
sale and feed stable; the Keeney House was a first-class hotel and
trains stopped for their passengers to eat there; Reed & Chadwi ch has a
restaurant; the Challis & Bonanza Stage Co. operated both Sal non river
and Whod river. Wn E \Weeler was the editor of the Register. The
bl acksmth shop, managed by Shaw & Booth, was an inportant place of
busi ness, for they did “all kinds of wagon repairing on short notice,”
and “Geo. Booth makes horse, mule and ox shoeing a specialty.” The only
professional man was Dr. E. J. O Callaghan, physician and surgeon. By
January 1, 1881 there were 60 buil dings, costing on an average of $600.

The first nunicipal inprovenent canpaign consisted of all hands
turning out and clearing a strip 20 feet wide around the entire town,
t he sagebrush being so heavy that it was felt to be a fire hazard. Sone
of the newconers suggested that the sagebrush was green and woul dn’t
burn, but a denobnstration proved ot herw se.

The second town enterprise was a board walk in front of the Keeney
House; they also dug a well 50 feet deep, which was really a town well.
Filled barrels of water were placed at strategic points for fire
protection and during the winter of 1880-81 there was considerable
agitation in favor of brick chimeys, instead of having the stovepipes
run up through the roof.

The Bl ackfoot Bridge & Land Co. consisted of WN. Shilling, CW
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Lyman, J.Y. Wallace, C. Bunting & Co. and Danilson & Stevens, and was
organi zed to build the shortest road to Wod river. It was also to dig
a well on the desert so freight aninals, especially oxen, would not find
it so far between drinks. Nowdays it is hard to appreciate what it
meant for a freight outfit to carry its own water in barrels when nmaking
the trip across the desert. Ox teans only nade seven or eight mles a
day, but horses or mules mght cover 20 mles with good |uck and over
the best roads. The propelling power of a gallon of water was figured
as closely as gasoline is now.

Records show that 2,000 tons of freight were forwarded from
Bl ackfoot in 1880, and the job required about 1,800 head of horses,
mul es and oxen. The average tonnage was 100 tons a week during the
sumrer nmonths. The return | oads were high-grade ore. The Custer mll
shi pped an average of 12 bars of gold bullion a week and these were
worth from $20, 000 to $30,000 an average week runni ng about $23,000. The
principal points to which this freight was forwarded are now ghost
cities; Custer, Bonanza, Crystal Cty, Kinnikinnic, Sawooth and Gal ena.

Bel | evue, Hadl ey, Ketchumand Challis are still known to us.

The Northwestern Forwarding Co. handled the |argest anount of
freight, but there were many outfits, too. Among them were Al ex
Toponce, Joe Skelton and Geo. L. Shoup. “Berryman & Rodgers, with two
14-mul e teans with double wagons, pulled out for Custer this norning.”
“Sam Cook, with 12 yoke of cattle and four wagons, |oaded out for
Bonanza.” “About 75 em grant teans passed though town and crossed the
ferry this week for Oregon and Washington territory.” Ox teans had to
cross the desert by way of Dahilson springs. It made the trip 15 mles

| onger, but gave nore watering places.

In Septenber 1880, Al ex Toponce and Col. Wl cott nade a trip to
Bel | evue, |ooking over the possibilities of a new wagon route. They
deci ded that a feasible one would be about 122 miles and woul d make this
road about 34 mles shorter that the road between Kelton and Bel |l evue,
t hus encouragi ng travel by way of Bl ackfoot.

Danilson & Steven's ferry across the Snake, known as the Central

ferry, was a busy spot. It was 40x90 feet and was planned to carry very
heavy |oads, but traffic was getting too congested for any ferry to
handle it. Besides the freight, nmail and passenger travel, it was not

unusual for as many as 20 O egon-bound wagons to be ferried across in
one day. The next step was quite naturally a bridge, and the Land &
Bridge Co. put one in that wnter. It was 550 feet l|long, and cost
$18, 000.

Wth this bridge, with roads in process of building, and with a
rapi dly increasing popul ati on, Bl ackfoot began to feel permanent. There
was talk of having the territorial capitol |located there, since it was a
junction point of the north and south and east and west |ines.

Oneida County originally enbraced all the eastern part of |daho,
but now 12 new counties have been formed fromit, |eaving Oneida only
the southeastern corner of the state. An Eagle Rock resident who had
business at the county seat in 1880 would board the Uah & Northern
train at 7:05 in the evening, get off at Oneida shortly after m dnight,
and take a bed at the Oneida hotel. Next norning he took the buckboard
stage line, and if the driver pushed hard on the lines, he would reach
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his destination, Ml ad, about 2 P M

In 1880, the two principal towns of the valley were Bl ackfoot and
Camas, with Blackfoot slightly in the Iead. The railroad termnus in
August 1880, was Red Rock, and at that place northbound passengers took
stage for Helena, 170 miles; Butte 110 miles; Deer Lodge, 145 mles;
Virginia Cty, 100 mles. “These distances will soon be shortened, as
the track is already laid nearly 25 mles beyond Red Rock, and the
busi ness nmen and forwardi ng conpani es are nmaki ng preparations to nmove.”

In Septenber 1880, Bl ackfoot received word from Supt. T. L. Cark
of the Uah & Northern that the shops woul d be | ocated at Eagl e Rock.
So Bl ackfoot |ost one dream but did not |ose confidence in itself.
“There will not be over 20 or 30 nmen enployed, which will not make nuch
of a town. Where we have a little breeze, as it were, at Blackfoot, a
hurricane visits Eagle Rock, and in the sunmer season the nbsquitoes are
al nost unendurabl e there.”

The next blow was when the Union Pacific was working west from

G anger. Instead of following the first survey and comng down the
Bl ackfoot River, they cane down the Portneuf and crossed the Snake at
Ameri can Falls. “On the line are located the richest coal fields yet

di scovered in the west, one section of one square mle having 29 veins
of coal, the thinnest of which is eight feet and the thickest 30 feet.
The coal fields are being guarded by a large force of Union Pacific nen
until the conpany can secure possession of it and of Hodge's pass.” It
| ooks now as though the Union Pacific mght yet build the first railroad
t hrough the Cascade Mouuntains, fromthe Snake R ver to Puget Sound.”

Letting the contract for building the railroad bridge at Anerican
Falls definitely established a town there, and Bl ackfoot knew that that
meant losing their own trade with the Whod River country. This bridge
consi sted of three wooden spans, and one steel span, which was 250 feet
| ong and 60 feet above high water.

Eagle Rock held it's first election in 1880, and 84 votes were
cast; 82 were for the Denocrats and two for the Republicans. Nat i onal
politics did not figure much in those early elections, for I|daho was
still a territory and had no electoral vote. James A Grfield was
el ected over General Hancock. Papers |like the New York Sun and the St.
Louis d obe-Denocratic party was dead, and they seenmed to think it a
good riddance. Local candidates were elected nore for personal than for
party reasons, and platforns. But the records seemto show that such a
public statement of one’'s views was not good politics, for such
candi dates were defeated. President Burrell, on the Bl ackfoot R ver,
declared: “1I am a Union War Denocrat. | believe the governnment was
right and the Confederacy wong. I am opposed to the connecting of
church and state in any manner whatsoever. | believe in hard noney. |
am opposed to polygany and al so to nonopoly. | am opposed to illegal
voting, ballot box stuffing, and the packing of juries. | believe in
the constitution.”

The Register was always Republican, but in this first canpaign of
its history it supported the independent or anti-Mrnon, ticket for
Oneida County. The Denocrats won out, and elected Hon. George Ainslie
as delegate to Congress: the Denocrats had declared strongly against
bal | ot-box stuffing and carpet-bagging — they insisted that Indian
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agents as well as territorial officers should be appointed from anong
t he hone peopl e.

Court cal endars were not overcrowded in 1880, for few arrests were
made. The general idea seenmed to be that personal liberty was not to be
interfered with; and disputants were left to settle their differences by
word, fists or guns, as long as it was settled decently and in order
When a man did get jailed, he failed to stay there long; for some kind
soul passed him a saw and he nade a man-sized hol e through the | ogs or
t wo- by- si xes.

The first mpjor crine recorded by the Register was in the sunmer
of 1880, and dealt with a quarrel over a card gane at Bonanza Bar, a few
ml|es below Anerican Falls, Warren, a Texas cowboy, shot Frank Lisk, who
was unarmed. No arrest was nade. A few days later a stockman from Soda
Springs naned Jesse Powel| shot and killed a young Hoover who worked for
him over the bridling of a horse. Again no arrest.

The first arrest nentioned was when Sheriff Turner took in custody
a man who went under the nane of Welconme, but whose nane proved to be
Hopt. He had “killed his son in cold blood.” There was no conviction
in this case.

There was hardly an early issue of the Register, which did not
mention sonme crime of violence. An estimate of those days would give
| daho about 20 tinmes the per capita violence that it has now  Shooting
scrapes were the nost comon—we find one between Swigert and Wnn;
anot her between Mses Cohen and George Pryor; another between Chas.
Keeney and Dr. O Call aghan. WB. Geen, railroad agent at Eagle Rock
was shot by G A Witley; M. Mwer was fatally stabbed by one Mbl ey;
Dr. Snedaker and Robt. T. Smth shot and killed each other on a Uah &
Northern train. No convictions foll owed any of these cases.

Horse stealing was prevalent, and the cases are too nunerous to
list; but a fair sanple tells of a gang named Lee. Wods and Bowder
who operated in the southern part of Idaho and drove their stol en horses
i nto Montana. One trip they got away 40 head from Con Shea, 45 head
from Edward Hawl ey and 15 head from Joe Benson, and with other | oose
horses picked up along the road they crossed the line with 180 head.
Hawl ey, Benson and Little trailed them to Bannack and recovered the
horses. A big posse chased the thieves as far as Sheridan where they
were captured and brought back for trial.

There were quite a few stage robberies on the Wod R ver route
and along this line to Montana, as |late as 1880. One wel | -known road
agent was “Qpium Bob.” He, Lacy and Carter were caught at Rawins.
Next norning the first two were found hanging to the stockyards fence;
there was a third rope, but Carter was m ssing.

Railroad news took the nost space and was by far the nost
i nportant news of 1880. The Northern Pacific was pushing toward
Mont ana; the Union Pacific was working into lIdaho; the Uah & Northern
was pushing from Ogden toward the Montana mnes. The first road to tap
certain areas and the first one to reach the coast would nmake a vast
difference in the settlenments and lines of stage travel. It was the
paranmount issue in the internmountain country.
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The Death of President Garfield in Septenber 1881, was the
occasion for the Register dressing itself in heavy black |ines between
the colums. And it gave about a third of a long colum (for the sheet
was considerably longer than it is now) to an account of the shooting
and another third to his death.

But a little later they gave two full colums to the first
official hanging they recorded in this county, then Oneida County. The
culprit was M chael Mboney, who had deliberately shot and killed Joe
H nkl ey. Judge Morgan failed in his attenpts to get Money to nake any
statement concerning his identity or his past history. He had been given
a shave, clean clothes, and a drink of whisky; and when Sheriff Homer
told him at 2 o' clock in the norning, that his time was up, he calmy
stepped up to the gallows, and said he “thought no nore of dying than of
going to a dance.” His last words were to thank his jailer for his
ki ndness to him

Sonmewhat different was the wunofficial nethod enployed by the
railroad construction gang near American Falls, also in Oneida County.
One man, Fox, had been paid off and had $300 in his pocket, and anot her
wor kman, Wt son, wal ked down the right-of-way with him Watson shot Fox;
at first it was thought to be fatal, but he later recovered. But the
construction conpany did not approve of such procedure and decided to
make an exanple of Watson. “In the absence of trees or tel egraph poles
fromwhich to hang him two wheel -scrapers were run up together in front
of the tent of one of the bosses, and in a few mnutes Watson was
dangli ng between them After hanging there two or three hours, sone of
the boys wanted to cut him down. After three days the boys were ordered
to dig a hole five feet deep under him and, when finished, one of the
bosses cane along and cut the rope and the body fell to the bottom The
hole was filled up and work went on as usual .”

In a sparsely settled country, the number of men and teans doing
work for the railroads in 1881 was an item to be reckoned wth. *“Two
t housand teans are working on the Northern Pacific west from Bismark.*
O her contracts took in the sections from the nouth of the Little
Bl ackfoot to Hell Gate (Mssoula), fromthe Dalles to the Cascades, from
Spokane Falls to Cabinet Rapids, from Walla Walla to Colfax, from
Umatilla to Baker Cty. The Northern Pacific was working about 16,000
men that summer and about the same nunber of horses in the building
program Big crews were also grading both ways from Anmerican Falls, and
from Granger, on the Oregon Short Line, sone of the work through Idaho
bei ng pushed even in md-winter, in spite of the cold and frozen ground.
Probably 8,000 horses and a corresponding nunber of nen were pushing
this road to Shoshone. Wrk on the Wod River branch was progressing in
1882.

Most of the people who cane to this region previous to 1880 were
| ooking for gold. The Northern Pacific and the Union Pacific were racing
for the coast, but their branch lines were intended to tap mning
districts. So many of the disappointed mners formed part of the
railroad crews working in the northwest in 1881 and 1882. Probably
30,000 nmen and an equal nunber of horses were engaged in railroad
construction on the Northern Pacific, Union Pacific and Utah & Northern
during those years.

The Coeur d Alene district had nade gold discoveries which
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produced alnost a stanpede in 1882; Salnon river and Wod river were
produci ng great quantities of gold and gal ena ore; people were flocking
into ldaho and Montana faster than any provision was nmade for them but
not faster than the country could take care of them for they were a
hardy lot of folks, and building nmaterial and fuel were to be for the
taking and fish and gane were abundant.

In the fall of 1882, we find Junction the largest town in this
area, with 720 votes; Bellevue was second, with 544, Hailey third, 446,
Bl ackfoot fourth, 305; Eagle Rock fifth, 183; Beaver Canyon sixth, wth
108.

Camas had been the main forwarding point for the Birch Creek
mnes, Salnmon G ty, Spring Muntain, Yellow Jacket and other points in
the interior. But as the railroad noved into Mntana, the forwarding
conpani es and stage lines at Camas noved to Red Rock, and clainmed their
new road to be “the shortest and safest route to Leesburg, Pine Creek,
M ner al HIll, Texas, Spring Muntain, Fort Lenmhi, Horse Prairie,
Junction, Bannister, Salnon Gty and G bbonsville.” Canmas retained the
Birch Creek trade, and the three sawm | |s kept up Beaver Canyon.

Eagle Rock itens appeared from tine to time in the Register.
Sonetinmes the editor canme from Bl ackf oot and nade personal observations.
On one such trip in July 1882, he says: “W find considerable
i nprovenent has been made since our last visit. The sound of saw and
hamrer can be heard from nmorning till night.” There were a dozen new
dwel lings, Dr. Buckner’s new drug store building, D ck Chanberlain and
CGeorge Heath were planning new hotel buildings, the railroad shops were
lively, “and Jon WAatts can be seen any tine, filling the water barrels.”
June 10, 1882: “J. C. Anderson has sold one half of his interest in his
busi ness to his brother, Robert A Anderson, who has lately arrived from
the east. He cane out to this country in '65 and renained several
years, when he returned to the states, but has cone to the concl usion
that this is a good country, after all.”

The shops were turning out a freight car every day, besides all
the repair work.

“Mss Emma Muckly has charge of a Sunday school, which neets at
the hone of J.C Anderson. There are thirty in attendance.” (This was in
June 1881, and is the first nmention of a Sunday school in Eagle Rock.)

“Messrs. J. C. Sheppard, J. H Ling and F. M Shoenmaker have been
appointed trustees of the school district, and as soon as a suitable
pl ace can be secured, will commence a public school.” (June, 1881.)

Eagle Rock had its gold interests, too. On July 22, 1882, appears
the followwng item quoted from the Salt Lake Tribune, with an Eagle
Rock headline: “There is gold enough in Snake river valley to pay the
national debt, if it could be saved. Hundreds of thousands of acres can
be panned with a common gold pan, but the gold is so light that it
escapes all known processes. The witer has seen an ounce a day saved
right along with a rocker and copper plates. Edison, of electric |ight
fame, to whom sone of the sand was sent, says he can save it. If he can,
and will, the country will be torn up around here for many a mle.”
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1883
PROCEEDI NGS OF THE GRAND LCODGE
HELD AT BO SE, SEPT. 11™ 12™ & 13™
16™ ANNUAL COVMUNI CATI ON.

Grand Master Lafayette Cartee’s address touched upon matters he
consi dered uppernost in the mnds of the nenbers, & having in mnd the
good of the fraternity, commented on | odges finding they had poor
material, and after repeated trials had been unable to correct ways in
its menbers that were considered harnful to the | odges, recomended t hat
the poor material be dug out of the | odges, pointing out that to be a
Mason neant nore than joining a | odge and wearing its regalia. He
condemned the practice of drinking & ganbling.

Attention was called to correspondence from Cassia Lodge of
Al bion, Cassia Co. in which the G and Master endorsed the stand taken by
that | odge who “had as a unit determ ned that no person affiliating with
or endorsing the Mrnon belief should be a Mason”. The G and Master
stated that he “fully endorsed the position, that no Mornon coul d
consi stently be nmade a Mason, while we as Masons had nothing to do or
say about the particular belief or tenants of any denom nation of
Christians, we have the right, and it is our bounded duty, when any
denom nati on or sect sets at defiance the laws of the | and & endorses
practi ces, condemmed by every enlightened & Christian nation in the
worl d, and contrary to the noral teaching of the Craft, to say that they
shall not be of us or with us” etc. He further adds that he fully
endorses the position taken by the G and Lodge of U ah on this question
& believed it the duty of every Gand Lodge to stand firmy with her.

The Grand Master was very enphatic on his stand concerning
i ntenperance, pointing out the evils of drunkenness, stated that it was
one of the worst evils of the day, and that its validation was a
desecration of one of the cardinal virtues.

Consi der abl e space was given to comments on the works of charity
during the past year. The report covers 88 pages for this year.
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St at ehood!

The people of the state of |daho have a double right and reason to
celebrate the glorious Fourth, for it is the real birthday of the state,
whi ch was admtted to the union, in 1890.

The bill, creating ldaho as a state was signed on July 3% The
peopl e of the state anticipating the action on the part of the congress
prepared for and cel ebrated the next day, July 4'"

| daho was admitted on July 3, 1890. The first white nen to cross
it did soin 1811. Al of themwere killed by Indians but a half-breed
worman escaped with two children. The Lewis & O ark expedition followed,
and then others, then cane 50 years of trading. In 1870 there were
15,000 people in Idaho. 1In 1885 | egislature appropriated noney for the
capital at Boi se.

In 1859, Washington territory was created to include |daho and
parts of Montana and Woming. 1In 1863 Idaho territory was nade out of
parts of Washi ngton, Nebraska, and Dakota. It had four counties,
Shoshone, Nez Perce and Idaho in the North, and Boise County south of
t he Sal non.

The next counties in their order were Owhee, Oneida, Alturas,
Lat ah, Kootenai, Ada, Lemhi, Bear Lake, Cassia, Washington, Custer,
Bi ngham El nore, and Logan. These counties were in existence when the
state was admtted. Five were north of the Salnon R ver and 13 south.

The first capitol of the territory was in Lewi ston, and the first
two sessions of the |egislature were held there.

The first governor was WIlliamH Wallace of Washington territory.

The first agricultural comunity was at Franklin, the first
settlenent at Lewi ston, first placer gold at Pierce, first quartz gold
in Boise basin, first newspaper, the Golden Age at Lewi ston, first daily
paper, the Hailey Tinmes, first white child born, Eliza Spaulding, first
Republ i can convention at M. ldaho, first Denocratic convention at |daho
Cty, first general election was in 1863.

The first court trial was a nurder case at Lewi ston in 1864.

The capital was noved from Lewi ston to Boise in 1865. The Masonic
Grand Lodge was organized in 1867 at ldaho GCity. The equestrian statue
of Washington on the state house grounds was unveiled in 1869. The Nez
Perce Indian war was in 1877. The Gand Lodge of Odd Fel | ows was
organi zed in 1883.

The first Idaho man to beconme governor of the territory was Edward
A. Stevenson, a relative of Vice President Stevenson. |In 1886 a bil
passed congress to annex north Idaho to Washington territory, but was
not signed by President Oeveland, and so failed to becone a law. It is
said that the act was defeated by the influence of the governor through
his relative to the vice president. State was admitted July 3, 1890.

Qur first state governor was CGeorge L. Shoup; first congressnan
WIllie Sweet and the first United States Senator, WIlliamJ. MConnell

32



Senator Borah's father-in-law. Burton L. French was first elected to
congress in 1902; Senator Borah in 1907 and Addison T. Smith in 1912.
F. S. Detrich was appointed a federal judge in 1908. GCovernor

St eunenber g was assassi nated in Decenber 1905.

“The great seal of the state of Idaho was designed by Mss Enma
Edwards. The first extensive irrigation systemwas the New York cana
in Ada County.”

“l daho adopted woman suffrage in 1896 and was the third state in
the Union to do so. The direct primary and | ocal option | aws were
passed in 1909. The bone-dry prohibition | aw passed in 1915. In 1917
the legislature petitioned congress to submt a prohibition amendnent to
the federal constitution and in 1919 the Ei ghteenth anmendnent was
ratified by Idaho.”

“The Fourth of July was a holiday intended to stinulate nationa
patriotism while Decoration Day is devoted to honoring the nmenory of
t hose dead who gave largely to the service of their country.”

“In the sane sort of spirit”, he continued, “the 15'" of June has
been set apart in Idaho for the encouragenent of state pride, a day on
whi ch we may properly reflect upon the glories of our own state while we
dwel | upon the characters, the careers and the achi evenents of those
heroi ¢ peopl e who have nmade I daho what it is.”

“June 15 was set apart as Pioneer day by a |l egislative act
approved March 7, 1911, at the close of the 50'" year after the incident
upon which the day is founded. It was fitting that such a | aw shoul d
have been passed during the adm nistration as governor, of Hon. Janes H
Hawl ey, hinself one of our best bel oved and nost distingui shed pi oneers.

“The particul ar date was chosen because it was on or about that
time in the year 1860 that the first permanent settlenent of white
peopl e was nmade in |Idaho. Those who desire to be precise in historic
statement may note that it was not the first white settlenent in Idaho;
that was at Lemhi five years earlier. Nor was Franklin the first town
in Idaho; that honor belongs to Lew ston.

“Franklin was not a town; it was a community | ocated not far from
the present town of that nane.

“But while the particular day of the year selected is owing to
that event, the observance of it has a wider significance. It is a
tribute not to Franklin, but to the whole state; all the patient and
struggli ng people who constitute our pioneers. Patriotismshould not
confine itself to the nation. Nor is patriotismnecessarily a duty; it
shoul d be rather a privilege and a pleasure. None but a free people can
logically be patriotic, nor can any people long continue to be free who
do not love their country.
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First White Men in 1805.

“The devel opnent of a state is a human process. So far as our
natural surroundings are concerned, they have not altered materially in
the conparatively brief period of white inhabitation of the state we
live in. The changes that have been wought have been the result of
human effort and sacrifices, and so as we think gratefully of our
beauti ful state, we may properly and w sely bestow our respect and
af fection upon the people who have nade it what it is now.

“The tine of Idaho’s growth has been indeed a brief period; the state is
in one sense the latest product of Anerican civilization. Wen on the
12'" day of August, 1805, Captain Lewis stood on the Lemhi pass and

| ooked down to the | and of the sunset, sone part of the territory of
every state-to-be had been seen by white nman’s eyes. Wen we see what
has been built here it seens incredible that that even occurred only 124
years ago. Five years later in 1810, Andrew Henry built the first
tradi ng post near where St. Anthony now stands, two years later, WIson
Prince Hunt, 1812, crossed the Tetons and foll owed the Snake river
across ldaho and along its western boundary down to Honmestead in O egon,
whil e his conpani on McKenzie traversed the present north and south

hi ghway down to the spot where at a nuch later date a badly scared

i eutenant governor laid down in the bottomof his car and pulled quilts
over his head.

Early Pioneers French.

“The period becones still shorter and its acconplishnents nore
remar kabl e when we consider that for the first 50 years after the
di scovery, there was no permanent settlenment. The region swarnmed with
trappers and traders, but nost of themwere French having no thought of
establ i shing permanent homes. Spalding built the mssion at Lapwai, and
Craig made his home with his squaw s fol ks; thousands traversed the
Oregon trail, marking every mle with scal ped and nmangl ed bodi es, but
hurrying on to the country of the coast. Wen those 13 famlies noved
into Franklin in the historic year 1860, the land that was to becone
I daho was still a primtive wilderness. But while Franklin was digging
its inmmortal ditches and struggling with its first crop, there occurred
an event of vastly greater inport. Gold was discovered at Pierce;
simlar finds followed rapidly: Elk Cty, Florence, the Basin, and Al der
@il ch. Wen the territory was organi zed in 1863, we had 20, 000 peopl e
in four counties of which three were north of the Salnon R ver. But
this population, too, was transient; its nunbers fell to 15,6000 by 1870,
and the next ten years proved the dullest decade in our history.

“After that, immgration increased rapidly, and for the first time
in our history settlenment on a | arge scal e began to show signs of
per manency. Wen we cone down to this day we find ourselves with half a
mllion people, of whom 74 per cent |ive outside of incorporated towns.
VW may well have Agrarian clubs; we are an agricultural people.

Privation Took Toll.

“Each of these steps in our story, discovery, exploitation,
devel opnent, cost its price. The early expeditions were Iliad s of
hunger, privation and danger. NMore that one-third of the trappers |ost
their lives by massacre or by unendurabl e exposure and hardship in 1877.
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“Even when Chief Joseph and Sheepeater wars ended our I|ndian
troubles, there were still to cone a terrific toil and privati on marking
the settlement of our state, the devel opnent of our arid, swanp and
cutover areas. Many of you renenber the Carey act days, and the people
| ocat ed anong t he sagebrush and the jackrabbits, devoting lifetine
savings and years of toil and hardship, waiting for water that never
carne.

“I't is indeed fitting that we assenbl e once each year to recal
the toils and tears and tribul ations of our pioneers. Let us not forget
to thank also the kind Providence which permts us to live at this
wonderful time and place. It is not clainmed, nor may we expect, that
our material environnment shall be perfect. The good things of life,
like the evils, are conparative. But in all that goes to nake life
wort hwhil e, even to the poorest of us, there has never been a better
pl ace than this, nor a better tinme than today.

Cause for Rejoicing

“W live in the healthiest state in the union. Taken the year
around no climate excels ours; we have abundant sunshine, plenty of
nmoi sture, even if Addison T. Smth charges that Idaho is the driest
state in the union. (18" Anendment).

“As to beauty and grandeur of scenic features, beginning at the
Canadi an line and reaching to Nevada and Utah, the state is a vast
panorama. Any attenpt to list its marvels is the task of a book, not of
a brief speech.

“We are conparatively prosperous; we have a good cl ean governnent;
we have the finest people on earth. So today, as we | ook back wth
pride over our past, we turn to the future with smling optimsm W
t hank the author of all good and perfect gifts that he has bestowed one
of themon us; and may we pay our tribute to the nenory of those fine
peopl e, the pioneers of |daho, who sowed so plentifully for us to reap.”

There are a good many people living in and about |daho Falls who
can | ook back over forty years and nore of the history of the valley.
Those who can do so will remenber that forty years ago marked a great
depression in our comunity courage — in fact, it was the end of a
three-year slunp in courage, follow ng the renoval of the Railroad
shops, and was really our zero point.

But the three | ean years had taught the people that if things were
to be done, they nust be done by co-operative effort. Wile the shops
had a payroll here, there was a good deal of bickering over some public
guestions, notably the school. Different religious factions said nany
things, but it wasn't very inproving conversation for nost of it was
“anti”—anti al nost any plan the other fellow wanted. The question of
whet her or not the Bible should be barred fromthe public school was a
bone of contention that finally resolved itself into a problem of
control of the school by Catholics, Protestants or Mornons; each group
seened to fear undue influence of sonme other group. Public feeling is
i ndicated by the fact that debates were held on such subjects as,

“Resol ved: that the public school is a failure.” As the enroll nent
dwi ndl ed and noney grew nore scarce, all parties to the di sputes began
to realize that the cause of education was suffering, and that nore
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prejudice, instead of |ess, was being on a program of having the schoo
areally public interest, and agreed to omt religious instruction
entirely.

In 1883, there were within a radius of eight mles of Eagle Rock,
186 children between the ages of 5 and 21, according to WH.B. Crow, who
took the census. February 11, 1882, this school district-known as
district No.9 in old Bingham County—voted a twenty mll levy for a
school building and a teacher. 1t was calculated that the | evy woul d
raise at least $2,000, a year. M. Bond was secured as teacher, and in
Septenber 1883, he enrolled thirty-eight pupils. Meanwhile, Ms.
Rebecca Mtchell had organi zed a day school and Sunday school in her own
honme, with 18 children as a nucl eus.

Sonmewhat later, the town plat reveal ed that the school house was in
the mddle of a street, so it was noved to the present Central bl ock.
The novi ng was done Cctober 17, 1885, or rather; the work conmmrenced t hat
day, wwth S.F. Taylor and J.H Lingen in charge. In the neantine,
anot her | evy had been made, this tine six mlls, and with these funds a
second roomwas built onto the original school house by C C. Tautphas. It
was a franme building and served for several years, until the first brick
unit was built. 1In 1885, M. Cow again canvassed the sane territory as
in 1883, and found 223 boys and 210 girls.

T. M Stewart Principa

The sane year, Rev. T. M Stewart the Baptist mnister, began as
school principal, with thirty-two boys and thirty-one girls enrolled.
The average attendance was thirty-five, and his salary was $100 per
nmonth. He had one assistant, Mss Ida B. Murphy, in the prinmary
departnent; her average attendance was fifty, and her salary was $60 per
nmont h.

In 1885 the first school board was el ected, and consisted of D. A
Taylor, MC Senter, WH.B. CGrow, J.C. Anderson, Sam Taylor, and C. B
Wheel er. They were elected on a platformwhich agreed to keep both
religion and politics out of school affairs, and since Rev. Stewart was
a mnister, they elected in his place EE. Geene as principal, with
M ss May Fordham and M ss Sarah Berger as assistants. The average
attendance in the three departnments was 117.

C.E. Arney becane principal in 1887, and served during the sl unp.
He had but one assistant the first year, Jennie Taylor, and their
conbi ned attendance was only sixty-seven

The first bond i ssue for schools was voted Decenber 18, 1891, and
t he amount was $10,000, the vote being 59 to 1. It was agreed that the
vote was a practical denonstration of the spirit, which had elected the
school board. The first brick unit on the Central grounds was built
with these funds and M ss Lydian Hadl ey was the first principal, with
M ss Evel yn Rosenberger as assistant.

Joe Sinons and M ss Hadley foll owed M. Arney’'s regine.

The first inmportant teacher’s convention was held here February 8,
1889. Del egates included C H Black, Sand Creek; J.D. MII|saps, Mnan;
J.T. Crozier, Blackfoot; R W Mirphy, Mody Ceek; E.F. Allen, WIford;
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Matti e Watson, Elgin; Ms. Rebecca Mtchell, Beaver; C E. Arney, Eagle
Rock; Jennie Taylor, Eagle Rock; Cora Sills, Lyman; Nellie Carpenter,
Label l e; Lottie Bonney, Sunny Dell; C W Buck, WIIlow Creek; Gace
Jenks, Sand Creek. Lizzie Rowe, Ada Watts, Delia Smth and Mame Smth
were taking teachers’ exam nations and attended the convention. GCeorge
F. Gagon was county superintendent. A revival of the argunent over the
success or failure of the public school threatened the convention once;
but J.C. Brandon, of Rexburg, poured oil on the waters by asking

perm ssion for the public schools to debate on high |icense versus
prohi bition. The neeting declared itself as non-political and non-
sectari an.
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Jan. 20'", 1886
EAGLE ROCK. | DAHO TERRI TORY. U. D.

A di spensation dated January 11'", 1886, and signed by G H. Davis,
Grand Master, and Janes H Wckersham Gand Secretary, was granted to
forma | odge of Masons in Eagle Rock, Idaho Territory. Those who signed
the petition were:

Ander son, John C.
G een, \Wsley B.

Hardin, A M
Becraft, Henry L.
Cark, CH

Goodenough, E. L.
Howar d, Thonmas
Tayl or, David A
Dwyer, John
Moyes, Alfred
Nel son, Frank
Al'l residing in Eagle Rock, Bingham County, |daho Territory.

The Grand Master, G M Davis, appointed the following to be the
first officers of Eagle Rock Lodge, under D spensation;-
John C Anderson, Wrshipful Mster;
David A Tayl or, Senior \Warden;
Vesl ey B G een, Junior \Warden;

FI RST MEETI NG

On January 20'", 1886, Wednesday evening, a regul ar communication was
held with the followi ng officers in the respective chairs; -
J C Anderson, WM
E L Goodenough, S.W Pro tem
WB Geen, J.W;
H L Beecraft, Treasurer, Pro tem
C Hddark, Secretary, Pro tem
Jno. E Hall, Senior Deacon, Pro tem
John Dwyer, Junior Deacon, Pro tem
Samuel Twist, Tyler, Pro tem

At this nmeeting the initiation fee was fixed at $50.00 for the
three degrees - $25.00 for the first, to acconpany the application,
$15.00 for the Fellow Craft Degree and $10.00 for the Master Mason
degree, all payable in advance.

The dues were fixed at $10.00 per annum which was to include the
dues to the G and Lodge.

Petitions were received fromseven persons who applied for
menbership at this first neeting.

A notion was passed that a picture of J C Anderson, the first
Master, be suitably framed & hung on the walls of the | odge room al so
that a picture of the charter nmenbers be made & franed and nade the
property of the |odge, and a commttee appointed to carry out the intent
of the notion.

The Secretary was ordered to secure a seal of the | odge.
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The Finance commttee was requested to report the condition of the
Lodge at the next neeting.

In order to have funds with which to pay the necessary expenses of
organi zing the | odge, $150.00 was borrowed on a note signed by the
Trustees from CGeo. H Storer. At this first neeting steps were taken to
repay the loan, with interest.

The next neeting night was set for the following Friday that the
menbers m ght receive instructions.

A notion prevailed that upon the petition of a candidate for
initiation the ballot be spread for the three degrees.

As the new | odge had no ballot box and ballot balls steps were
taken to secure sane.

A constitution was witten on 11 pages of the first m nutes book
used by the lodge. No nmention is nmade of by-laws, nor is any nention
made of the nenbers who drew the constitution, no reference is nade to
its being adopted nor fromwhat source it was obtai ned.

The signatures of the first 21 nenbers signing the constitution
are as foll ows; -

John C Ander son,
David A Tayl or,

C Hdark,

E L Goodenough,
John Dwyer,
CGeorge H Storer,
M Trosper,

Thos. Howard ,

D F Chanberl ai n,
Frank Nel son,

Ben Asquith,

Al bert David Christiansen,
Char | es Kuehne,
Thorval d Hal | green,
Thonmas Rowe,

Wn L.C Atkinson,
Jno. d en,

H L Becraft

Harry d ark,

Burt H Chapnan,

J C House.

O those who were charter nenbers the followi ng did not sign the
constitution;

Vesl ey B G een,
A M Hardi n,
Al fred Myers.

Al of the mnutes are witten up by the secretary, C H d ark,
fromthe inception of the |odge, January 20'", 1886, until the meeting of
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April 21°, 1886, in a bold, |egible hand.

George H Storer, fromwhomwas borrowed the $150.00 to defray the
expenses of starting the | odge was not a charter nenber. He was a
menber of the Masonic Lodge at Corrine, Uah. He applied for menbership
at the second neeting held on January 27'", 1886. Two others applied for
menber ship at this neeting.

Four applied for nenbership at the next nmeeting, which was held on
February 39 1886. This was the third nmeeting of the lodge. The
menbers net for instructions & to review their work in the severa
degrees at this neeting.

The fourth meeting was held on February 10'", 1886. Some of the
brethren thought the initiation fee was not |arge enough and a
di scussi on was held, pro & con, concerning the advisability of raising
the fee. After the discussion it was decided to allow the fee to stand
at the anmount originally decided upon, that is $50.00. Again,
i nstruction was had anongst the brethren, instructing themin the work.

On February 17'", 1886 the fifth meeting was held, two applied for
nmenbership and instruction again held in the work.

The next week was a busy one for nmenbers. Furniture for the | odge
arrived and the neeting place was arranged to suit |odge purposes, a
partition arranged between the | odge room & ante roons, a stove set up
and the new | odge furniture installed.

On February 24'" 1886, the sixth nmeeting was hel d, which brought
forth ani mated di scussion before its close. The several conmttees to
whomwas referred the petitions of applicants reported, one unfavorable
& four favorable. Upon balloting three were rejected and two elected to
menbership. On two of the petitions balloting was held the second tine,
with results as at the first balloting. The result of the ballot then
becane a question with the nenbers present. The presunption was nade,
that, in consequence of the balls used for ballots being too near alike
in color, and the ones intended for black balls, not being readily
di stingui shed, that there was a probability the ballot had not been done
in accordance with the pleasure of the nenbers present. After some
di scussion a notion was nade that the balloting be declared null & void:
the notion carried. Four visitors present.

The seventh neeting was held on March 39 1886. The notion above
referred to was at this neeting declared out of order by the Master.
Five petitions were balloted on and were el ected, one was rejected.
Three visitors were present at this neeting. It was at this seventh
meeting that the first initiation was held, Ben Asquith receiving the
first degree in Eagle Rock Lodge.

The ei ghth meeting was held on March 5", 1886. At this neeting
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Martin Trosper and WL C Atkinson were initiated and the first degree
conferred on them Two visitors were present. These two were the
second and third nenbers to receive the degrees.

The ninth neeting was held on March 10'", 1886. At this neeting
one petition was acted on favorably & one was rejected.

The 10th neeting was held on March 12th 1886. Three visitors were
present. Degrees were conferred on T Y Hallgreen, Thomas Rowe and
Charl es Keuline, who were thus the 4'", 5" & 6'" to join.

The 11'" neeting was held on March 17'", 1886. At this neeting Ben
Asquith, Martin Trosper and De Forrest Chanberlain were present. As
they had received the first degree in prior neetings, they were exam ned
in the work of that degree & passed satisfactory exam nations. No work
was done during this neeting. One petition was acted upon favorably and
one rejected.

The 12'" neeting was held on March 19'". The three who had received
the first degree & had been exam ned were at this tinme given the second
degr ee.

The 13'" neeting was hel d on March 24'", 1886. Eight nmenbers were
present and five visitors. Considerable business was transacted at this
meeting. Exam nations were held of two who had received the first
degree and two in the Fellow Craft degree. The nenbers then were
instructed in the work of the third degree. Bills were paid for hal
rent, lights, fuel, & janitor. Rent of the hall was received fromthe
Qdd Fell ows Lodge and the Grand Arny of the Republic, which shows that
ot her bodi es occupi ed the buil ding besi des the Masons.

The 14'" neeting was held on 26'" day of March, 1886. N ne nenbers
were present and three visitors. Two who had received the prior degrees
were made Master Masons at this nmeeting. The first was Martin Trosper,
thus he was the first to be nmade a Master Mason in Eagl e Rock Lodge.

The second was De Forrest Chanmberlain. The latter was in the hotel

busi ness on Eagle Rock Street. He invited the brethren to visit his

pl ace where, in the dining rooma “sunptuous repast” was partaken of by
the members. As Martin Trosper had applied for nembership on the 20'" of
January, it will be seen that the first nenber to be raised to a Master
Mason by this |odge required in excess of 60 days tinme, and fifty days
in the case of De Forrest Chanberl ain.

The 15'" meeting was hel d on March 31%, 1886. One candidate
receiving the first degree.

The 16'" neeting was held on the 7'" of April, 1886, with 11 present
who were menbers and three visitors. A nmotion carried that all mnutes
as they appear in the mnute book be considered as regul ar, proper, &
| awf ul by Eagl e Rock Lodge under Dispensation. The neetings to be held
twi ce each nmonth on the first & third Wednesdays. Bills were presented
and paid, exam nations of brothers held & initiations held.

The 17'" neeting was held on April 14'", with 11 nenbers present and
three visitors present. One degree was conferred in the second degree.
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The 18'" neeting as held on April 215, with nine nmembers present
and three visitors. Bills were read & paid, exam nations held, and work
conferred in the Fellow Craft degree on two candi dates. The Wrshi pfu
Master, J C Anderson, presented the |lodge with a franmed portrait of
hinself, the first Master of Eagle Rock Lodge, which was accepted with
t hanks to the donor.

The 19'" meeting was held on April 28" with six brothers present
and two visitors. Ben Asquith was raised to the degree of a Master
Mason.

The 20'" neeting was held on May 5'", 1886, with eight nenbers
present and four visitors. An exam nation was held in the second degree
& the third degree conferred on Al bert D Christensen.

The 21%' nmeeting was held on May 12'", with 11 menmbers present. The
third degree was conferred on Chas. Keuhne. The Wrshipful Master, J C
Anderson, present an invitation fromthe GA R to the nenbers present
to attend with their wives and participate in celebrating Decoration
Day, June 1%, 1886.

The 22" neeting was held on May 19'". One application for
nmenbership was rejected and the first degree conferred on John G en. An
announcenent was nmade that the Gand Master of |daho would pay an
official visit to Eagle Rock Lodge on Thursday evening, May 20'", 1886.
This was to be the first visit by any Gand Oficer to this | odge and
word set to the nenbers to be present.

The 23'¢ neeting was hel d on the 20'" day of May, 1886. A speci al
neeting was hel d, nine nenbers and el even visitors were present. The
Worshi pful Grand Master of the Territory of |Idaho, Rev. G H Davis, was
received with honors, after which the third degree was conferred on Bro.
Hal | green. The Woirshi pful Grand Master of |daho gave an inspiring
address, conmplinenting the nenbers of the | odge on their work.

The 24'" neeting was held on may 26'", 1886, with seven nenbers
present and three visitors. The fellow Craft degree was conferred on
Thos. Rowe at this neeting.

The 25'" neeting was hel d on June 2", which was a special meeting,
ei ght being present. Petitions were received from Bl ackf oot and Oxford
by parties who desired to affiliate with this | odge. The neeting hour
was set at 8 P.M wuntil further notice.

The 26'" meeting was hel d on June 16'" with el even nenbers present.
Exam nation in the Entered Apprentice degree was held, and work
conferrgp inthe Fellow Craft Degree. A special neeting was set for
June 23'°

The 27”'neeting was held on the above date, with 10 nenmbers and
three visitors present and the third degree was conferred on Bro. Rowe.
A menber was reported sick and his famly in distress and a conmittee
appoi nted to ascertain what assistance was needed.

The 28'" neeting was held on July 7'", with 10 menmbers present. Two
applications were reported on a notion carried that the meetings during
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the hot weather would be held once a nonth on the first Wdnesday. The
finance commttee reported $128.99 in the treasury and $84.00 due the
| odge for rent fromother bodies neeting in the hall.

The 29'" neeting was held on Aug. 4'", with 11 menmbers present. One
application was rejected. Bills were paid, exam nations were held in
the Fellow Craft degree, and the third degree conferred. The receipts
of the evening were $114. 00.

The call ed meeting, the 30'" of the | odge, was held on August 6'"
1886, with fourteen nmenbers present, the third degree was conferred on
John d en.

No other entries appear in the first m nute book of Eagle Rock
Lodge.

The records disclose that the nmenbers were active during this
time, the applications, which were, rejected show that the nmenbers
refused to sacrifice quality in those who applied in favor of nunbers.
Meetings were held regularly, also special neetings were called, the
menbers were very busy keeping up in the work, assisting needy brothers
and the attendance was all that could be hoped for under the conditions
at that tine.

The following is taken fromthe record of the | odge, beginning at
page 74 of the second m nute book. The matter in the proceedi ng pages
is copied fromthe mnutes of the first book & is repetition of the
materi al conbined in the pages preceding this.

A copy of the Charter granted Eagl e Rock Lodge, gives the charter
menbers as foll ows, which does not agree with the nanmes as shown in the
first mnute book; -

CHARTER MEMBERS

J C Ander son, D A Tayl or, WB G een,

H L Becraft, C H d ark, A Moyes,

E L CGoodenough, Thos. Howar d, Thos. Rowe,
Wn L C Atkinson, Chas. Kuehue, Ben Asquith,
M Tr osper, D F Chanberl ai n, G H Storer,
Thos. Hal | goeed, A M Har di ng, F Nel son,
John d en, A D Chri st ensen, John Dwyer

Dat ed at Boi se,

I daho Territory,

5886, and signed by the Gand Oficers.
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FI RST ELECTI ON.

Sept enber 25'", 1886. Meeting called with 14 nenber’s present and
4 visitors. Election was held for officers for the ensuing Masonic
year. Those el ected were:

J C Anderson, WM Alf. Myes, S W

WB Geen, J W H L Becraft, Treas.

John 3 en, Secty.

E L CGoodenough was appointed S.D.: D F Chanberlain, J.D.;
And C Keuhue, Tyler; GH Storer, J.S.; MTrosper, S.S.

Eagl e Rock Lodge #19 was then regularly constituted by D strict
Grand Master Geo. WRichards, Bro. F.Riblett acting as naster of
cerenoni es. The above officers were then installed into their
respective stations.

A committee was then appointed on By Laws, consisting of D A
Tayl or, J C Anderson and E L Goodenough, Chairnman.

During the next neeting, on Sept. 29'" the committee above

menti oned asked for nore tine, which was granted. The next neeting was
on Qct. 6'", with 19 menbers & visitors present. Six applications were

received, bills allowed, the By Laws were read and adopted, after a few
changes bei ng made, and sane ordered printed, 200 copies ordered, with

the nanes of the nenbers and funeral cerenpnies. The Wirshipful Mster
was instructed to tell the Express Agent that the | odge would refuse to
receive the new seal until after it had been inspected.

A Charity Conmttee was appoi nted consisting of Brothers
Goodenough and Chanber| ai n.

On Cctober 21 the Secretary was instructed to keep a record in a
book of the applicants who had been rejected by the | odge. A nenber
suggested that a free ball be given on St.Johns day. Bro. Becraft was
aut horized to furnish heat and lights for .75 per night.

On Novenber 3rd it was suggested that nenbers & visitors register
seperately, giving the nunmber of their |odge. Three applications were
rejected & two el ected to nmenbership. Fees paid by applicants who were
rejected were to be repaid their noney through the Post Ofice. Bills
were presented & paid. A notion to pay Bro. Chanberlain for the | ast
banquet failed, and the nenbers agreed to pay or contribute the $32.00
required. A grievance conmttee was appoi nted consisting of Bros.
Chanb&rl i an, Keuhue & Trosper. Adjourned to hold a special neeting on
the 5.
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GRAND LODCGE PROCEED NGS
19™ ANNUAL COVMUNI CATI ON
BO SE CI TY, | DAHO TERRI TORY SEPT. 14™ 1886

Grand Master G H Davis; A dispensation was granted certain
brethren to open & work at Eagl e Rock (Now I daho Falls) to be known as
Eagl e Rock Lodge, U.D.

Demts;

No. 6, Weber Lodge, Utah, Sept.3rd, 1885, to John C Anderson. This is
the sane nman who was the first Wirshi pful Master of Eagle Rock Lodge,
#19.

Fromthe sane | odge on July 21%, 1885, Alfred Myes, who was one of the
first to form& join Eagle Rock Lodge (and incidentally the witer’s

G andf at her) .

The proceedi ngs di scl ose that the G and Secretary presented and
read the petition from Eagl e Rock Lodge nenbers, praying for a charter.

The annual record shows 9 nenbers initiated, 9 passed & 9 raised
during the |l odges’ life under U D. one admtted, 21 nenbers belonging to
Eagle Rock. During this tinme 10 had been rejected who had applied for
nmenber ship. The | odge has contributed $21.00 to the O phan Fund, the
total dues were $52.50 and the total receipts during the year were
$1, 115. 25, of this amount $992.51 was paid out, |leaving a balance in the
treasury of $124.74. There was only one other lodge in the Territory
whi ch had a greater amount of receipts, that of Nez Perce. At this tine
there were 15 lodges in the Territory.

Representatives from Eagl e Rock were paid $53. 10 each as del egat es
to the Gand Lodge, they were D A Taylor and H A Beecraft, mleage 301.

MEMBERSHI P

Those who petitioned for a charter have been naned in anot her
page. (See Jan.20'", 1886).
Initiated, Passed and Rai sed
Benj. Asquith, A D. Christensen, Chas. Keehne.
Wn S.C Atkinson, John Genn, Martin Trosper.
DeForrest Chanberlain, T V Hallgreen, Thos. Rowe.

Adm tted
George H Storer

During the nonth of Decenber petitions were received and acted
upon, sone favorably and sone unfavorably. Charges were preferred
agai nst two of the nenbers, trials were held and the charges not
sustai ned, the Brothers were found not guilty.

On Decenber 15'" the officers for the ensuing year were el ected:

J C Anderson WM
WB Geen, S W
HL Beecraft J. W
G H Storer, Treas.
John d enn, Secy.

45



The date given in the mnute book on page 95 is evidently in error
as the year should be 1887.

On Jan. 4'" a nmeeting was held with 8 menbers present and three
visitors. The mnutes state that “After the Wrshipful Mster had
installﬁg hinself” he then installed the officers who were el ected on
Dec. 15'".

The neeting of February 2", 1887 paid the note due to Bro. Storer.
It will be recalled that this note was given on Jan. 20'" 1886, for the
pur poses of defraying the expenses of organizing a | odge in Eagl e Rock.
The Ioﬂge had borrowed $25.00 fromJ Mdifford; this was repaid on
Feb. 16'".

On March 8'™" | odge opened with 9 member’s present and 3 visitors.
The Master Mason degree was conferred upon J C House by one of the
visitors, Grand Master Duncan of Mntana. After the brothers had nade
speeches, the nmenbers “retired to the dining roomof Bro. Chanberlain to
partake of a sunptuous banquet”.

Recei pts indicate that the Masonic Hall was al so occupied by the
I.0OQF.; Knights of Labor, and in other neetings the B.of Railroad
Trainmen also paid their rent to the Masons.

A mention was made during the neeting of May 18" that “the first
nmoney be used to purchase a Bible”.

A new record book having been secured, the Wrshipful Mster
instructed the Secretary to transcribe the mnutes in sane, during the
meeting of June 22",

During the neeting of July 6'" the ballot was spread and the
petition rejected, a second application was then balloted on and the
mnutes state that the ballot being “nore dark”™ the petition was al so
rejected. “Bro. G een was allowed not to vote” Regarding this notion
Sec. 12 (Art XIV) states “In balloting all nenbers of the | odge present
shal | vote”

A notice was ordered published in the “Eagl e Rock Regi ster” giving
the nights of regular neetings.

The neeting of August 17'" appointed a committee to | ook up the
meeting hall matters, and the G and Lodge dues ordered paid, anounting
to $112.00. Funds were borrowed from sone of the menbers, the tota
recei pts being $127.00.

Sept. 7'" 1887. The committee who were | ooking after a place to
nmeet reported that they had rented the hall lately occupied by the
Br ot her hood of Loconotive Engi neers in Tauphaus’ Bldg. for a rental of
$10. 00 per nmonth, the rental to be paid $5.00 by the Masons and $5.00 by
the 1.0 O F. |odge.

The noneys borrowed fromthe nenbers on August 17'" to pay G and
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Lodge dues was repaid to the Brothers on Sept. 21%.

On Novenber 2" the hall conmittee reported renting the hall to the
G A R for $3.00 per nonth.

At this neeting Gand Master Stevenson visited the [odge and the
menbers enjoyed his address.

The | odge seenmed to be having sone trouble with sonme of its
menbers. Summonses were issued to two of the offenders. They appeared
and the mnutes state that they were reprinmanded by the Master. One
stated that the trains were not running so that he could get to | odge on
time. Charges were also preferred against a Brother on Dec. 21° for
failure to obey a sumons.

An invitation was received from Cassi a Lodge, #14 to attend
installation and a ball.

Oficers were elected for the ensuing year as foll ows:

VWesley B Geen, WM Henry L Beecraft, S W
CGeorge H Storer, J W De Forrest Chanberlain, Treas.
WIlliamLyle, Secretary

Wn Kelly was appointed Marshal for the installing cerenonies.
The Worshi pful Master appointed the follow ng officers who were
install ed:
Wn Kelly, S D S F Taylor, J D
John denn, S S Jas. HBean, J S
Thos. Rowe, Tyler.

Gievance committee; J C Anderson, D F Chanberlain and G H Storer
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1887
GRAND LODCGE PROCEED NGS
BO SE CI TY, SEPT. 13™ 1887

Grand Master; Edw. A Stevenson;

Representati ves; John C Anderson by WB G een proxy;, WB Geen and
Henry S Becraft.

In the annual address the Grand Master commented on issuing a
charter to Eagl e Rock Lodge #19 to be presented by Geo. WRichards, Past
Deputy Grand Master in lieu of the Master.

The By-Laws were approved by the Grand Master of those adopted by
Eagl e Rock #19 and so reported to the Grand Lodge.

The Grand Master commented on issuing a charter to this | odge.

The menbers attention is called to the anount of $3.50 per capita
upon its menbers stating “W are the only lodge in the world which
| evies such a tax on its nenbers”.

Conmment is nmade to an appeal by a nmenber of this |odge, the
concl usion being that the “record, trial, etc. are very inperfect”.

Two who were admtted to this | odge were nmenbers of other | odges,
nanely, A Holnes, from M Lellan No. 49, New York and G A Peaster,
d endi ve, Montana, No. 31. The firstname, A D Hol nmes, denitted Dec. 18"
1887 from Eagl e Rock #19.

A resolution was submtted by the representative fromthis | odge
Bro. Becraft, concerning lecturers in the different districts, to the
end that the work woul d be nore uniform

MEMBERSHI P

Initiated 6; Passed 4, Raised 4; admtted 2; nunmber of nenbers 26;
demtted 1; rejected 8; Fourteen degrees conferred during the year,
whi ch was the second | argest nunber of any lodge in the Territory for
t he year 1887.

Del egates to the Grand Lodge received $49. 74 each.

Consi derabl e space is taken up on matters of interest to the
menbers of Eagle Rock #19, concerning trials, conduct that “becane
notorious as a public scandal to Masonry”, the Master is criticized,
al so the secretary whose records “reflect no credit on himor his
| odge”, the | odge was adnoni shed to, conduct its proceedings in
accordance with Masonic regul ations, the Master was instructed to
sumons the two Brothers who were under di scussion and in open | odge
reprimand them and nuch nore along simlar |ines.

ENTERED, PASSED AND RAI SED
Burt. Chaprman, John C House, Wn Kelly, Harry dark
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ENTERED
John Payne Henry O Stewart

ADM TTED
A. Hol nes G A Peaster

DEM TTED
A D Hol nes.

Rej ected, 8; Degrees conferred 14; Nunber of nenbers, 28
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1888

On Jan. 4'" a Charity Conmittee was apoi nted consisting of Storer,
Chanperlain and S F Tayl or.

The | odge requested a Brother to remt the sum of $68.00 being the
amount collected by himfor rent, dues and initiation fees.

On Feb. 16'" a trial was held and the Brother acquitted of the
char ges.

The Charity Commttee reported giving transportation to a needy
Brot her, by sending a conveyance from Camas, to Nicholia and bringing
the Brother to the RailRoad (reported in the nmeeting of March 21%) and
payi ng his hotel bill & sonme cash

It was either the custom or the law, that | odges notify ot her
| odges of any applicants who were rejected. The neeting of April 18"
| earned that a person who had been rejected in this Lodge had applied
for & had been received in the Portneuf Lodge #18, this without
perm ssion or notifying this |odge, and the Portneuf |odge was requested
to stop proceedings in this parties case & take the matter up with the
G and Master.

On May 16'" the minutes show that a Brother had been intoxicated at
a funeral in Uah & chargers were preferred against him The m nutes of
Sept. 5'" show this Brother suspended.

A Brother reported in the meeting of June 20'" that he had been
having trouble with a Brother in Eagle Rock. As this Brother was a
menber of a M chigan Lodge he asked that the “difficulty” be
i nvestigated. The Junior Warden reported that he had nade an
i nvestigation and found that the Brother who was present and asked for
the investigation be exonerated fromall blane.

On Qctober 3'® a comuni cation fromthe Grand Lodge notified Eagle
Rock Lodge #19 that one of its nenbers had been suspended for one year.

A bill was presented & paid for .50 for candles for the | odge.

The Charity Commttee reported paying the railroad fare and a
hotel bill for a worthy Brother on Dec.5'". At this meeting a bill was
presented for .40 for |anp chimeys, the janitor was Instructed that he
was enpowered to purchase coal and oil for use of the lodge, with the
under st andi ng that he should not purchase nore than one can of oil nor
nmore than 500 pounds of coal at any one tine.

On Decenber 19th the followi ng officers were el ected: -

Geo.H Storer, WM De Forest Chanberlain, S. W

F M Shoemaker, J. W John C Anderson, Treasurer

Wn S Lyle, Secty and the appointive officers were: -
Sanml. F Taylor, S. D H ram W Spencer, S. S

John Payne, J.S. Thos. Rowe, Tyl er

A warrant was drawn for $25.00 for services of the Secretary for
the past year; Bills paid;- Coal $2.80 and Coal oil $2.00.
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The above officers were installed by P.M Anderson; Marshal, H
Beecraft.
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On July 7, 1888, the Register says that “a colony of Norwegi ans of
over 1,000, under the supervision of a man nanmed Mon, have | ocated 1900
acres near the falls of the north fork for a townsite, to be called St
Ant hony, M. Moon says he will have 500 famlies in there by next
spring”.

Ei ght een ei ghty-seven, eighty-eight and ei ghty-nine was a period
when it | ooked doubtful whether or not Eagl e Rock would survive. At
that time Bi ngham county had the follow ng precincts: Beaver, Henry,
Camas, Rexburg, Teton, Market |ake, Eagle Rock, WIIow G eek, Bl ackfoot,
Chesterfield, Caribou, Pocatello, Portneuf, Gentile Valley, Oxford, and
Soda Springs. Eagle Rock had been the inportant point. But in 1888,
when Fred T. Dubois was el ected del egate to congress and he received 735
votes and Jas. H Hawl ey received 639, Pocatell o cast 371 votes, Rexburg
211. Bl ackfoot 168, Eagle Rock 137, Camas 78, Caribou 73, and smaller
nunbers in the other precincts. In other words, Eagle Rock had dropped
from 462 voles in 1886, or had | ost about 70 percent of its voting
popul ation in two years. No wonder it was generally thought that we
woul d soon be a flag station. Camas and Market Lake were |eading
candi dates for the future netropolis of the upper valley, the only rea
drawback to either of these centers being the nosquitoes.

A need which was increasingly realized about this tinme was at
| east two bridges across Snake river. H Gael and conpany operated the
Big Butte ferry across the main river, near Menan. The ferry across the
south fork was north of Lewsville and was operated by O ark & Swanson
But ice, high water and other hindrances nmade mail service over this
route so uncertain that someone proposed that they call it the “tri-
weekly mail; it goes up one week and tries to cone back the next.”

Rexburg had made rapid progress in the short tinme since Bishop
Ricks settled there with his colony from Cache valley. It was organized
as a voting precinct in 1888, and was second in the county in point of
nunbers. Their correspondent had a newsy colum in the Register, which
told of cattle and horse-stealing, Indian depredations, etc. One week
t hey conpl ai ned that while Indians had usually been considered
conservationi sts of game, they now found that said |Indians had been
killing many deer alnpbst at the doors of the ranchers, that they had
taken only the hides and hind quarters and had | eft the bal ance of many
carcasses to becone a nuisance, attracting predatory aninmals and
defiling the | andscape on all sides. Furthernore, it forced the
ranchers to go further for their own neat.

John and Len Wnegar, Broadhust and Harry Smth chased horse
thieves into Jackson’s Hole about this tine, and it is recorded that
“Red” and Jackson bit the dust, while Len Wnegar was severely wounded.

Anot her rather fanobus horse stealing case occurred in May, 1887.
Edward B. Harrington, Colunbus (Lun) N ckerson and Ji m Robi nson were
captured in Teton Basin with a band of stol en horses, Robi nson being
shot while being arrested. The coroner’s jury which sat on Robi nson’s
body turned in the follow ng verdict:

“I'n the case of Janes Robi nson, deceased, the undersigned jury, duly
sumoned and sworn to hold inquest over this body, find that said Janes
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Robi nson, whose body now |lies before us, cane to his death fromthe
fol |l ow ng causes:

First, by a gunshot; the bullet entering the back part of the left
t hi gh, and | odging on the inner side of the knee; said shot fired by the
constabl e and posse while trying to arrest himby | egal process, said
deceased trying to escape and evade the officers of the |aw

Second, drinking too much |iquor.

Third, bl ood poison and shock fromthe effects of a gunshot wound.

Fourth, unavoi dabl e delay in securing nmedi cal assistance.

Fifth, anxiety of mnd consequent upon his weak condition.

Si gned: Ednund , Nicholas Somrer, Nels Nelson, Fred Smth,
Wal ter Paul, Charles McNeil, Brigham H cks.”

Harri ngton and N ckerson pl eaded not guilty and told
circunstantial stories abut hunting el k, but they were both convicted.
They later broke jail at Hailey and in conpany wth another jail-breaker
were on their way to Jackson’s Hole, but they disclosed their identity
when at CGeorge Heath’s ranch on WI Il ow creek, and as soon as they were
gone Heath hastily organized a posse and re-captured them

The Rexburg correspondent that same spring thinks the crabapple

trees canme through the winter all right, but the experinent on Rhode

I sl and greeni ngs were not so successful. Butter and eggs were plentifu
and cheap, and the mnes at N cholis and Cari bou afforded ready narkets.

Road Supervi sor Don Hopkins was busy replacing a bridge on the Teton
river; T.E. Ricks, Jr., was |oading 30,000 pounds of potatoes at Market
Lake; Chas. Durrans was active in nusic and business; M. And Ms.
Hunsaker sang Sw ss yodeling songs; Henry Flanm built an i npl enent
house, and Mss Eliza Flanmvisited in Pocatello; the Yagers on Mpody
creek were surprised with a party; HramRand built a hotel.

In a crop report published in August 1887, Rexburg clainms 1000

acres in wheat, 200 acres in Lucerne, 55 acres in corn, 150 acres in
oats, and ten acres in sorghum
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1888
PROCEEDI NGS OF THE GRAND LODGE, BA SE CI TY, | DAHO TERRI TORY
SEPTEMBER 11™, 1888

Early in the neeting a resolution was introduced concerning two of
t he nenbers of Eagle Rock Lodge # 19, a simlar action having been taken
in the previous G and Lodge. Mich correspondence was had over the
matter & the sessions enlivened by the actions of the Brothers who were
di sposed to continue the tactics. Considerable space is given to the
charges & counter charges and the fight was one that well renenbered
both in the local |odge & the G and Lodge. The conment is nade that
“after a review of the trials, every energy is made to keep the
institution pure and its executions untarnished by elimnating every
unworthy element and all defective material that mght mar the beauty,
destroy the harnony, or deformthe symetry of our grand, noral Masonic
edifice”. Mich nore is contained in the report on this.

MEMBERSHI P

Initiated 5, Passed 5, Raised 5, Admtted 1;

Nurmber of menbers 27 Suspended 1; Demtted 7; Degrees conferred 15.
Past Master, John C Anderson.

Ent ered, Passed, & Rai sed
Jas. H Bean, H H Spencer, Wn S Lyle, Wn A Wodin.
Entered & passed — Geo. W Spencer

Rai sed. W J Adans
Admtted. F. M Shoenaker.

Demtted Wn L C Atkinson, Thos. Howard, Al fred Myyes, A D
Chri stensen, Chas. Kushne, Frank Nel son, Thos V Hall green

Suspended, 1.

Cccupations of nenbers.

Machi nists 8; Blacksmths 2; RR Foremen 2; Merchants 2;

One each of the follow ng: Banker, Stock grower, Physician, Hote
Keeper, Loconotive engi neer, Switchman, Carpenter, Probate Judge, Sal oon
proprietor, Sheriff, Painter & M ner.
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1889

An %ydit of the books showed that the | odge had on hand $312. 20 on
Feb. 6"

An application by a “Reading Society” was received, asking permni ssion
to use the hall, which request was refused, on May 1°.

Only two neetings are recorded — Feb. 6'" and may 1% during the year
1889 until Sept. 4™ of that year. Either the minutes are nissing or no
meetings were held. On the latter date the record shows that “the WM
G and Secretary” had witten to the | odge stating that “Wn G and
Lecturer of California, Brother J A Anderson would be in Boise to give
the California work during the session of the Gand Lodge”. On notion
the Worshi pful Master, Geo. H Storer, was instructed to remain in Boise
until he had |l earned the California work, the | odge would pay all
expenses not paid for by the G and Lodge.

On Dec. 18'", the election of officers was held, 7 voted:
De Forrest Chanberlain, WM S. F. Taylor, S W

F M Shoenmaker, J. W J. C. Anderson, Treas.
WS Lyle, Secy.

A communi cation fromthe G and Lecturer asking for a date when he
could find a |arge attendance in the | odge was received, the answer
bei ng that many of the nmenbers were out of town & no date coul d be set
whi ch woul d insure all being present. The | odge could only guarantee a
guorum whenever the Grand Lecturer would be able to nake a visit.

No record of the officers being installed is nade until the follow ng
April.
Wth few neetings, and a few nenbers attending |odge, it appears the

menbers had | ost interest, or had noved to other places, being unable to
attend | odge.
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1889
GRAND LODGE PRCOCEEDI NGS
BA SE, | DAHO, SEPTEMBER 1889.
John Hunter, MW G and Master

Geo. H Storer of Eagle Rock #19, W G and Pursuivant.

Representatives fromthis | odge were Geo. H Storer, De Forrest
Chamber| ain, and F M Shoenaker.

Past Masters of Eagl e Rock #19 were John C Anderson & WB G een.

Since the inception of the Grand Lodge each session comented on the
necessity of having uniformwork, the 22" was no exception, as the
subj ect was di scussed during each G and Lodge session.

The few volunes in the |library was added to during the year and the
foundation was thus laid for the present library.

The Grand Secretary commented on Eagl e Rock #19 that no degrees had
been conferred during the year.

The nmenbership during the year was 23 in this | odge, 3 were demtted,
none entered, passed or raised.

The MW G and Master appointed F M Shoermaker of this |odge to the
chair of W G and Sword Bearer.

A resol ution was passed thanking the Northern Pacific, O egon Short
Li ne, and Oregon Ry. And Navi gati on Conpani es and the various stage
conpanies of the territory for transportation of the representatives at
reduced rates.

H STORI CAL

When the first Grand Lodge was organized in this territory there were
five |l odges with a nenbership of 200, in the year 1867; In 1870 there
were 8 | odges with a nmenbership of 288; During 1875 there were 10 | odges
with 349 nenbers; In 1880 there were also 10 | odges with 384 nenbers;
During 1885 there were 12 | odges with 495 nenbers; At the close of 1889
there were 19 | odges with 748 nenbers.

DEM TTED
B H Chapman, Martin Trosper & Wn Kelly of this |odge demtted during
the year, the first two during 1888 & the |ast nanmed in 1889 as shown by
the Grand Lodge record.
Nurmber of nenbers residing in |daho, 18.

Nurmber of menbers residing out of Idaho, 5.
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Comment in the G and Lodge proceedi ngs from Montana concerning the
| daho Masons, “Oh that whi skey & wine resolution, we wish you to
under stand, dear brother, that you are altogether too strict a
constructionist. Listen to him

“By a strict construction, a brother whose breath indicated the
presence of the forbidden |iquids under his waistcoat could not enter a
| odge” By such a construction as that we are nortally afraid that sone
of our nost intense reformers woul d be occasionally shut out..

Again “Wiile witing this, a contest is going on in Congress to
di smenber Idaho. W hope it may fail, and that |daho may hol d her own
and get nore, till she is entitled and admtted to statehood” and “Thank
you for your kind words. W beat the divisionists and now it has al
bl own over. Qur people are united and loyal to Idaho. W have franed a
Constitution this year, &wll apply to Congress for statehood.

The first village board of Eagle Rock was el ected Novenber 16, 1889.
It consisted of Robert Anderson, nerchant and banker; Ed Fanni ng, road
master for the Utah Northern; DeForest (“Dick”) Chanberlain, hotel man
and sal oon keeper; L.P. Johnson, nerchant. The board el ected Robert
Anderson as their chairman, Nate O ark, then a boy of 19, as clerk.
H L. Rogers was nagi strate; C S. Wnters, attorney; Charles Ml ler,
mar shal ; Frank Martin, pound rmaster; WIliamE Weeler, fire inspector.

The vill age planned $1,400 for its first yearly budget. Part of this
was |icenses from sal oons, ganbling tables and public houses; part of it
was raised by a tax |evy.

The first ordi nance the new board passed was that chi meys nust
extend four feet above the roof. The fifth ordinance was adopting a
seal which read “Vill age of Eagle Rock”.

Council meetings were largely taken up with di scussions of conplaints
about ditches overflow ng and fl ooding roads and cell ars, and about the
depredations of the town herd.

Cow Herd an Institution

The town herd was an institution and it was both a conveni ence and an
aggravation. It was a convenience to turn old Brindle | oose after she
was mlked in the nmorning and know that she woul d soon be supervi sed by
some w de-awake |lad on an agile pony. There was an official chief
herder, and he had one or nore assistants. Lou Onens, Thede Smth, El ner
El g, Earl Changnon, Ed Tayl or, John Hol den and Earl Brinson took their
turn at this work. The cows were collected and driven to the outskirts
of town—dsually north or east. Wen the nunbers increased so there were
two herds, one of themwent across the river. The bunch grass anong the
sagebrush made fine feed. Late in the afternoon, the cows were returned
to their respective barns or lots. Sonetinmes the cows were contrary—
sonetines the boys were in a hurry and failed to securely fasten a gate
or the button on the barn door, and a cow got into sonebody’ s garden or
tranpl ed out the banks of a ditch.
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Water for irrigating | awns and gardens was run in a ditch fromW|I I ow
Cr eek. The town narshal was the water naster, but the snall ditches
filled with | eaves and ot her rubbi sh and once it got out of bounds, it
took a good prophet to say where the water m ght go.

N. H dark foll owed Robert Anderson as chairman of the vill age
board. Qhers who served with themwere George Chaplin, Hy Storer, E P
Coltman, J.D. Boyes, WW Keefer and WT. Smth. 1In 1895 the board was
Robert Anderson, chairman, H J. Hasbrouck, Joseph A. dark and J. M
Taylor, GG Wight was Treasurer, H K Lingen, attorney; WG Elis,
wat er nast er.

Fire protection up to this time had been a matter for each property
owner to look after, and they had conbi ned and established a horsecart
conpany in 1885. But the village took over the apparatus, and al so
proposed a chem cal engine. WH B. Crow owned the water works of the
town, but his mains were quite limted in extent; many people stil
bought water by the barrel for donestic use. This barreled water was
taken fromthe river. There were four hydrants on Front Street, but
exam nation at this time proved that only one of them could be used.
This plug was at the Brooks house corner; the one at the depot was not
the right size for the hose to fit, and the two at Robert Wite' s store
and Dick Chanberlain’ s hotel were broken. So the chem cal engi ne was
deened quite necessary by the board, but was vigorously opposed by the
legal fraternity through their representatives, J. Ed Smth, Frank
Detrich and CE Wnters, who clainmed that the village had no right to
expend funds for such a purpose. The purchase was finally nmade, with
$200 paid down, and the entire price being $1, 000.

First Fire Chief

Fred Mosely and C.S. Crabtree were candidates for the position of
first fire chief; Msely got the appointnent. He also served as night
wat chman and received a salary of $75 per month. A fire station was
built on railroad ground, about where Rudman’s jewelry store now stands;
WW Keefer took a contract to build it for $185. 00.

Vol unteer firemen were Albert Geenwell, Charles Smth, Chris
Poul son, C V. Hanson, Frank DeKay, Frank Ransey, J.M Taylor, C arence
Chapin, Russ Htt, Neal McMIIlan and Eugene Wi ght.

Imredi ately following this, the town built a jail. WW Keefer was
the contractor; the price was $234, and the county paid half of it.

The town was growi ng and things were noving fast. Next they wanted
an electric light and a water plant, and began to dicker with WH. B
Crow for his water system M. Cow wanted $10, 000; the board offered
hi m $5, 000, whi ch he refused.

The same town board was re-elected in 1896, and one of their first
acts was to ask for a bond issue of $30,000 to buy out M. G ow and
build an electric light plant. The vote was 126 for the bonds and 85
against them but a two-thirds vote was necessary to carry. A few
mont hs | ater, another bond el ection was held, and this tine the bonds
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| ost by three votes.
New Town Board

This town board was defeated in 1897 by T. B. Shannon, chairmnman
N. Dahlstrom Joe Hurst, Ed Fanning and B. Bennett. It was a quiet
adm ni stration. |In 1898, George Chapin, Frank Martin, Al ex Robbie,
Joseph A O ark and Janmes Thomas won out. They inmmedi ately reopened the
canpaign for an electric light and water plant. On August 9, 1898, the
town voted bonds for $25,000 for this purpose, the vote standing 200 to
100. The vote sounded suspiciously even, and the el ection was contested
to the suprene court, where the bond i ssue was | ost by a decision that
Idaho Falls was a town of the second class, instead of a village, as the
el ection call had worded it. Bonds for $25,000 were agai n voted on
February 14, 1899, the vote being 271 to 68.

April 12, 1899, the sane board was re-el ected, except that WIIliam
Li ndsay took the place of Al ex Robbie, and Joseph A. dark was el ected
chai r man.

On April 3, 1900, at the regular election, Idaho Falls voted itself a
city of the second class, to be governed by a mayor and city council
The mayor el ected was Joseph A Cdark, and the councilnmen were WIIiam
A. Taylor, Louis E g, Janmes Thonmas, Chris Pein, Frank Martin and Janes
H Weirman. The clerk Ms. Emma Hurst; the police judge, Cal Pelot; the
city attorney, Harry Holden. The first city plant was built that year,
where the Boul evard park is now | ocated, and the city canal was |ater
filled in to make the Boul evard.

The village roads and town boards had nmet in various buildings and
of fi ces about town; one of these was a hall on Front street which the
Met hodi sts rented for their services. The Methodists sublet it to the
town board for $4 a nonth for such tinme as they needed it. The offices
of A'V. Scott, Judge Rogers, Hy Storer, A D. Mrrison, and dark &

Hol den were al so used for neeting places. 1In 1900, the new city bought
from Robert Anderson, for $35, the | ocation on Park Avenue whi ch was
sold last year to the Kress conmpany. They noved their old chem ca
engi ne building onto the newlot for a city hall
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1890

On April 2" a telegramwas received fromthe Butte, Mntana | odge,
i nform ng the nenbers of Eagle Rock Lodge of the sickness and deat h of
one of their nmenbers, Ben. Asquith, who died of pneunonia and desired a
Masoni ¢ Funeral. This is the first death chronicled in the m nutes of
any nenber of this | odge.

At this neeting the officers who were elected in Decenber, 1889 were
installed by JC Anderson, al so
CGeo. H Storer, S D Thos Rowe, J D
WA Wodin, S S HOStewart J S
WJ Adans, Tyler J H Bean Marshall

The dues of the nenbers was reduced from $10.00 to $6.00 at this
nmeet i ng.

On June 4'" a nmeeting was held. The first order of business was the
readi ng of a communication fromthe Mdst Wirshi pful G and Master of

I daho in which he took to task the officers of Eagle Rock Lodge for
installing officers other than on the date set by the Constitution and
directed themnot to performany work until the proper steps had been
taken to legally get a dispensation and install the officers legally.
The Secretary replied to this comunication fromthe Gand Oficers,
stating that the officers had been present and asked for a dispensation
to cover the error. This was granted by wire. Under this authority the
follow ng were installed by P. Master J C Anderson; -

D F Chamberlain, WM S F Taylor, S W
WS Lyl e Secy Geo H Storer S D
Thos Rowe, J D WA Wodin S S
H O Stuart J S WJ Adans, Tyler

J C Anderson, Treas.

On August 6'", an official visit was nmade by the Mbst Wrshipful G and
Master of |daho, Bro. Geo. L. Shoup, who conplinented the nenbers on the
work they had been doing. He also gave a dispensation to the |odge to
install F M Shoenaker as Juni or Warden.

As the Grand Master was well known to many of the Brothers and had given
a nost interesting talk to the Brethren his visit was rmuch enjoyed by
all who were present.

The Charity Committee had performed charitable wo
in

rk
and nade their report to the | odge and sent a bi

to a worthy Brother
Il covering expenses.
On Decenber 17'" the el ection was held and appoi nt ments nade;

D F Chanmberlain, WM F M Shoemaker, S W

WS Lyle J W GH Storer, Treas. J O Bunting, Secy
Appoi nt ment s:

S F Taylor S D Thos Rowe, J D WJ Adans Tyl er

WA Wodin, Marshall J A Bean and H H Spencer, Stewards

Shoenaker, Storer, and Taylor, Gievance

Lyly, Rowe, and Stewart, Charity,

Storer, Taylor, and Bunting, Auditing.
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A committee was appointed to purchase a set of jewels for the | odge.
Al so a book to record the nanes of applicants who were rejected.

1890

PROCEEDI NGS OF THE | DAHO GRAND LODGE, SEPTEMBER, 1890. BO SE, | DAHO
23® Annual Communi cati on.

Geo. L Shoup, MWG M

F M Shoenaker of Eagle Rock #19 W G and Sword-Bearer.

DELEGATES:

DeForest Chanmberlain by HL Becraft, proxy; Samuel F Taylor by sane
proxy; F M Shoermaker by sanme proxy fromthis | odge

PAST MASTERS

John C Anderson, CGeo. H Storer, WB. Geen.

The address of the MWG M Shoup was one of the nost masterfu
ever delivered at the Grand Lodge, showing a grasp of the problens
confronting the order and a nmeans of solution. He also conmented on the
year 1863 “ldaho had been admtted as a Territory during that year. |Its
popul ati on was conposed | argely of adventurers, but the charter nenbers
of ldaho Lodge were nen of sterling worth, and as an evi dence that they
have guarded well the outer door, their |lodge is today one of the
representative |odges of this jurisdiction”.

Sone space is even given to Eagle Rock | odge, the dispensation to
install officers is commented on. Comment nade by the Master of this
| odge that the snow was deep, weather bad and as it was inpossible for
the nenbers to attend no quorum was present on the eveni ng when the
of ficers shoul d have been installed, no quorum being had until April
N neteen lodges in the state.

During the year Shoshone Lodge #7 and Boi se #2 were
consol i dated on Nov. 21%, under the nanme and nunber of Boi se #2
Deat hs: Ben Asquett on March 2" and John MDer nott
on July 15'" both of this |odge.
The report of the Grand Librarian shows that the
rary was being added to and the foundation laid for the future
rary now possessed by the Gand Lodge.

The report of the Grand Lecturer, Chas. C
St evenson shows that he visited and gave instructions to the nenbers of
this | odge as well as many others in this jurisdiction.

During the year one was initiated, one
passed, none raised, one was adnmtted, one died, and three demtted, two
degrees conferred and the nmenbership is given as 21

Del egate H L Becraft was paid $28.06, and
was el ected or appointed RW Gand Oator.

The railroads and stage conpani es were
agai n thanked for giving reduced rates to the delegates to the G and
Lodge. Adm tted during the year; Anbrose
Englis, fromSilver Gty #5, Nevada.

Demtted: John Dwyer, E L Goodenough,

lib
lib

D A Tayl or. Rei nstated: D A Tayl or

Entered and Passed: John O
Bunt i ng, Non-affiliated: Henry L
Rogers.
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VEMBERSHI P.

Cccupations were as follows: Farnmers 4, 2 each of nmerchants,

physi ci ans, and railroad foremen; one each of nachinist, hot el
proprietor, printer, blacksmth, R R superintendent, fireman, conductor,
capitalist, mll owner, sheriff and stock grower.

Menbers residing in Idaho 15, outside |daho, 6.

The Grand Secretary reports activities of other jurisdiction. W find
in one page this “W have crossed the threshold of Statehood, and can
now shake with you on the glory of being once nore a full-fledged
Anerican citizen”.

1891

The first neeting of the year was on May 20'" with six menbers present
and two visitors.

Fromthe scarcity of nmeetings during the year the Brothers seened to
have difficulty in either the | odge, anongst its nenbers or else a
guorumwas hard to secure. The Secretary was instructed to comunicate
with the Grand Lodge officers and | earn the nunber necessary to be
present to hold a neeting.

Oficers were el ected on Decenber 16'" and installed by PM D M
Chanber | ai n.

S F Taylor, WM WS Lyle, S W

WA Wodin, J W J C Anderson, Treas.
Appoi nt ment s:

D F Chanberlain, S D MPatrie, J D

H L Becraft, and H H Spencer, Stewards

F M Shoenmaker, Marshall WJ Adams, Tyler.
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24'" Annual Communi cati on
Proceedi ngs of the Grand Lodge, Boise, |daho
Sept enber, 1891.

Grand Master Ainslie. HL Becraft of Eagle Rock #19 R WG and
O ator.

Past Masters; of Eagl e Rock; -
John C Anderson,; Geo. H Storer; F A Chanberlain and WG Lane.
Del egated; - D F Chanberlain;- F M Shoemaker and WS Lyl e, none
of whom were present.

O those who had organi zed the first Gand Lodge there were alive
only nine. The G and Master recomended in his annual address, anobng
other matters that a book or regi ster be provided by each | odge for

t he purpose of registering the nanme of each nenber, the place and
date of his birth, the date of his comng to |Idaho, dates of his
initiation, passing, and raising, the name and | ocation of the |odge
doi ng that work, the date of adm ssion, suspension, expulsion, and
death, offices in constituent and G and Lodges, date of hol ding,
civil positions held, and any incidents connected with the history of
Masonry in the Territory or State and other itens of personal history
as the | odge may desire to preserve. The report contains 286 pages.

VEMBERSHI P
Rai sed, 1; Passed, 1; nunber of nenbers 20; Demitted 2; Rejected 1.

A special conmittee reported that the Grand Lodge shoul d have the
portraits of Past Masters and franes for sanme and suggested that the
several |odges supply itself with pictures of its nmenbers as nenentos
for future use.

Eagl e Rock #19 was placed in the Sixth District Lodges for the
Instructor and Grand Lecturer, the others being in Pocatello, Al bion,
and Sal non.

Resol uti ons were passed on the death of the first Gand Master,
Laf ayette Cartee, later was G and Secretary. He had been present at
the sessions of the G and Lodge at all neetings except one.

Resol uti ons were passed that all spirituous, vinous, and nalt
liquors should be excluded fromthe | odge roons, anteroons or halls
connected with and under the control of any of the |odges.

Anot her resolution was “Resol ved, That it be the inperative duty
of each constituent |lodge to conpile a historical history of their
menbers” al so the | odges should procure and have franmed the portraits
of its Past Masters and the nmenbership and that the el ective G and
Oficers should file brief autobiographies with the Gand Secretary.
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MEMBERS ADM TTED:. Martin Patrie, fromthe Shil oh #8, Dakot a.

Members Demitted: A M Harding on Decenber 17'" 1890 and on the sane
date J C House.

In the revised list of Past Masters of Eagle Rock | odge is given
the nane of WB G een and does not contain the nane of WG Lane as
does the list in the early days of the conmunication

Rai sed: J OBunting,; Admtted MPatrie;

Comment is nmade that P. G Master Geo. Shoup was first Governor and
United States Senator.
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1891
GRAND LODCGE PROCEEDI NGS.
H STORI CAL.

It will be recalled that at the tinme the first lodges in the Territory
of ldaho requested di spensations to formlodges within the Territory,
that owing to the changes in the boundaries of |Idaho, O egon clained the
same right and granted three charters. These |odges were fornmed in the
western part of |daho. The eastern part of |Idaho was al so to undergo
several changes in its boundaries. The first state line included part
of western Montana. Sonme Masons desired to forma | odge near the town
of Virginia Gty, at a town called “Nevada”, in Mntana. Accordingly a
petition was sent to the Gand Oficers of the state of Nebraska, who
granted the petition, the | odge to be known as |daho Lodge, U D. at
Nevada City, Montana Territory. The date was Novenber 17'" 1863. Mark A
Moore was WM and Robert Hereford was Secretary. This |lodge initiated,
passed and rai sed two candidates and initiated one other. The record
further states “"At that tine our territory (Nebraska) was all enbraced
in ldaho. Mntana was not created as a separate political body till
May, 26'" 1864. This explains how the record has Nevada City, |daho as
being in Montana”. The record further states “As we have understood the
di spensation was returned and the charter asked for, but it never
reached its destination probably falling into the hands of road agents
or Indians. Now the | odge of our own creation has di sappeared with the
once busy and populous mning city known as Nevada CGty. Only the
shadow of a once great nane renains.”

Anot her | odge was created under the jurisdiction of Uah. Chartered
Cct ober 7'" 1867, and united in form ng the Grand Lodge of Utah, January
16'"  1872. The charter was
granted this | odge — Wasatch #8 Salt Lake City — and was operated under
what | ater became the state of Mntana, thus charters were granted
lodges in this section fromthe jurisdictions of Oregon, WAshington,
Nebraska and Ut ah.

65



The 1891 boomin lIdaho Falls did not last long. Lots were sold far
and wi de at from $100 to $600 each. Thousands of them were sold, one
conpany al one purchasing 1500. There was a bad taste in nany nouths
when it was over, and sonme severe criticismfromthe press. The sane
conpany had booned ot her towns, being in Ogden i mmedi ately before com ng
her e.

There was a renewed feeling of dissatisfaction over changing the nane
of the town. |If there had been sonme “high-flying”, people were
certainly back to earth. And that had its advantages, for roads,
bri dges and canals cane in for a | arger anount of interest and
di scussion than ever before.

At one neeting in 1892, Joseph A. Smth of the Z. C MI. advocated the
extension of ditches and the planting of trees as a matter of conmunity
interest as well as beautification. He pointed out that the one hundred
and twenty trees already growing in the town were quite insufficient
especially when it cane to checking the wind and the dust. Dust storns
actually crippled business two or three days in each week, for the
peopl e woul d not venture out in them and that at |east one day was
required to nmake a store presentable after such a storm even though wet
sheets were hung before the wi ndows and shel ves. Board sidewal ks were
buried so deep in sand that in many places they could not be seen at
all. There were no cultivated fields near town, and the wind had a
clean sweep up the valley; it was estimated that the sand hills noved in
a northeasterly direction fromfive to seven feet in a year.

T.J. Lillis also entered a plea for nore trees and ditches, and “G b”
Wight nmade a talk favoring a bridge over the South Fork, which would
i nduce Rexburg Trade to come to ldaho Falls instead of all going to
Mar ket Lake. This had already been tal ked of for about five years.
J.C. Anderson again urged a road across the desert to Lost Rver and it
was at this tine that George Brunt first appears in connection with such
aroad. He went with the crewthat ran a V-shaped rail over the
proposed route to break the sagebrush. George has been interested in
this road so persistently that he is entitled to a full neasure of
success.

It was in 1892 that the brick school house, which is now the north part
of the Central school building, was built. The corner stone was laid on
August 6'" of that year, and the cerenonies were “participated in and
wi tnessed by the majority of the people of the town. It was one of
t hose occasions in which the better feelings of the comunity were
awakened and every one joined with enthusiasmin celebrating the
commencenent of the construction of one nore tenple of education, and
one which will materially add to the nmeans by which our young nmay be
educated as well as an addition to the appearance of the town. The
building is to be one of the best in the state, and under the able and
energetic superintendency of M. A N nk, the contractor, is fast
appr oachi ng conpl eti on.
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The children were fornmed in procession on Capital Avenue under the
direction of mayor Storer, Joseph A. Smth and others, and headed by the
I daho Falls brass band. They marched with stream ng banners proudly
across the city to the building now well advanced in construction, and
were assigned a place on the floor anong several hundred | adies and
gentl emen al ready assenbled. After sone fine nusic by the band, Myor
Storer, master of cerenonies, announced prayer by Rev. Van Gei sen, which
was an appropriate and fervent one.

M. Ceorge Chapin then stepped forward and briefly announced the
object and significance of the gathering. M. C W Ransey then read a
list of the articles to be placed in the receptacle of the corner stone.
They were as foll ows: school census with Iist of school officers and
teachers and nane of architect and nanme of builder: formof bond used to
secure noney to erect the building; copies of The Times and The
Regi ster; United States flag; general school |aws; report of the
governor of Idaho for 1889 to 1890; copies of the platformof the
Denocratic, Republican, Prohibition, and Peoples’ parties; nenorandum of
date of incorporation of ldaho Falls, with the list of present officers,
boundaries of the city and assessed val uati on; nmenorandum gi vi ng
boundari es of school district and assessed val uati on; business cards of
a nunber of our citizens; nane of the first school teacher and date the
school opened; several current coins given by various citizens, and a
coin of 1849 given by George Chapin.

The corner stone was then laid by the mayor. Mre nusic by the band
and then M. WT. Smth delivered the oration, which was a fi ni shed one
and which elicited the encomuns of the nmultitude. After the
pronounci ng the benediction by Rev. Dr. Sawyer, the children reported to
the ol d school building close by, where was spread several tables |oaded
with good things for the little ones, who for an hour were nade happy in
their revelry with ice cream candy, |enonade, and nuts. This feast for
the little ones was under the kindly direction of Mss Eva Rosenberger,
assi sted by several other |adies.”

Bowen Curley was president, WR Kinnaird was vice president, and Jay
Mason was cashier of the new Bank of Idaho Falls and they opened for
busi ness in their own buil ding.

E. P. Coltman opened his lunber yard, and the G aehl Hotel was built.
N.H dark withdrew fromthe Anderson Bros. Store, and with Ed Fanni ng
organi zed the dark and Fanni ng Co.

In the fall of 1892, interest was one nore revived in securing a
state institution. Bannock and Frenont counties were being proposed,
and then lIdaho Falls was to get the Agricultural College. Idaho Falls
sent a | obbying conmttee to Boise, and “gave till it hurt” to supply
the necessary funds; the Agricultural college plan was carried in the
House but lost in the Senate by two votes.

Rexburg expected to be the county seat for the new Frenmont County,
but the nanme of St. Anthony was substituted in the bill at the |ast
m nut e.

“The Tines is now ready to receive grain, potatoes, wood, or anything
el se it can use, on subscription. Any responses in this direction wll
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be cordially appreciated.”
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1892

The first neeting of the year was held on March 16'", with seven
menbers present. One nenber was initiated in first degree.

The next neeting was held on Sept. 1°7'" with seven nenbers present
and three visitors. The Fellow Craft degree was conferred.

On Decenber 21°%' | odge nmet with seven nenbers and one visitor present.
A candi date was examined * then raised to the master nason degree.

El ection of officers was held and those el ected were installed by
P.M Geo. H Storer.

WD. Lyle, WMV

M Pertie SW

JC Ander son, Treas.
Geo. H Storer, Secty.
DF Chanberl ain, SD
JH Beam JS

WA Wodi n, Marshal

No ot her meetings were recorded during the year.
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Experi ences Conducti ng Funeral s

One of the charter nmenbers of Eagle Rock #19 told of his experience
while visiting a sick nenber, who had sonme LDS relatives. The sick man
said “I may not nmake the grade this time, and if | pass out, | want you
to conduct ny funeral services.” This was agreed to. The nenber was
wel | posted on the funeral cerenonies & had conducted many services at
the graves of departed brothers. The sick nan added “I do not want any
of those dammed Mornons at ny funeral nor do | want themto have any
part in it”. The sick man soon died, the relatives were very insistent
that the LDS church conduct the services. The nenber did not wish to
oppose them however the sick man’s friends insisted, and he did as he
had prom sed, nmuch to the disgust of the relatives, who never forgave
himfor this act. “Hs soul will burn in the everlasting fires of hell”
said the Bishop, “unless he is buried in our faith”.

Anot her nenber called in the | odge officers, told them he was going &
asked themto conduct his funeral, to which they agreed. He insisted he
was a Mason, had been one for many years, had his heart in it & thought
nmore of it than of his own Protestant church, or any other, and to be
sure he had a proper Masonic burial. He sated his relatives would
oppose it, as they were Catholics, but for themto remenber his request,
and pay no attention to the pleadings of any of his relatives.

He died a few days after this, and the relatives insisted that he had
recanted masonry, did not believe it, did not want a Masonic funeral, &
said they would not permit himto be laid in his final resting place by
the masons. This brought nmatters to a head. An agreenent was reached
wher eby the body was taken to the Catholic Church, services were held,
to please the near relatives, after which the body was taken in charge,
at the church door, by the Masons, who did not enter the church, but
stayed outside until the church services had ended.

The nenbers then took charge, the full Msonic burial services were
held in the cenetery, the Catholics remaining away. Mich coment was
heard over these funerals and while sone bitterness was displayed, tine
has soot hed the wounded feelings and the incidents are apparently
forgotten.

Sone of the relatives are still here, it would do no useful act to
mention the names, hence they will remain unknown insofar as this
narrative is concerned. A few questions by anyone who is curious &
interested will disclose who the nenbers were, as the above is well
known to the ol der nenbers.
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1892
PROCEEDI NGS OF THE GRAND LODGE, BA SE, | DAHO
25™ ANNUAL COVMUNI CATI ON, Sept enber 1892.

MN Grand Master John Henry Myer. Past Masters; John C Anderson; Geo
H Storer, WB G een & DF Chamberl ai n;

Del egates; SF Taylor; W5 Lyle, WA Wodi n;

New | odges constituted; Kootenai #24 and Shoshone #25, and

di spensation to forma | odge at Payette |daho nanmed Washoe Lodge;

D spensation issued Feb 18th 1892, King Sol onon Lodge, Montpelier.

Di spensation granted on May 2" 1882 (Probably shoul d be 1892) to form
Name Lodge UD; Dispensation issued Aug. 2", 189 El nore Lodge, UD.
Speci al di spensation was granted Wi ser Lodge #23 to renove their hall
fromthe old Wiser to the new town of Wiser on the line of the Union
Paci fic Railway.

Since the | ast comunication of the Gand Lodge, three of the Past
Masters of Idaho #1 had passed away.

Eagl e Rock Lodge #19 initiated one, passed & rai sed none, nenbership
21, of these 15 reside in |Idaho and six outside of the state.

O the del egates none were present at the G and Lodge.
New menber; Entered, Peter Melling; in this |odge.
D scussi on was had on the work of the Grand Lecturer, as it appeared

the work was not being acconplished that was intended. A resolution was
i ntroduced to do away with that office.
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1893

On May 17'", 1893 | odge opened with seven nenbers & 2 visitors
present. At this nmeeting four petitioned for menbership.

The next neeting was on June 21, conmmittees reported and nenbers
bal | ot ed on candi dates and one candi date initiated.

A proposal was made that the initiation fees be $25.00 for the first,
$15.00 for the second, and $10.00 for the third degrees.

On August 16'" a neeting was held with 8 members present and Brot her
Bowen Curley of Betzer Lodge #135, of McGegor, lowa, a visitor. One
petition was received, an exam nation was held and one degree conferred
in the second degree and one in the first.

The nmeeting of Sept 6'" opened with 7 nenbers & one visitor. The
initiation fees were agreed upon as follows: Entered Apprentice $25. 00,
Fel l ow Craft $20. 00, and Master Mason Degree $15.00. One candi date was
made a Master Mason.

On Sept enber 20'" work was conferred on the candi dates present.

On Decenber 20th all nenbers were present. Election was held and the
officers installed by PM JC Anderson.

M Petrie, Wn

JC Anderson SW

W Adans, JW

SF Tayl or, Treas.

GH Storer, Secty.

DF Chanberl ain, SD

Peter Melling JD

Geo F agon, SS

WA Wodin, JS

JB Cut shaw, Tyl er
HH Spencer, Marshal

Conmittee on finance and a Charity committee was appointed. A
resolution commttee to draft resolutions on the death of AE Englis who
died on Cct 11, 1893 was appoi nt ed.

72



1893
26'" ANNUAL COVMUNCTI ON,
| DAHO GRAND LODGE, BA SE, | DAHO
SEPTEMBER 1893
| saac C. Hattabaugh, MW G and Master;
Past Masters Eagl e Rock #19;

John C Anderson; Geol H Storer; WB Green; DF Chanberlain & SF
Tayl or .

Represent ati ves;
W5 Lyle; Martin Patrie; W Adans.

D spensations were granted for the formng of two new | odges,
Sal ubria #31 and Unity Lodge #_ at Cenessee, Latah Co.;

New | odges instituted; King Sol onon #27, Montpelier, Washoe Lodge
#28, Payette, El nore Lodge #30, Muntai n Hone.

Instituted, consecrated, & dedicated Kendrick Lodge #26 of Kendri ck;
Instituted, Nanpa Lodge #29.

The Governor of |daho, W MConnell, invited the G and Lodge nenbers
to visit the state offices & penitentiary.

Papers were filed in reference to the surrender of the Charter of
Al turas Lodge #12, at Rocky Bar.

Regal i a was purchased for the Gand Oficers.

Adm ssions: George F Gagon, to Eagle Rock Lodge #19 from Ti ne No. 569,
II1inois.

Secretary CC Stevenson reported “The prevailing hard tinmes resulting
fromthe depression of silver & consequent scarcity of noney”. For
these reasons he curtailed his report to save expense to the | odge.

Menmber ship of Eagle Rock #19; Initiated one, passed one, raised one,
adm tted one, menbers 23. Three degrees conferred during the year, 17
menbers living in ldaho & 6 outside of the state.

The del egates fromthis | odge appear to have not attended the G and
Lodge as no paynent is entered as having been paid to them as del egat es.

Gand Oficers; Alfred Myes, fornmerly of this lodge & a charter
menber, now of Pocatell o #18, was el ected RWJr G and Warden.

Bi ographi cal Hi story: Menbers of the Grand Lodge have a short notice
of their lives published in the annual report, including one of Alfred
Moyes, now a nmenber of Pocatello #18, and fornerly a charter nenber of
Eagl e Rock #19.
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In 1893, there was a real depression in Idaho Falls. Aside fromthe
nati onal picnic, we were still suffering fromthe after-effects of the
boom Buildings were offered at the buyer’s own price, but there were
few bi dders, for noney was scarce. Qur efforts to secure the state
agricultural college had been expensive: we had al so worked on a plan to
create Teton county, with Idaho Falls as the county seat; but I|daho
Fal | s seened destined to hold the sack when political pluns were being
passed around.

However, sone really solid progress has been nade. On Friday, Aug.
12, 1892, “M. Morrison, the energetic general nmanager of the G eat
Western canal, in celebration of the event of turning in the water. The
party consisted of the followwng: M. and Ms. GG Wight, M. and Ms.
C.W Ransay, Rev. Dr. Sawyer, Frank Hitt, H J. Hasbrouck, WT. Smth
M. Ferris, engineer, Wn E Weeler, John Taylor, George Chapin, Dr.
Mtchell and M. Cavanaugh. This little event, so sinple initself, is
fraught with great inportance to the future popul ation, that nust ere
long occupy it. The turning in of the water is an event which nmeans
another long stride in the direction of prosperity and enpire.”

The business nmen could see the inportance of a bridge across the South
Fork of the Snake, and were working hard for it. On Sept. 5, 1892,
“A V. Scott, Joseph A-. Smith, R Rounds, L.T. Mtchell, John Taylor, and
the three conm ssioners, Messrs Hays, Breckenridge and Garletz, went to
select a site for the new bridge contenpl ated over Snake River, in order
to better connect Rexburg with the town and county. The |ocation was
fixed at a point a mle above the present Anderson ferry. The
measurenents indicated that it would require about 800 feet, including
trestlework, to span the river. The bridge over the dry bed will be
constructed about 200 yards above the present crossing between
Lewisville and Menan. It is estinmated that the entire structure wll
cost about $10,000. The party returned well satisfied with their
i nvestigation and the trip generally. They were extravagant in their
prai se of hospitalities extended to them by Johnny Reed.”

That trip led to the first forerunner of our present-day “Good WII”
tours. They started Sept. 10, 1892, and the party included G G Wight,
N.H dark, E P. Coltman, George Chapin, Joseph A Smth, and the owners
and drivers of the two fine teans, J.T. Lillis and D ck Chanberl ain
These teans were two of the best in town, at a tinme when a good team was
a matter of pride, and were in that first class of roadsters which could
out-trot their own dust.

“Qur cargo of two rifles, two shotguns, four pairs of blankets, six
quilts, two overcoats and four quarts of Dick’s ‘twenty-year-ol d
constituted the burden of our freight. Cossing the wagon bridge at
Idaho Falls, we took a northerly direction and soon arrived at the
not abl e town of Market Lake, about 17 mles north of Idaho Falls. There
we fell inwith Mark Patrie, J.B. Cutshaw, John Neeb, Walter G een and
other residents of the growi ng burg. Through the kindness of M.

Cut shaw, we were driven through the surroundi ngs, and shown the
possibilities and probabilities of the enmbryo city. What, up to the | ast
two years, was a waste tract of |and, enbracing several thousand acres,
known as Market Lake, we saw transformed into |level plain of grow ng
grass, dotted with haystacks, houses and canals. This |ake was nade
useful by a throwing up a levee to prevent the overflow from Snake river
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in high water tine. The land is mainly owed by Messrs. Cutshaw, Patrie,
Larry Larsen and JimBell. There are quite a nunber of settlers who
have squatted on quarter sections, and maki ng what inprovenents they can
while waiting for the water. A large canal is being taken out of Snake
River fromnear the Big Buttes, which will not only water the old | ake
bed, but thousands of acres of adjoining sagebrush |and.

“The town site of Market Lake is elegantly planned, |eaving broad
streets and avenues; a new brick hotel is conmpleted and is being run by
that prince of hosts, John Neeb. M. Cutshawis also applying the
finishing touches to this two-story brick building, 25 by 50 feet, to be
used for general merchandising. The town at present has one small store
and a blacksmth shop. It is the main railroad shipping point for al
Upper Snake R ver Valley country, and headquarters for the National Park
tourists.

“Leavi ng Market Lake we wended our way over a new road to Rexburg.
Here we found a thriving, rustling little burg, full of business and
activity. The town has a good hotel, two nerchandi se houses, three
i npl enent firns, saloons, doctors, |awers, politicians, ballot-box
stuffers and a lively |l ocal newspaper. There are exultant over the
prospects of bridges across the South Fork of Snake R ver and the old
Dry Bed. This will give themdirect connection over good roads to |daho
Falls to market their products. From Rexburg, we traveled through Sal em
via the Rock Ford to the beautiful valley on the west side of the North
Fork of Snake river, known as Egin, sweet with perfune of vegetation and
sparkling with the |ife-giving substance of pure running water. Here is
a paradise in reality. Sloping fromthe |lava beds in the extrene
northern part of the valley at a gradual and easy incline lies in the
nei ghborhood of fifty sections of the finest, prettiest, |evelest sage
brush Iand the eye of nman ever gazed upon. There, secreted neath the
canopy of the towering peaks of the Tetons on the east, the great Egin
vall ey flows onward, onward out of sight to the south. Patience,
per severance and pl uck, backed with nuscle and energy, in a few short
years have transformed this wonderful valley froma sage brush desert to
hundr eds of happy hones.”

The valley was first settled in 1879 by “Beaver Dick”, a trapper who,
we are informed, still resides in the country. Sone tinme in 1882 Bi shop
Parker and his sons |ocated there and took up land, followed by the R ce
brothers, Henry Jenkins and others. For several years they foll owed
stock-raising, but the long winters and deep fall of snow rendered that
busi ness unprofitable. Then they turned their attention to taking out
canal s, which was followed by capitalists comng n and al so taking out
| arge canals, and locating large tracts of land. The Egin was the first
canal started. “it is about 40 feet on the bottomand so far extends a
di stance of 12 mles through the valley; it wll gradually be extended
farther. Another snall canal, called the “Poor Man's” canal, was next
taken out by the farners. The St. Anthony canal was built by a conpany
and is 20 mles in length. The union is a branch of the St. Anthony and
will take water fromits own headgate in Snake R ver next year.

Consi derabl e work has been done this year on a high |line canal, which
ainms to cover the bench | and.

“Surface irrigation in this sectionis a thing of the past. By a
judi ci ous system of ditching, the ground beconmes noist to the surface
and wheat, oats, potatoes, and in fact, everything produces better than
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where it is irrigated. Two years ago the people had to sink 80 to 90
feet to water; nowthe cellars are full, the corrals are full, and
farmers are arranging to renove their houses barn and corrals to higher
ground. Several threshers are now engaged threshing out this year's
product of wheat and oats. The average yield of wheat is 35 bushels to
the acre and 40 for oats. A great change has taken place in the valley
of Egin. Al under heaven she needs now to nake it the npbst thriving
spot in the United Sates is a railroad to market her product. Nothing
short of an earthquake can ever keep this section back. G ain has been
threshed out faster this season that the farnmers could bin it, on
account of the unprecedented demand for |unber with which to build the
granaries. This may sound “fishy” to sone perhaps, but it is the
[iteral truth.

“The hardest part of the battle in Egin has been fought and the people
who stayed with it now hold the fort, with plenty to eat, plenty to
wear, and rest their weary bones on their own door sills. Free fromthe
nmoney sharks, free fromthe nortgagors; free fromeverything save the
wi |y Republican politicians, the people of Egin have reason to be happy.
Heal t h abounds throughout the valley; the wonen are heal thy, handsone,
intelligent and kind. School houses are scattered here and there al
over the valley; good teachers are enployed and the youth is instructed
in wisdomas well as industry and econony.

So far, there is but one nercantil e house at Egin, that of M. J.C
Davenport. He is located in the center of the valley, has a two-story
bui I ding of hewn logs, with adobe front. He carries dry goods,
groceries, hardware, etc., and handles lunber. He owns a fine ranch,
but business at the store now demands his undivided attention. He also
handl es the cel ebrated cheese nade at the Sand Creek dairy.

“I'n the upper part of the valley is a townsite known as St. Anthony.
Several new buil di ngs have recently sprung up, and a | arge stock of
goods wi Il soon be opened up near the residence of M. C H Mbon.

Bi shop Parker has a fine orchard and raises a | arge quantity of apples,
crabs, cherries and an endl ess quantity of berries. Fruits of all kinds
do well there.

“A day’ s travel north brought us to the celebrated Island Park. For
grandeur, beautiful forests, small |akes and openings, wild gane and
fish, this park is only surpassed by the wonders of the national park.
The main road | eading to the national park passes through Island Park
and the travel to and fromthe Yell owstone nostly goes that way. A
conpany known as the Arangee Stock and Land Conpany has nost of the
tillable ground | ocated and is inaugurating vast inprovenents. The
superintendency of all the work is placed in charge of M. H E Hopf,
who is every inch a rustler, and he nmeasures perpendicul arly, sonmewhere
near 84 inches. The main ranch on Shotgun creek is well stocked wth
t hor oughbred horses and cattle and is well supplied with stables for
stabling and feeding stock during the winter nonths. The long winters
is the only drawback, being required to feed six nonths in the year.
They own a sawm ||, shingle mll and planer, and after they have
supplied thensel ves with lunber they will furnish dressed or undressed
[ unber to other settlers.
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“There are several sections of good hay land in the park, and two
| arge canal s are being taken out of the Snake River. A large rock dam
has been placed in the river and water is being taken out on each side.
M. Hopf is a godsend to the country and a terror to illegal hunters and
fishernmen.

“Four mles fromthe Arangee ranch George Rea owns a fish hatchery and
a fine ranch. He is the principal guide for pleasure seekers and is
kept quite busy during the summer nonths. It is only a short drive from
Island Park to Henry's Lake and Jackson’s Hol e, where all kinds of |arge
gane is quite plentiful.”
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REM NI SCENCES OF JAY R IASON

“ Before deciding to cone to Idaho Falls (then Eagle Rock,) | wote,
asking if there was a Masonic Lodge there, and was informed that there
was one. Had there not been, | doubt if | would have gone. At that
time | was a menber of Beezer Lodge #135, McGregor lowa. On Decenber 5'"
1894 | placed ny demit with the |local |odge #19.

“In the section of lowa where | fornmerly lived synpathy was with the
north in the civil war, a southerner showed judgnment by keeping his

views to hinself. [Inmagine ny feelings when visiting | odge here to find
sout hern synpat hi zers, and, in a joking but nost friendly manner hear a
northern man refer to a southerner a “a rebel”. | soon learned to

accustomnysel f to the new surroundi ngs, and found the “rebels” to be
really fine nmen, and ny association with themin the years which
followed was all that could be desired, their manliness and upright
principles are some of the cherished nenories as | reflect back into ny
garden of pleasing recollections.”

“Upon ny arrival here | was informed that only six nmasons were
avail able for a neeting, and as seven were required to forma quorum
made the seventh, much to the delight of the other nmenbers. | was told
that at times, when business of inportance was to be di scussed, the
| odge, or its menbers would pay the expenses of sone brother from
Bl ackfoot, or sonme other point, to have himhere for a neeting with a
full quorum | renenber well how all seven of us would pass up al other
nmeetings and on the Wednesday eveni ng of |odge neetings, we were al
there and had good neetings. The six nenbers as | recall themwere
Anderson, Storer, Lyle, Taylor, Chanberlain, and LaRue. They expressed
t hensel ves very freely as the their delight upon being able to call on
me to conplete their nunber at the neetings. O course as tine slipped
away, as it has the habit of doing, nore nen canme in and the crisis was
bri dged over, and a quorum was much easier to get.”

“W net in atw story building on Eagl e Rock Street, over a butcher
shop. The building was owned by a man named Taut phaus, who | ater had a
park, later called Reno Park, south of town. The hall was small, the
Tyl er sat on the steps outside the hall. Qur rent was $10.00 per nonth.
VW did our best to pay the rent, but it was hard work. At that tine Mark
Petrie was WM Geo H Storer succeeded himin that office, being
installed in the old hall on Eagle Rock Street. The hall has since
burned down. At that tinme the installation of officers was | ooked
forward to with great pleasure for weeks ahead. As we had no noney to
pay for a banquet, the w ves of the Masons furnished the food, and
splendid social tines were had. | nust not forget to nention the
i nportance of the events which were held for the benefit of the young
children. And how they | ooked forward to these entertainnents, of
course attractions were not as nunerous as now, the wi ves and chil dren
were kept in mnd constantly, they were provided with whol esone
entertai nment and the social atnosphere was a very uplifting influence
intheir lives. As | recall the benefits derived fromthese neetings, |
can say that | mss them and express the desire that they be renewed
again. | cannot express this too strongly.”

“Soon after | joined #19, the WM was elected Jr. G Warden of the
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G and Lodge. He then vacated the office of WM and as | was S.W of
#19, | was elevated to the office of WM of #19. | remenber T C
WIllson & BJ Briggs were raised to MM in the old hall.’

“Soon the | odge was noved to the Berry Building, on Broadway, next
door west of the Porter Hotel. The rent there was $15.00 per nonth. W
did not know how we could pay this ambunt when we noved, but we nmanaged
to get by someway. Wen we all were assessed $50.00 to pay back rent
all paidit, and took credit on our future dues. Then we were up agai nst
it for dues to be paid into the treasury, as we had all paid in advance
& the noney was paid out & little comng in. Still we struggled al ong,
the initiation & fees gradually pulled us out.”

“I't was about this tine the nmenbership began to increase, and from
then we were in far better shape. Wth B J Briggs |I hel ped nove the
furniture fromthe old neeting place. W put up the stoves, laid the
carpets, placed the furniture and patched up the openings in the room—
wi ndows on the side of the Porter Hotel. The wi ndows were only
partially sound proof, as we found out later. One of our nenbers was
calling on sone friends in the hotel, we were hol ding | odge, the nmenber
in the roomcould hear what was going on, at |least partially, in the
| odge. Upon learning of this we fixed the windows, this tine sound
proof- and we did not report the event to the Grand Lodge officials
either.” Perhaps this was not considered a serious case.

“After we had been neeting in the Berry Building for sonetine, we
nmoved to the present |odge roomin the B.W&M Building on Broadway. At
that time it was considered the finest |odge roomin |daho.”

“During the second year of ny termof office the new California work
was adopted. | went to Boise. The nenbers there posted ne during the
follow ng 10 days, when | returned to ldaho Falls and instructed the
officers here. They were not anxious to learn the new work, it was
quite a task and not taken to very kindly. W had nenbers from severa
states and had the work as | earned previously, hence the difficulty in
| earning the new work. At last it was acconplished. W had no key and
it was all nenorized. The old work was “unl earned” and the new gradual ly
took its place, not until many efforts had been nade by those who were
interested. Wile in Boise | had the pleasure of neeting and becom ng
wel | acquainted with the Governor. Stunenberg, who was afterward killed
by Harry Orchard in the | abor trouble excitenent, em nating through
Coeur d’Alene mners. Wile in several offices in the | odge and
attendi ng several sessions of the Grand Lodge | met many prom nent
menbers of the Order. Wen the | odge at St Anthony was instituted | was
conmi ssioned by the Grand Lodge officers to convene a session there for
that purpose, as the Gand Master lived in the northern part of the
state. On the way there the mxed train pulled apart, we were left on
the mail line until the engineer found this out and backed up for the
|ast part of the train; the session lasted all night, we finished at
7a.m”

“Many honors have been given to ne in the |odge, in the | ocal #19,

G and Lodge, Chapter, Conmmandry and | can say with all sincerity | am
greatly appreciative of these tokens of respect and esteem | cannot
express the gratitude | feel for these honors, the kindness of the
menbers and the respect so often shown ne. My Masonry in |Idaho and
Eagl e Rock Lodge continue to be a power for good.”
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1894

The first neeting recorded in the year was on June 20'" with 9 menbers
present and three visitors, one being J.R Mason of Beezer Lodge #135,
MG egor, lowa. Three applications for nmenbership were received, an
exam nation held and one degree conferred in the Fellow Craft Degree.

On August 1°, 8 menbers were present and one visitor. Two
applications were acted upon favorably and one degree conferred in the
first degree. The |odge refused jurisdiction being waved to allow the
Bl ackf oot Lodge to confer degrees on a person who should join this
| odge.

The neeting held on Decemnber 5" was one of interest, six nenbers
bei ng present and 7 visitors, anong themthe “R ght Wrshipful Gand
Master of Idaho, Brother A.B. dark

Jay R Mason applied for nmenbership by affiliation, one was elected to
menber shi p by sane neans, The Fellow Craft degree was then conferred. A
petition of a Brother, who had no demt, was, “by order of the Gand
Lodge” balloted on and accept ed.

The Grand Master than gave “a few and very kind and interesting
remarks” .

The WM instructed the Secretary to summons all who did not live too
far away to be present at the meeting to be held on Dec. 19'". Also to
notify those who owed dues for one year that if not paid before January,
1895 that charges woul d be preferred.

On Decenber 19'" there were 10 menbers present and 4 visitors. One
brot her was given the obligation of the Entered Apprentice degree, then
the Fellow Craft Degree and then the Master Mason Degree. An
exam nation was held in the Fellow Craft degree, and the Master Mason
degree conferred.

The el ection of officers foll owed;

Geo. H Storer, WM S A Taylor, S W
WJ Adans, J W J C Anderson, Treas.
E P Col t man, Secty.

The | odge voted to have public installation on St Johns day, Decenber
27", 1894.

No doubt the nmenmbers were very late in finishing their | odge work on
this date, a better attendance was noticeable and the | odge began to
forge ahead after a period of depression that nust have been a burden to
keep the | odge alive. Those who | abored so | ong nust have felt
gratified at the results attained.

On the 27'" of Decenber the officers were install ed, al t hough no
mention is nmade of a public installation. Seven nenbers were present
and five visitors. The installing officer was PM MPatrie. After the
installation the nmenbers participated in a banquet.
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1894
GRAND LODGE, BOI SE, | DAHO, MAY 237, 1894

An emergent Conmuni cation was held on the above date and pl ace for
t he purpose of laying the corner stone of the |Idaho Soldiers’ Honme. The
Grand Lodge Oficers were present for this cerenmony, MWG M ; Janes A
Pi nney, Idaho Commandry No. 1 K T, led by the 1% Regi nent Band, nenbers
of the Phil. Sheridan Post, No. 4; Ladies of Adah Chapter of the Eastern
Star, Relief Corps, US Soldiers fromBoi se Barracks and citizens took
part, under the direction of Col. John G een as G and Marshal of the
day. An address by Hon. Joseph WHuston, Chief Justice of |daho, and
ot her speakers concl uded the exerci ses.

1894
27™ ANNUAL COVMUNI CATI ON, | DAHO GRAND LCODGE

Held in Boise, Sept. 11'", 1894. Del egates from Eagl e Rock Lodge were
Martin Petrie, J C Anderson & WJ Adans. One of the founders of the
| daho Grand Lodge, in 1867, R W Chase, Past Deputy G and Master of this
G and Lodge was reported. The death of Anbrose E. Engliss of Eagle Rock
#19 was reported as having occurred on Cct. 11'", 1893. The Grand Master
commented on intenperance in his annual address.

The total anount in the O phan Fund was $23, 193. 19.

A resolution was passed thanking the railroad & stage conpani es for
reduced rates on their |ines.

The record showed that Eagle Rock #19 had initiated 4, passed 2 and
raised 1, admtted 1, with 24 nenbers on the rolls. One had di ed during
the year, 7 degrees had been conferred and $85.00 was due the G and
Lodge. Remarks of esteemwere sent to the Grand Secretary, who was
physically unable to be present — Janes H W ckersham

Serene d son, of Menan, ldaho sent a letter to the G and Lodge asking
how he could affiliate with Eagle Rock #19.

Adel bert B dark was installed MWG&Gand Master and al so the ot her
Grand O ficers were installed.

81



1894
Wn S Lyle relates sone interesting events;

Serene dson |ived near Menan, (Jefferson Co. now) during or prior to
1894. He was made a Mason in Copenhagen and was a Dane. The cl ass
where he was initiated was addressed by the King of Sweden. d son could
pass a good exam nation in the | odge work.

He had joined the English navy, his uncle being the Captain of the
war shi p, and was al so a Mason. One summer the ship was in southern
wat ers, disorder had broken out anong the natives and the seaport town
was under Martial Law. In taking his shore | eave, dson in wal ki ng down
the street was net by sonme of the town’s angry citizens who were | ooki ng
for trouble.

O son tried to avoid this, but finally was mxed up in it with his
mates in trying to get to his ship. During the nmelee A son lost his
cap, which had his nane in it. After reaching the warship d son
infornmed his uncle, the Captain, of his fight and | oss of his cap. The
uncl e thought he woul d be accused of rioting and violating the narti al
| aw, thought best to protect him and finding a sailing vessel going to
Anmerica, he placed dson on board, where he |landed and finally drifted
to Idaho. dson did not wish his present address known as he had not
served out his termon board ship, and feared he would find trouble if
he applied for a demt fromhis |odge. He passed the exam nations for
the entrance, appealed to the Idaho Grand Lodge, and after hearing the
evi dence O son was instructed to apply to Eagl e Rock, which he did, and
was taken in. This caused much comment at the tinme, as he had no demt,
coul d pass a good exam nation, and the procedure was novel in this
jurisdiction at the tine. As now |law governed this at the tine
perm ssion was given the brother to affiliate and be a nenber as he had
expressed a desire to do.

(Fromthe sanme source)

At tinmes a very snmall attendance was present in the | odge room not
enough to fill the chairs. 1In order to hold the charter a nmeeting woul d
be called, the chairs filled with all present as far as they would go,
then the m nutes woul d show others appointed to fill out, who were not
present. In this way a neeting was held with those who were able to
attend, and, the mnutes show ng a neeting was held, the charter was
kept. In this way quorumcould be shown present. It was a struggle at
times to keep the | odge going, nenbers noving away, many lived far in
the country and adjacent settlenents and towns, a shifting nmenbership,
com ng and goi ng, very few permanent residents, and until |ater years
when enough lived here to hold regular neetings it taxed the ingenuity
of the nenbers and their courage as well to keep the | odge going.
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Revi ew of history of New Sweden M ssion church by Carroll E. Johnson
of Chi cago, whose father, J. A Johnson, and Andrew Erickson, now
deceased, hauled the first rock for the foundation. The church which
was the first public building in New Snweden and lately sold and renoved
will live long in the nenory of the first settlers.

New Sweden M ssion Church

The origin of the New Sweden M ssion church dates back to 1894 when
the Great Western Canal and | nprovenent conpany, in conjunction with the
Great Western Land and Irrigation set aside 40 acres of land in New
Sweden for community purposes.

The building of a church on these prem ses took definite formin the
sumrer and fall of 1895. The building was built by popul ar subscription
during the fall. The first services were held Christmas norning “Ju
ato” 1895. The interior furnishings were |argely homenade.

M. Wieeler, editor and publisher of the Register, heard of the church
activities to secure an organ and while he had already contributed to
the building fund he said that he would donate an organ if the conmttee
woul d secure 50 subscribers to the Register. As a result of M.

Wheel er’ s proposal every new settler in New Sweden becanme a subscri ber
of the Register and the church had a new organ for its dedication
servi ces.

There are sone of those settlers who still subscribe to the Tines-
Regi ster, including the witer, who was at one time correspondent for
M. Weel er’s paper.

Practically every business and professional man in Idaho Falls, and
all the settlers contributed in some formor other to the buil di ng.
A. D. Morrison president of the canal conpany headed the list with a
subscription on $100. Col. E. Tyden, A J. Johnson, C. A Petterson and
P. Wl |l enberg of the Geat Western Land conpany, |later nmerged with the
Consol i dat ed Wagon & Machi ne conpany, each contributed $50 in | unber or
other materials. Among the other contributors in Idaho Falls who are
recalled were Z.CMI1. and Nils Gsterholm $25 each, and Louis El g, $10.

O her merchants and professional nmen contributed generously to the
buil ding fund. Andrew Erickson, one of the settlers, contributed $40.

Andrew Bur kman and P. A. Lundbl ade were the artisans who did
consi derabl e of the construction work on the church. They both
contributed liberally of their skill and labor. In fact all the
settlers contributed in noney, work and hauling material so far as their
means and ability would permt. Wen the building was conpleted it was
practically paid for and free from debt.

In addition to serving as a house of worship the church al so housed
the first public school in New Sweden. While school had been started in
a private dwelling, in anticipation of the conpletion of the church, the
school activities were transferred to the church building early in 1896.

M ss Hul dah Lundbl ade (Ms. Carl W Peterson) was the first teacher.
As the entire attendance was represented by children of the settlers
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frommany states in the east, the organization of an entirely new schoo
unit was quite a task. Pupils who had fornerly attended school in

Nebr aska predom nated, but there were also pupils fromlllinois, |Iowa
and M nnesota and ot her states.

There was an attendance of 40 or 50 pupils, ranging in ages from six
to 18 years.

M ss Lundbl ade’ s previ ous experience in school work in Nebraska stood
her in good stead and before many weeks she had a well organi zed and
ent husi astic school unit that the settlers of New Sweden were justly
proud of .

J. A Johnson, S. A Swanson and Andrew Erickson conposed the first
school board and contributed nuch tinme and ability in the organization
of the first public school in New Sweden. To themfell nmuch of the
responsibility in the building of the church, in interest of the
proposed school buil di ng.

The early settlers’ famlies whose children were pupils in the first
public school in New Sweden were: C. J. Erickson, John Nelson, J. A
Johnson, Andrew Erickson, S. A Swanson, Qust @Qunnerson, Peter Jackson
P. A Lundbl ade, Nels Anderson, Al ex Swanson, John Lundgren, August
Mel qui st, Andrew Burkman, August Anderson, besides the Egbert famly
which was the only famly here when the settlers cane, and three
famlies residing near the river, Hooks, MIls and Baili ss.

The Porter canal in winter afforded recreation for the pupils at noon
and recess tine, and besides being recreation for pupils, many skating
parties were held by the young folk. There were a few skating parties
hel d on Snake River before parents were aware of its great danger.
There was always a big bonfire and a chorus of voices singing, such as
the witer has never since heard.

At the church, or near it, centered all the activities. There was the
watering hole on the Porter canal where the settlers stood in line to
get their water, and where nei ghbors nmet and greeted each other. In
wi nter there was no other place to get water except at Snake River and
the Porter canal or a few places on the G eat Wstern Canal

One of the interesting events of ny first winter was the wood hauling,
and the road near the Portal canal, angling fromldaho Falls past the
church, was called the wood hauler’s road. There was no bridge between
I daho Falls and Bl ackfoot and none north of town. | recall fording the
river many tines on the way to Yell owstone Park, Hei se and once at
Mar ket Lake, now Roberts. So the wood haul ers’ east of the river
crossed at ldaho Falls bridge and canme over the wood hauler’s road to
the lavas. | had read of the caravans of the Sahara desert and these
wood haul ers rem nded ne of those caravans.

At times in the summer this was the only road not under water, and
wi th sagebrush holding snowin the winter it was a good road for sleds.
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Rabbit Dri ves.

A sport in which the fist settlers took an active interest and which
was a necessary benefit as well, was the rabbit drives, sonething new
for the easterners. The people of Idaho Falls always joined in the
drives. Thousands of rabbits would be driven into corrals by hundreds
of men, children and many | adi es al so partaking. The rabbits would then
be brutally clubbed. To the easterner and the nore timd people this
was sensational. At the end of the drive there was usually a big feed
at sonme near by hone.

Li brary Associ ati on.

Besi des the many out-of-door sports there were entertainnents, dinners
and parties. The younger fol ks of New Sweden and a few people of Idaho
Falls, with Andrew Burkman as president, organized a Library
associ ati on.

Among the names of those |I recall who were on conmittees, prograns and
in attendance at nearly every social were Charles E. Peterson, Ed.
Ander son, Jonas Jackson, C. J. Carlson, Ed. Peterson, John Peterson
Lanmbert Anderson, Charles Erickson, C. J. Mody, G Hagberg, M. And
Ms. A D Mrrison, M. Park and Dr. Reesor; the M sses Phoebe Swanson
(now Ms. L. A Hartert), Bertha Melquist, Emly Anderson, Emly
Pet er son, Hul dah and Hel en Lundbl ade, Hi |l ma Lundgren, M. and Ms. J. B
Ander son and daughters. People of lIdaho Falls and other places attended
these socials and all the young fol ks of New Sweden took part in pie and
box suppers which were held for the purpose of raising noney for books.
The New Sweden Library association was |ater noved to the new |library
hal |

Two Chur ch Weddi ngs.

The Reverend John E. Johnson, the first mnister of New Sweden,
performed the marriage of M ss Hul dah Lundbl ade and Carl W Peterson on
Novernber 1, 1897 in the presence of the congregation, and in 1902 on
January 1%, Mss Mary Swanson and John Dahlin had a church weddi ng at
t he New Sweden church

New Sweden Irrigation D strict.

While this organi zation did not organize until during the wi nter of
1899-1900 its neetings for discussing irrigation matters date back to

the first year | was married. | recall ny husband and brother, A fred
J. Peterson, attending these neetings. They held the principles of John
Lundgren, that of organi zing and buying canals. | believe M. Lundgren

its greatest pronoter. M husband was the first registrar and at our
hone in the wnter of 1899-1900 the settlers cane to register. Wth the
district organi zed J. B. Anderson was chosen the first manager. Chas.

E. Anderson, a nenmber of the first district board, still holds office, a
period of 30 years’ service. After the first three years and during the
construction period of building many canal s, headgates and dans, Andrew
Beckman, Carl W Peterson and H. G Sundqui st held office of board of
directors for many successive years.
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The Bi ngham County Mitual |nsurance Conpany i s another organization of
30 years’ existence. Carl W Peterson, one of the organizers, is stil
a nmenber of its board of directors.

1895.

On Jan. 2™, there were 8 menbers and 3 visitors present. Jay R Mason
was el ected a nenber of the |odge, as was also R M Hardman, both by
affiliation. The auditing Conmttee reported that $275.00 was due from
nmenbers for dues, the |.O OF. Lodge owed $30.00 back rent, total due
$305. 0o; the | odge owed C. C. Tautphaus $40.00 rent and G and Lodge dues
of $85.00. There was a cash balance in the treasury of $1.25. A notion
was made and carried that if the claimpresented to the I.OQOF. was not
paid to charge it off to profit and loss. Ms. S F. Taylor was paid
$5.75 for the banquet held at the |ast neeting.

At the neeting held on Feb. 6'" Thos. C Wlson was el ected to
nmenber ship and received the first degree. Bill paid - $. 70 for candl es
and oil .

Four neetings were held between the | ast one nentioned and that of
April 17'" when 8 nenbers were present and one visitor. The Gand Lodge
had submtted a resol ution concerning those who were of the Mdrnon faith
being admtted to nmenbership. The | odge voted on the resolution with two
in favor and 7 against. The WMthen instructed the nenbers who were to
attend the com ng neeting of the G and Lodge to vote accordingly.

On Sept. 3 ten nenbers were present and three visitors. The second
degree was conferred. A bill presented for $.30 for |anp chi mey was
| aid over.

There were 8 menbers present and two visitors on Nov. 20'". (One
application was received. A brother being reported in need, a commttee
was appointed to “provide himand his famly” with what they were in
need of .

The final neeting of the year was held on Dec. 18", with 12 nenbers
and 2 visitors. One was elected to receive the degrees and the first
degree conferred on GR Hitt.

The election resulted in the followi ng brothers to the several offices
of the | odge:

Tayl or

W M WS Lyle S W SF
J R Mason

J. W Peter Melling Tr eas.
Secty E P Colt man.
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1895
G and Lodge
Boi se | daho, 28'" Annual Conmuni cation
Sept enber 10'"

This Grand Lodge Report contains the first illustrations, pictures of
officers & menbers. Isidore S Wiler, MWGand Master el ected during
this session. The Grand Secretary, Jas. H Wckersham died Jan. 1,
1895.

Past Masters of Eagle Rock reported were John C Anderson, CGeo. H
Storer, WB Geen, DF Chanberlain, WS Lyle, S F Taylor and M Patri e.

Representatives were; CGeo. H Storer, Sam. F Taylor, WJ Adans. The
G and Master reported his visit to Eagle Rock #19 on Dec. 5'". He
reported giving this |l odge a dispensation to ballot on two petitions,
that had been laid over, owing to the lodge's inability to secure a
quor um

A petition was presented to nove M. Idaho #9 to Gangeville. The
report of the official visit to Eagle Rock #19 was nade.

Port neuf Lodge #18 had sone grievance agai nst Eagl e Rock, which was
reported to the G and Lodge, and referred to the MWG M El ect for
settl enment.

The report shows 29 nenbers of this lodge, with one initiated; 2
passed, 2 raised and 3 admtted; 23 were nenbers in |daho.

Record was nade of the death of P G M Edward A Stevenson on July 6!
1895.

The annual report contains a list of the elective Gand Oficers from
1867 to 1895. Alfred Myes a charter nenber of this | odge was Junior
G and Warden during 1893.

The portraits of Edward A Stevenson, G and Master 1876-7-8 & 87 and
Janes H Wchersham G and Secretary 1881-2-85-94 appear.

The reports about this tinme indicate a scarcity on noney, and the

SI LVER CAMPAI GN seens to be on in earnest. A conment is nade conparing
I daho wi th Connecticut, ldaho with | ess than 1000 nenbers paid as G and
Lodge dues, orphan and general funds the sum of $3,362.00; while
Connecticut with 16,000 nenbers paid $3, 338.00, so lIdaho paid 16 tines
as much as Connecticut. Idaho’'s Orphan Fund is $20, 610. 08 besi des what
has been paid out for education and support of orphans, Connecticut has
been about the sane tinme collecting $17,000 for a Masonic Hone “Qut in
this “wild and wooly west” nmen pay nore to be a nade a Mason & preserve
their standing & we think they appreciate it near the proportion”.
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A comrent is nmade that “we admre gold & silver to be restored to its
original place; eastern people in their antipathy for the white netal
bitterly oppose this”.

Conmenti ng the Washington report (state) we find “of the O phan Fund,
The Grand Lodge of ldaho are worthy of praise & emulation. W call to
m nd no G and Lodge that equals the Idaho Grand Lodge in this noble
wor K” .

In the West Virginia report quoted in the 1895 report, we read “Wit
till silver is renonetized by Congress, then you Idahoans will be rich
and happy. Speed the day”.

1896
G and Lodge, Boise, Sept. 8'" 1896
29'" Annual Conmuni cati on

Fred G Mock, MWG M ; Geo H Storer, Eagle Rock #19 RWJ G WGeo. H
Storer represented this |odge, in person and held proxies for the other
del egates, WS Lyle, S F Taylor, Peter Mlling.

Consi derabl e space was taken in this report covering the trouble
between this | odge and Portneuf |odge over the paynent of the hire of
four nurses for Brother HL Becraft, who fell out of a railway engine
and had an arm two ribs, a finger broken and brui ses about the hips and
body. He had not paid his dues and as Eagle Rock was having its
troubles trying to keep going, had no funds to pay these bills, which
had been referred to a conmttee and MWG Mfor settlenent.

Gove Gty Lodge at Bl ackfoot was granted a di spensation for a new
lodge. Geo. L VII, WM CGeo. F Gagon S W J A Qillan J W

UD No. 33. Mention is nade of a visit of Fred G Mock, Grand Lecturer
on Jan, 13'"

The years report shows Eagl e Rock #19 with 27 nenbers, 22 residing in
Idaho, 2 initiated, 3 passed and 3 raised, 2 admitted; 1 died — F M
Shoemaker, March 199, 1896.

The comm ttee found that Eagle Rock #19 shoul d pay Portneuf $80.00
under the dispute.

Demtted; R M Hardman, Geo. F Gagon, and WA Wodin, (who were to form
t he new | odge at Bl ackfoot).

Alist of the elective officers from1867 to 1896 is contained in this
report.

Portraits are reproduced of Geo. Ainslie Gand Master 1890 and Jas. A
Pi nney, Gand Master 1893.

Eagl e Rock had 7 past nasters up to this date.
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1896

The first neeting of the year was held on Jan. 14'"™ with 10 menbers
present and 6 visitors, one being Bro. F G Mk, who was G and Lecturer
and another was the MWG MI.L. Wiler, who presided, and installed the
officers who were elected at the last neeting. The G and Master gave
verbal permssion to install one of the newy elected officers at sone
convenient tine in the future as the Brother was not present at this
nmeet i ng.

Grand Lecturer then presided and exenplified the work in the three
degr ees.

Regul ar and special neetings were held nore regularly than had been
the practice for the past several nonths, the usual |odge routine being
carried out, bills paid, applications received and charity di spensed.
The menmbers were notified that their presence was required on March 4'
to vote on certain anendnents, there were 13 present and 9 visitors,
probably the | argest attendance recorded up to this date. The vote was
11 against and two votes for the anendnents. Bill of $5.35 was paid for
oi | and candl es.

On May 6'" resol utions were passed on the death of Bro. F M Shoenaker.
During the neeting held on Nov. 18'" a conmittee was appoi nted to nmake
an investigation of a new place of neeting. A so a conmittee was
appoi nted to nake arrangenents for entertai nnent on installation night.
A stove was sold to one of the Brothers for $15. 00.

Dec. 2" the committee reported on hall, the third floor of the Berry
Bl dg. was offered for $200.00 per year. The |odge offered to pay
$180.00 if it was “properly prepared” for them

Dec. 16'". The | odge thanked Bro. Storer for the work he had done for
the | odge at Grand Lodge, where he was el ected one of the officers of
the Grand Lodge.

Those el ected at this neeting were;
Geo. H Storer, WM Jay R Mason, S W
Thos. CWIllson J W John C Anderson, Treas.
WIlliam Thos. Smith, Secty

The Berry building, third fl oor had been secured, the WM stated t hat
a public installation would be held there, on Dec. 22" the appointed
of ficers being;

D F Chanmberlain, S D BJ Briggs, J D
Dr Franklin La Rue Marsha
Peter Melling S S Soreene dson, J S

GRH1tt, Tyler
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On going over the oldest files of The Register and picking up sone of
the nore personal threads, we find that Thonmas N Lauder drove the first
mai | stage which traversed this valley, having for his run Salt Lake
Cty to Bannock, one of the early Montana mning canps. He al so brought
inthe first plow, and with it turned the first furrow, in the valley,
on WIllowcreek, in 1871.

In 1865, Matt Taylor built, at this place, the first bridge to span
t he Snake in Septenber, 1865, he built the first house here.

John N. Adans played an inportant part in early days, with Market Lake
as his headquarters. He was one of the first haymakers, putting up
consi derabl e quantities of wild hay for his own stock and for the stage
conpany. He nade the first survey for the Butte and Market Lake canal .
The I ndi ans seened especially to resent his invasion of some of their
best trappi ng grounds, and his hay was burned and his stock driven off
nmore than once. |In 1872, San Taylor came here as a haynmaker, too. He
hel ped that sunmer with a hay contract for various stage stations,
cutting the hay where it could be found and totaling sone 240 tons. He
supervi sed an outfit of ten nmen and four 4-horse teans. Sone of the hay
had to be hauled twenty-five mles. M. Taylor clainmed a squatter’s
right for a ranch near the nouth of Henry's creek

In 1873 we find Orville Buck settling on WIlow creek. Perhaps no nan
in early days gave nore practical encouragenent to Snake R ver
agriculture than did M. Buck. He took out the first ditch in the
vall ey for agricultural purposes. Another |asting achievenent of M.
Buck’ s was the heading and circulating of a subscription list for the
first school house in eastern lIdaho. There is another building on that
spot now, but it is still called the Buck school house.

CGeorge Heath settled on Wllow creek in 1874, John R Heath in 1875,
and Adol ph Heath in 1879.

C. R Hghamwent into stock raising in Conant valley in 1879.

Charles Martin and Jack Wight had cattle on “The Island” in 1878, and
| ater had ranches on upper willow creek.

A . H Jackson settled on “The Island” in 1879.
In 1881, John A Garver was pulling over the hills to Teton basin, and
Col unbus N ckerson was his neighbor. There were three famlies who

settled in the basin about that tinme, but we do not find the name of the
third one.

E.H Stauffer settled at Poplar in 1881.
H ram Edwards took | and near there in 1883.

John F. Jones and WIlliamH Jones settled near the present town of
Ri gby in 1883.

John Enpey was the first settler in the Amon district, comng there
in 1883.
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These were all individual settlers who were seeking new honmes. The
first colonizing plan was Bi shop Thomas E. Ricks’ train of famlies
whi ch went to Rexburg in 1883. Anong themwere P.P. Parker, \Walter
Paul , Janes Eckersell, Henry Flamm C R Harris, Charles Savery, Phineas
Tempest, O A Anderson, Daniel W Walters and Edrmund Paul .

| have taken as much pains as possible to be accurate as to nanes and
dates. But we know that even print is not always infallible, and that
sometines there are omssions. |f readers of these notes have
information which is nore reliable than that to which | have had access,
I will be glad for corrections or additions.

Most of the early settlers were still here when the boom days of 1891
arrived. The booners did not have a unani nous backing, especially in
other parts of the valley. The Register advertised and featured the
boomefforts to bring in new peopl e and new noney, while the Tines
enphasi zed the slower but constructive work of the people already here.
The Register carried full-page ads for the new town conpany; and the
Ti mes never nentioned that such a conpany existed, or nade any note of
its activities. The Register carried headlines about companies
organi zed to devel op coal fields in Womng, and to build a standard
gauge railroad of 160 mles to reach those fields, and a branch to
Yel | onst one Park. These three conpanies had practically the sane
organi zers and boards of directors, Dr. T.C. WIlIlson being the only one
here now.

The Tines el aborated on the new devel opnent of sub-irrigation on Egin
bench, where the first settlers had to dig a well eighty feet deep, but
where by 1891 water stood in new y-dug postholes. The Register told of
the “biggest hotel this side of Denver,” to be built on the corner where
the new city hall is going up; The Tines told of Hank Kiefer raising
sixty-five bushels of spuds in 1891, and a prom sing orchard al ready
grow ng. The Register gave big figures about the sawrills and ot her
i ndustries which would be | ocated here to use the electrical energy
whi ch woul d be devel oped fromthe river; The Tinmes went into details
about the band and t he baseball team and played up the boys—i ke Carl
Shi ppen, Harry MIler and Frank H tt—ho won out in sporting events.

Bot h papers gave enthusiastic accounts of the organization and first
work of the Great Western canal
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1897

On Jan. 5'" the perm ssion of the MWG M Fred G Mbck was read,
granting permission to neet in the new hall. The sane authority
answered a conmuni cati on concerning Bro. Storer, he having been el ected
WG S Wof the Gand Lodge, was not eligible to hold the chair of WM of
this lodge. Bro. WS Lyle was elected WM Demts were granted, bills
paid and as there were not sufficient funds to neet the obligations of
t he | odge, donations were asked for fromthe nenbers, $2.50 being
requested from each.

The neeting of Jan. 23'% was a special one, as a dispensation from
the GMto install the newy elected WM had been received. Geo. H
Storer, D.G Mofficiating.

On April 4'" the nenbers who coul d attend journeyed to Market Lake
(now Robert’s Idaho) for the purpose of conducting the funeral of Bro.
J.B. Cutshaw. 15 were present and the funeral services conducted, the
brot her buried with Masonic honors.

During the neeting held on April 7" the fees were adopted as foll ows;
Entered Apprentice $25.00, Fellow Craft $15.00, and Master Mason $10. 00.

May 12'". A special neeting was held to give a trial to a Brother,
t he charges bei ng unmasoni ¢ conduct, he was found guilty and expell ed.

On July 22" the neeting was informed that the MWG M had instructed
the lodge to pay a claimto the Portneuf Lodge, the Secty. was
instructed to reply that the | odge was unable to do so. A bill of $.25
for candl es was al | oned.

Nov. 3. The lodge voted to rent the hall fromthe |I.0 OF. at
$18. 00 per nonth and $1.50 for special neetings.

The neeting of Dec. 1° paid bills, among them being coal, |anp
chimey and oil for the hall. It was decided to hold open installation
for Masons and their famlies and a conmttee on entertai nnent
appoi nt ed.

El ection of officers was held on Dec. 14'" as foll ows;
Jay R Mason, WM Thos. C Wllson, S W
F LaRue, J W W Thos. Smth, Secty
J C Anderson, Treas.

Public installation was held on Dec. 30", after which the eveni ng was
spent in social entertainnent.
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1897
30'" Annual Conmuni cati on,
Boi se, |daho; Sept. 14'" 1897

MWGM Geo. MWaterhouse.: Geo. H Storer, #19, RWS GW, S F
Tayl or del egate fromthis |odge; The report of the G and Master
comments on the small attendance of sone of the | odges.

First edition of the Mnitor was published during the past year. The
G Secretary commented on 30 years having passed since the first Gand
Lodge had been formed in |daho.

A commrent was nade that this | odge had not paid its Grand Lodge dues
for the year 1897, also that $.80 per capita would not pay the
representatives in full.

More than $20, 000. 00 was in the O phan Fund.

The standi ng of Eagle Rock #19 showed that the nmenbership was 27, 24
living in Idaho; during the year one nenber had been initiated, passed
and raised; 2 admtted; 1 died; 2 demtted; The death of John H. Cutshaw
of this | odge is noted.

In the address of W Grand Orator he states “Masonry cane to |daho
with the hardy pioneer who braved every danger while striving to
establish a hone and its influence has been exerted toward a benefici al
ef fect upon the work of those who have built up the present
commonweal th. Long before the first Mst Wrshipful Gand Master, in
1867, to the present tinme, the nmenbers set up their altar in the
wi | derness and found inspiration and gui dance fromthe teachings of the
| odge. The citizens were representative nen of the population of the
Territory, the highest officials of this section have revealed its
i nfl uence and assisted in shaping our state.

MWG MGo. M Waterhouse was installed and Geo. H Storer of this
| odge as RWS G W

A G and Masters Signet ring, made fromgold fromthe Boise river, six
mles north of Nanmpa, and with a stone of black onyx al so found near
that place, was presented to the Grand Lodge to be worn by each
succeedi ng Master, by P G MFred G Monk.

Portraits appear in this issue of Fred G Mnk, G M 1896; Jonas W
Brown, G M 1869 and 1871; Charles H nrod, G M 1879.

Demtted out of the state; H H Spencer of this | odge; Admtted Henry
Nogel , and A Gsborn in #19.

A list of nmenbers are given in the report, Eagle Rock having 7 past
masters. Receipts for the year $204.80; paid out $261.70, annual dues
$6. 00 and fees from degrees was $60. 00.
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Quoting the report fromthe secretary fromMntana is noted; “The death
of Bro. Jerry G Smth, who was the first Mason nmade in a | odge in what
i s now Montana, Having been raised in Idaho Lodge U D fromthe
jurisdiction of Nebraska, at Nevada Gty, Mntana, (then lIdaho) in the
latter part of 1863 or early 1864".

As | daho Grand Lodge had commented on what was known as the “Mornon
Question” the Montana G and Secretary comments “that he was mghty gl ad
to learn of the remarkabl e transformati on anong the Mornons, and hopes
“there will be no backsliding”.

The report from U ah quotes an article about a Mason in U ah who was
made such during 1859 or 60; in Rocky Muntain Lodge #205 M ssouri
Regi stry, which nmet in an adobe building at Camp Fl oyd, now known as
Fairfield 50 mles SWof Salt Lake City. This was the first Msonic
Lodge in Wah, the dispensation issued March 6'" 1859, Charter granted
June 1°', 1860 by M ssouri G and Lodge.

A special neeting was held on Jan.27'" with 11 nmenmbers present and 4
visitors present, one being the MWG M Wat er house, who verbally
approved the change in dues to $10.00 annually. At the request of the
MWGM the | odge voted on the fee for the degrees, the suggested
amount bei ng $35.00. The | odge voted agai nst the proposal. The G Mthen
gave instructions and advice in drill work.

On March 17" 13menbers and visitors are shown as being present. A
candi date was accepted and the first degree conferred.

The charter was draped on account of the death of the Gand Secretary,
C C Stevenson. A bill for $2.25 was allowed for fram ng the charter.
Bro. WE Young was invited to visit the | odge and instruct the menbers
in the California work.

On Nov. 16'" the Grand Chaplain, Bro. R MHardnman paid the | odge a
visit. F MBybee was elected to received the degrees. A committee
consisting of the WM SW and JWwere appointed to purchase a full set
of jewels for the | odge.

Dec. 10'". Two of the officers of the G and Lodge were present, MWG
M CGeo. H Storer, of this |odge and the G and Chaplain, R MHardman. The
first was received wi th honors.

A bill for 600 pounds of coal was allowed, anount $1.95, the jewels
havi ng been purchased the bill was allowed for them $12.95, 3 |eather
aprons, $2.25 and carrier charges. Exam nation, and work was conferred
on a candidate. The Secretary was al |l onwed $10.00 yearly for his
services. The election to be held at the next neeting and public
install ation.

On Dec. 21%, examination was held, and officers el ected:;

Jay R Mason, WM Thos. C Wllson, S W
F. La Rue, J W John C Anderson, Treas.
Wn S Lyle, Secty
Appoi nt ment s;
De. F Chanberlain, S D BJBriggs, JD
S R F Payne, J S

Sar eene d sen, \
er, Sam F Taylor, Marshal

Henry Nagel Ty
Geo. RHtt, Chaplain
These were installed by P.M Lyle.
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1898
31" Annual Communi cati on
Boi se, |daho, September 13'" to 15'"

The report has a picture of Geo. H Storer of this | odge, G and Mster
of 1daho.

Del egates to Grand Lodge were Jay R Mason, G H Storer, Thos. C WI I son
and Franklin La Rue.

The death of R W Chas. C Stevenson, G and Secretary, was noted on
February 28'" 1898 The Grand Lodge was convened for his funeral .

Saml. Weler P G M 1896 died on July 1° 1898 and buried under
auspi ces of the Idaho G and Lodge.

The apat hy of the nenbers is comented upon, as sone | odges have a
smal | attendance.

A programto conmenorate the 100'" anniversary of the death of George
Washi ngton was read fromcommittee.

Eagle Rock is credited with 31 nenbers, 26 residing in this
jurisdiction. During the year three were initiated, passed and raised
and one admtted. $55.50 was due the Grand Lodge from #19.

Portraits appear of Geo. M Waterhouse G M 1897, Geo. L. Shoup G M
1889, and John H Myer, G M 1891 as well as the one first mentioned, Ceo.
H Storer, of Eagle Rock.

The record shows WR Gannaway adnmitted to #19 on Jan. 19'" 1898.

Menbers added during the year were R F Payne, T R Hammer and Chas. E
Werman. Disbursed for charity $4.00; received during the year $359. 25;
di sbursenments $326.25; Fee for degrees $50. Dues $10.
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1899

Jan. 4" At this neeting 10 menbers were present, the second degree
was conferred.

The next neeting was on April 5" with 9 menbers present. The bill for
$10.00 for the entertai nnent of Dec. 21, 1898 was paid and one denit
grant ed. On

April 19'" there were 7 nenbers present. R MHardnan and Richard L
Her shey were admtted by presenting a demt fromtheir |odges. The
Portneuf Lodge sent a letter to this |odge threatening to draw on #19
for $50.00 to apply on an account owing them They were notified the
account woul d be paid as soon as funds were avail abl e.

On May 3'? nore correspondence on the amount owing to the Portneuf
Lodge was read and an exam nation of work was held on F M Bybee.

The neeting held on June 7'" had 11 nenbers and 3 visitors present.
Those who were delinquent in their dues were notified. A conmunication
was addressed to the Grand Lodge officials asking assistance in paying
what this | odge owed the Portneuf Lodge, and $40.00 was pai d by #19 on
t he account. Consi derabl e correspondence was had over this account for
a long period of time, as #19 did not have the noney to pay Portneuf the
anmount they had expended in behalf of one of the nenbers of #109.

Ten menmbers were present and one visitor on July 5" tips and rods for
Deacons and Stewards were ordered at this neeting.

On Qctober 4'" with 11 nmenbers and 2 visitors present. WH Hol den was
initiated and nade a Master Mason.

Seven nenbers were present on Novenber 1%, petitions for nenbership
were received, demt granted and the commttee appointed were to have
full power to rent the Masonic Hall if they deenmed it advi sabl e.

Decenber 20'", with 18 present, the | argest nunber recorded for a
nunber of nonths.

The foll owi ng were el ected;

Thos. C W1 I son, WM Franklin La Rue, S W
Burdi ce J Briggs, J W Randol ph F Payne, Treas.
Franci s M Bybee, Secty.

A notion to have the installation a sem-public affair, each nmenber to
have the privilege of inviting his famly and each pay for the supper
was Iog}. A notion prevailed that public installation be held on
Dec. 26'".

The Secretary was instructed to correspond with WE Young at Bl ackf oot
and ask on what terns he would visit Eagle Rock Lodge and instruct the
menbers in the California work.

The installation was held on Dec. 26'", P M and above el ective and the
appoi nted officers were install ed.
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1899
32" Annual Conmuni cati on,
Boi se, |daho; Sept. 12'" to 14'", 1899

The report contains a picture of the officers of the Gand Lodge of
I daho, the first to appear in the annual reports.

MWG M ; John C Mierman. Jay R Mason was present as del egate from
#19, was al so a nmenber of the commttee of Appeals and Gievance.

The death of Edward McConville is noted; being killed while |eading
the 2" Battalion of Idaho Vol unteers against the Filipinos at Santa Ana
Bridge, near Manila, P1. He was a veteran of the Cvil War, He raised
Conpany “A’ in the war agai nst Chief Joseph, 1877, (first reginent of
I daho Vol unteers at Lew ston) and was el ected Col onel of the regi nent.
He proved an able ally to General O O Howard in the retreat of Chief
Joseph through Idaho. He fell at the head of his command with the words
“Charge; ldaho to the front; It is glorious; Tell ny wife and children
that | died for nmy country.”

Mention is made of the official visit to #19 on May 27'" 1899 by MAGM
Geo. H Storer. H's annual address was one of the |engthiest and nost
hel pful of any of the Grand Masters.

Eagl e Rock was reported to have paid its obligation to the G and
Lodge.

Menmbership is given as 33, with 27 residing in this jurisdiction; 2
were initiated, one passed and one raised; 2 admtted during the year 2
dem tted.

Pi ctures are shown of John C Muerman, G M 1899; Lafayette Cartee, G M
1822 and Founder of Gand Lodge O phan Fund.

In Eagl e Rock #19; Admtted — R M Hardman and R L Hershey; Demitted; W
H Gannoway and Scott Giffith; Eagle Rock had 8 Past Masters.
Made a MM - F MBybee; Initiated - WH Holden; Reinstated — G R
Pei st er.

Recei pts for the year $564.39; D sbursed $527.99.
Comment was made in the U ah annual, showing Bro. Geo. H Storer P G M

of ldaho and a nenber of Eagle Rock #19 being nade a Mason in Corinne,
Ut ah Lodge #5, Box Elder Co., during the year 1884.
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1900

On Jan. 10'", 12 were present, including WE Young, who was engaged
for one week “or nore, as our finances will permt” to teach the nenbers
the California work.

Motion to rent the Masonic Hall to anyone who applied for same was
passed, at $10.00 for one neeting per week or $6.00 for two neeting
nights per nonth. Petitions were received and acted upon.

On Jan. 17'", 10 were present and first degree conferred on Hugh C
Wod. On Jan. 19'" the sane candi date was exanined and initiated in the
second degree. A notion carried that should this candi date be
proficient in the work by the next evening that the third degree woul d
be conferred upon him

The nmeeting of Jan. 23" discloses that the same candi date was
exam ned and nade a Master Mason at that neeting, when 17 were present.

Feb. 7" Bill allowed for instruction; WE Young $13.90 and bill at
Porter Hotel of $17.00 for his room and board.

On March 7", D Wrth dark was nade a Master Mason, there bei ng 16
present .

On June 6'" there were 12 present, including MWGM J C Neirnan,
not hi ng of special interest is nmentioned in the record, however, on the
7'" of June a special neeting was held with 7 recorded as present,

i ncluding the MWG M of |daho, who gave an interesting talk, urged all
who could to be present and commented on the flourishing condition of
#19. He asked if $50.00 initiation fee was too high, or worked a
hardshi p on those who m ght apply for nenbership, he was infornmed it was
not .

Meet i ngs were hel d on August 15'" Cctober 17'", and Novenber 7" with
no busi ness of inportance transacted.

On Decenber 5'" it was reported that R R Berry woul d expect the |odge
to pay $200.00 per year for the rent of the | odge room

Decenber 19'" At this neeti ng three were elected to receive the
degrees. FHE ection followed, those el ected being;

Franklin La Rue, WM B J Briggs, S W
C E Werman, J W J R Mason, Tr eas.
F M Bybee, Secty.

Motion prevailed that installation be public for the Masons and their
wives and the famlies furnish the refreshnents.

The Landl ord was asked to paper the hall.

ELECTRI C LI GHATS. The | odge requested the owner of the hall to wre
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the hall for electric lights. The first degree was conferred.

On Decenber 27'" the installation was held, i ncl udi ng the above el ective
and the foll owi ng appointive officers;

H E Her shey, SD Henry Nagel, J D
Sorren d sen, S S F E Jones, J S
Ti not hy Kear ney, Tyl er W H Hol den, Mar shal

DWrth dark, Chapl ai n.

The nost inportant events of 1900 were our incorporation as a city and
the el ection of our first Mayor and council; The conpletion of our first
muni ci pal electric light and water plant; the conpletion of the St.

Ant hony branch; the passing of Anderson Bros. As a nercantile
institution — the ol dest nercantile establishment in Snake river valley;
the building of the first dam across the Snake R ver by the New Sweden
Irrigation District and the I daho canal.

O these events the one which had the nbst space in the newspapers and
drew the nost fire from people and press was the nunicipal water and
light plant. The town board in 1899 were Joseph A. dark, chairman
Frank T. Martin, Wn Lindsay, Janmes Thomas and George Chaplin.

Bonds had been voted to buy out WH. B. CGrow s water systemand add to
it. The plan included taking a canal out of Snake River four mles
above town, and running it down our present Boulevard to a spot where
10'" street intersects. A fall of 22 feet was thus secured, and that
meant a chance for power devel opnent. But the work was nearing
conpl etion before the possibilities for power devel opnment in connection
with the water works was generally apparent, though the board had had it
in mnd for some time. The board finally asked for an additional $5, 000
to make it a conbination water and light plant. An editorial in the
Regi ster is headed, “ A Thunderbolt froma Cear Sky,” and roundly
scored the town board for even thinking about an electrical |ight plant
when they were supposed to be installing a water system Letters from
i nfluential businessmen |ike Bowen Curley, GG Wight, Robert Anderson,
R Rounds, T.J. Smth, B.J. Briggs, and Louis El g, were printed — well
witten articles which put up good argunents agai nst issuing nore bonds
for an electric light plant; in fact, argunments against building a
muni ci pal electric light plant at all — water works were necessary and
all right, but an electric light business was through sone big
corporation, as figures showed it to be unprofitable under |ess
experi enced managenent. More over, they were in favor of electing as
the first mayor and city council, some nmen who did not entertain such
Ut opi an i deas. Besides, Idaho Falls had about reached its Iimt of
popul ation and trade area, especially since the St. Anthony branch was
built. The population of Idaho Falls in the school census of 1900 was
reckoned at 1350, but one conservative said the enunerator must have
counted sone Saturday, when the farners and their famlies were in town.

At any rate, those opposed to the new power plant felt they were very
i beral when they placed 2,000 as our greatest possible popul ation, even
granting we got sone patronage from Swan Valley and G ay' s Lake in the
future. Such a popul ati on woul d never need but a limted amount of
power, though a day and a ni ght operator would be needed at the power
house and it woul d prove very expensive.
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The railroad conpany evidently agreed with these un-hopeful citizens,
for they built a small passenger depot about where the East Side Lunber
yard now stands, and used the old one on Eagle Rock street as a freight
depot .

The Regi ster on Novenber 9, 1900, comments thus on the new
arrangenent; “Wiat the people of Idaho Falls fail to understand is what
t hey have done that the railroad conpany should treat them so shabbily.

They have not conpl ai ned of the old shack that has been used for the
past ten or twelve years, expecting that when the conpany was ready to
build a new one it would be sonething the people of the city would be
proud of. But instead, they have given us sonething worse than the old
one. Neither the Register nor the people of Idaho Falls w sh the
rail road any harm but we can assure the conpany that if an al arm of
fire should sound sone night, and it should be discovered it was
confined to that building, there is not a person in town who would throw
a bucket of water on it. The |onger Agent West occupies it, and tries
to do the work assigned to him the nore he despises it. |In fact, he is
about worn out, for the distance between the buildings is so great.
There is only roomfor one teamat a tine at the platform”

The Register also published letters from Ed. Fanning, H. J. Hasbrouck
and Benj am n Bennett which were against the electric light plant, but
whi ch a careful rereading shows were really favorable. The bond
el ection was held March 15, 1900, and carried with a good majority. The
city election was in April and resulted in the election of Joseph A
G ark, as mayor, E.J. Wl kinson as clerk, Emma J. Hurst as treasurer,
C.L. Pelot as Police judge, Chas. D. Chapin as city engineer, and Janes
Thomas, WA. Tyler, Chris Pein, Louis Elg, F.T. Martin and Jas. H
Vi rman, as councilnen. It was a hot election, and it is to be hoped it
wi Il not occur again.”

The first electric lights in Idaho Falls were turned on Cctober 3,
1900. The Tines says of that occasion, “The city is just now
experienci ng consi derable confort in the use of electric lights. The
machinery is getting settled down to steady business, and the dynano has
been running all night since the first of the nmonth. The arc lights are
the latest pattern, and are what is called the i ncandescent arc |ight.
They are a very beautiful light and require very little care of
handl i ng. There should be at |east double the present nunber in use; it
will cost the city no nore to run twenty than ten, and we understand it
is the intention of the council to place others as fast as they are able
to do so. Over three hundred i ncandescent |lights are nowin use in
stores and dwel | ings, and about two hundred nore are already ordered.

In fact the beauty and utility of the lights is such that nearly every
one wants them especially so when they are nuch cheaper than the common
oi I lanps, though nuch better service is rendered. The city has now a
day and night man at the power house, and the punps will at all tines be
ready for inmmedi ate use in case of night fire.”

The Register nmade a very bitter fight against the power plant, and
that probably accounts for the fact that they do not nention the turning
on of our first electricity. Idaho Falls had the first electricity in
this part of Snake River valley, with the possible exception of
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Pocat el | 0.
The Ti nes says:

“The celebrated firmof Anderson Bros., known as one of the nost
important nercantile firns of the state, sold their nercantile
interests, together with all buildings and real estate connected
wherewith, to Benjamin Gatz of St. Louis. The consideration, we
under stand, was $40,000. The old firmstill retains the banking
busi ness. W understand that M. Eugene Wight will have the i medi ate
charge of the business in the future. W know of none better qualified,
and his many friends predict that under his managenent the business wll
continue as of old to prosper.”

After discontinuing the Anderson Bros. Mercantil e business, Robert
Ander son nade a European trip, and from d asgow, Scotland, he wote a
letter to the Tines: “People living in the city of 3 asgow pay no taxes.
@ asgow has | argely over 1,000,000 people, and it is an expensive city
to keep up. It owns its own water works, its own electric lights, and
its own street car lines. Though water, light and car fare are all at a
low rate to the people, the revenue is large enough to pay all expenses,
| eaving the people free fromtaxes.

“ldaho Falls is a very small city conpared to d asgow, but it has
started out the right way. W now own our water works and electric
light plant; street cars are yet in the future. |In starting, of course,
everyt hi ng was expensive and our taxes high. It could not be hel ped.
Debt was hangi ng over us when the present mayor and council went into
office. The town was in a bad financial shape. Al of this has been
overconme and now the city is in a first class condition.

“Alittle hunble pie is, at times, good for the stomach, though the
taste may be bitter. At the request of taxpayers, the witer was one of
a conmttee, nore than two years ago, to protest against the town board
‘squandering the peoples’ noney on a worthless ditch - a ditch that
woul d probably never have any water other than rain water init, and if
it was ever full fromthe river, nust freeze to the bottom Wll, the
board did not bother itself about our protest. The ditch was dug and
t he water brought down. Then Joseph A. dark was el ected mayor and the
witer voted for himbecause we believed, if we were to have water and
light, dark was the man to acconplish it.

“This hope has becone a reality. As a prom nent Republican remnarked
the other day, ‘1 have poked ny nose out the col dest winter norning and
there was M. dark on his way fromthe power house.’

“I't was only such energy that has kept us from being stranded. Wth
no works and a $40,000 debt. As it is, ice eighteen inches thick has
been gathered on the river, but the ditch ‘flows on forever.’

“M. Cark is again a candidate. He has overcone nountains, but nore

hills remain. He wants, with an efficient council, to extend the water
mains and lights to all parts of the town. The big work is done, a
vindication is nowin order. M. dark says: ‘If Frenont county refunds

and pays us the $60,000, with this anmount we can then cut down city
taxes, our condition will be first class.” The witer believes he is
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right. There is no reason in our paying nore than the interest on our
bonds. Let ldaho Falls, with its 10,000 people twenty or thirty years
hence pay the bonds. They can better afford it than we. So says M.

d ark. Si gned: Robt. Anderson.

At the sane tine that municipal ownership was being threshed out in
Idaho Falls, the Swedes on the west side decided to nmanage their own
affairs, too, and they fornmed the New Sweden Irrigation District and
purchased the G eat Western canal. J.M Lundgren was the first
president, and J.B. Anderson was secretary. They started imediately to
make i nmprovenents, and in conjunction with the Idaho canal they built
the first damwhich was ever thrown across the entire flow of Snake
river.

On August 8, 1900, was held a nost interesting “Ad Fol ks’ Picnic,”
under the direction of the Bingham Stake Presidency, consisting of R L.
Bybee, Janes E. Steele and J.J. Miulliner. It was “gotten up by the young
folks for all the old fol ks over 45 years of age.” The prizes awarded
were as follows: oldest |ady present, Ms. Mtilda Thonpson of
Wodvill e, who was over 82; old man, Nephi Roberts of Shelley, also 82;
| ongest resident pioneer of Bi ngham county, Robert Anderson; nother of
t he greatest nunber of children, 17, Ms. Agatha Carlson; ol dest |ady
who did not use tea or coffee, Ms. Newran of Prospect; ol dest man who
did not use tobacco, R A Hardy of Taylor; couple married the greatest
nunber of years, M. and Ms. Levi Roberts, 50 years; ol dest worman who
had never had her ears pierced, Ms. Thonpson of Wodville; for first
pl owi ng done in Bi ngham county, CGeorge Heath, in ’'74; best nman at
qui ckstep, T.A N xon; best |adies at quickstep, Ms. Cook and Ms.
Brown. Judge O E. McCutcheon was one of the principal speakers of the
day.

Until 1901, Broadway was a one sided street; its three bl ocks were
practically filled on the north side, nostly with frame buil dings; but
the south side belonged to the railroad conpany, and the only building
was the tiny coal office of G ow and Changnon, on the | ot where Rudman’s
jewelry store is located — this corner had previously been occupi ed by
the town fire departnent, but their building had been noved further
north. This space between Broadway and the railroad tracks was a sort of
town commons — a place for ball ganes, skating, traveling photographer’s
wagons or tents, and a place to hitch teans, |ong hitching racks
extendi ng al ong the Broadway frontage. The stock yards had been noved
across the river.

When the railroad conpany divided this tract into lots and sold them
in 1901, a newtraffic problemarose. Wile the teans were tied
securely to the racks, a farmer could lug nost of his purchases across
the street and |oad theminto his wagon; but when he nust just drive
along the street, who would hold the teamwhile he loaded it, if he
chanced to be alone? O if he (or she) had sonme small children to be
left in the wagon, it was still worse. Cderks were strong and willing,
but it was rather difficult for a grocery, neat market or drygoods store
to carry on a very conplete curb service. So there were a good many
runaways and sone serious accidents. The V.1.S. and others agitated
uni formregul ati ons about teans being left with the lines tied to the
brake or wheel, about children being left in wagons, and about the
advisability of dropping a tug. Drunken drivers fared rather better
than they do at present, for the teans could help alittle — they knew
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the way home, at least. The neighbors could always tell the condition
of one man who lived east of towmn — if the teamstayed right in the

m ddl e of the road and showed no signs of turning out, Bill was lying in
t he bottom of the wagon.

The town was getting into bad repute, and the V.I.S. and the town
mar shal were kept busy checking up the herd and the drivers for breaking
down the young trees which were being set out, especially those al ong
the streets. The young boys were also given to putting boards in the
headgates of the irrigation ditches about town, so that while the
property owner supposed his water was running on the I awn or garden, it
m ght be flooding the street. And Hall oween was al nbst too annoying to
tal k about. 1In fact, when we read the papers of thirty years ago, it
seens a mracle that sone of those boys ever grew up at all, nuch | ess
that they grew up into useful and respected citizens. The papers
criticized the behavior of the young people at the shows at Arnmory hall,
they even threatened at one tinme to close the show house; boys were
brought into court for swinmmng without suits. Reckless use of firearns
was al so criticized, sone of the youngsters seemng to have an
irresistible inmpulse to shoot at knot-holes in out buildings when they
had a .22 in their hands. An out-house at the ml| across the river
drew the nost fire fromguns and the citizens; at three different tines
in one year, someone was in this building when the knothol es were used
as targets. A man was brought into court here in 1901 for speaking
di srespectfully to a woman on the street. H s defense was, that her
appearance was rather “flashy”, and that “it was the first tinme he had
ever made a mstake of that sort.” Ladies were supposed to | ook sober
and dermure — no bright colors, powder or paint on the street, |ong
skirts, long sleeves, high collars. But in this case, the Judge ruled
that wonen’s clothes were not to so closely prescribed as to warrant the
man’ s di srespectful words, and he was fined $25. 00.

At the “dd Folk’s Picnic” (the “old fol ks” were those over 45) held
at lona in 1901, two hundred of these old folks sat down at the first
table. Ms. Gibble of lona got a rocking chair for being the ol dest
worman present; to Oville Buck, ol dest resident of Bi nghamcounty, a
cane; to lady having the | argest nunber of living children, Ms. Croft
of Basalt, a clothes-winger; to the oldest |ady resident of Bi ngham
county, Ms. Alice Pelot, a dress pattern; to the best step-dancer, T.S
N xon, a silk handkerchief; to the man having the least hair on his
head, Joseph Enpey, a hat; to heaviest man present, Janmes A. Carw, a
pocket-knife; to the heaviest worman present, Ms. Mary Johnson of
Basalt, a parasol; to the Iightest woman present, Ms. T.Thomas, a
parasol. “The prizes were all to persons over sixty years of age, and
some over eighty.”

O much nore than local interest were the prelimnary reports of
Engi neer Dan NMartin on the feasibility of the irrigation of what is now
known as the Twin Falls tract. M. Martin said this was one of the
bi ggest single irrigation schenes yet proposed. Developnents on this
project have proved that M. Martin s judgenent and figures were
correct. H's connection with this irrigation scheme hel ped bring him
into promnence all over this part of the northwest, and he was a little
| ater appointed as our state engi neer

It was in 1901 that work was begun on the Mackay branch. The Register
reflected a large elenent of public feeling in an editorial that points
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out that the Lost R ver Branch woul d be a severe blow to Bl ackfoot — the
freight teans and the stages would be a thing of the past, and Bl ackf oot
woul d necessarily | ose much business and dw ndl e.

About this tinme marks a period when many of the earlier pioneers in
this section were passing off the stage of activity. George Chapin sold
the ldaho Falls Tines to Chas. P. Diehl; Robert Anderson, Oville Buck,
N. A. Just, Dick Chanberlain, Sam Taylor, J.C Anderson, Joseph A. dark
George Heath and C.C. Taut phaus were appearing in print for the | ast
times as nen who were pushing new enterprises and taking an active part
in public affairs.

Ms. Curley, Ms. Mtchell and other wonen were also yielding their
pl aces of |eadership for better conditions.

The nanes of a younger set of nmen began to be printed — Louis Hartert,
who first appears as “an energetic young man” selling thoroughbred hogs,
and who has perhaps sold nore Snake River real estate than any ot her nman
now |iving here; nusical young fellows |ike Joe Morley, Alex Sins, Jack
Smith, Billy Miul hall, Charley D nwodey, Joe Lundburg and Paris Martin;
Gscar Johannesen of the silver tongue; George Brunt the rustler.

Musi cal entertai nnents were featured and were evidently wel |
patroni zed; social affairs centered quite largely around the church
activities, though private parties are also nentioned. Sone of the
younger named anmong the girls were Violet and Emma Lowder, El da
Changnon, Edna Reeser, Mabel and Alice Coltrman, Dottie Turner, Elva
Smith, Laura and d ara Wod.

The first tine we find nmention of water decrees is in the summer of
1901, when the waters of WIIlow Creek and Sand Creek were distributed by
the court. The oldest rights were those of Oville Buck and Frank
G everl ey, whose dates were 1874; Caroline Heath and Abel O everely,
1876; Henry W Kiefer, H F. Haskins and Anderson Bros. Bank, 1880. No
decrees were dated | ater than 1887.
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1901

On Jan. 2™ 7 menbers were present, the Bill for the banquet held
followng installation of officers at the |last stated neeting anounting
to $54. 00 was paid to ND Porter. One demt was granted.

Jan. 16'" 6 menbers & one visitor were present. Bro. Hershey was
al | owed $15 00 per year for janitor work.

Jan. 19" 13 nenbers and 3 visitors were present, & examn nations
hel d. Spencer Harwood was nmade a Master nason.

A special neeting was held on Feby. 20'" at which 9 nenbers and 3
visitors present. Exam nations held & three degrees conferred on as
many candi dat es.

On March 20" NC M ckl eson was made a Master Mason after which a
banquet was hel d.

On April 17'" bills were paid for papering the halls, for the banquet
of the neeting last held, a desk was ordered for the Secty & chairs for
the officers.

A special neeting was called on May 17'" to take charge of the renains
of the MAG Master, G D ol den, who died at 7:35 AMin the Porter Hotel.
A netallic cased was purchased. On May 19th anot her special neeting
was cal l ed, the nmenbers acconpanied the remains of the MWG Master to
the depot. Jar R Mason was appointed to acconpany the remains to Boise
Cty. Pallbearers were Curl ey, Wal |, Mason, Briggs, WIIlson & Wernan.
Resol uti on comm ttee was appoi nt ed.

June 5'" with 10 present. Petitions for nenbership acted upon, bills
paid for wiring hall $26.00, $176.00 for casket & funeral expenses of
the WG Master, paint hall * the menorial the MWG Master read.

On Sept. 4'" with 7 nenbers present & one visitor, W A Bradbury.
Electric light bill to the Gty of Idaho Falls was paid of $6.70. This
was the first electric light bill and probably the first nonth these
lights wer e used in the hall.

Cct 39 with 7 present and 2 visitors, petition for menbership read &
commi t t ees appointed. A bill was paid for flowers furnished at the
funeral of the wife of Bro. La Rue. A communication was received from
St. Ant hony regarding formng a | odge of Masons at that place.

Nov. 6'", Seven nenbers & 2 visitors were present, a bill for $4.00
was paid for electric lights for Sept. * Cct. On the 20" of the month a
neeting was held, petitions acted upon & a janitor hired for $0.50 per
nmont h.

On Dec 4'" 13 nmenbers & 5 visitors were present, exam nations hel d,
petition act ed upon & Geo Baker received the Mast er Mason degr ee.

Dec. 18'" 13 menbers & 3 visitors present. The first degree was
conferred, bill for $2.00 electric light was paid. Election of officers
resulted in the follow ng being elected; BJ Brigg, WM C E Werman, S
W J R Mason, Treas; Fred Msley, Secty. A photo of the retiring WM
was ordered. $40.00 was appropriated to pay for t he banquet at
installation of officers to be held on Dec. 27", at which tinme the
installation was held. The follow ng being app0| nted; S dsen, Mrshal;
D Wd ark, Chaplain; Henry Nagel, S D; WH Holden, J D, Tinothy Kearney
SS NCMckelson, J S; BF Payne, Tyler.
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1902

On Jan. 15'" 9 nenbers were present and 3 visitors, a petition was
acted upon, and one for the degrees. Mention is nmade for the first tinme
of the Order of the Eastern Star, a conmttee appointed to solicit
menbership in that order.

On Feb. 19", the third degree was conferred on F H Hall, 15 nenbers
bei ng present and 4 visitors. Bills were paid and the question of
nmovi ng the [ odge neeting place to the new buil ding being built by Bybee,
Werman, and Mosley, the rent to be $40.00 per nonth; other |odges were
to be consulted to | earn what arrangenents could be made with themin
| easing the new hall.

Nov. 19'" ten menbers and 2 visitors were present, applications for
menber ship received, comm ttees appoi nted and degree work conferred on
candi date. The committee on hall reported renting same for $50.00 per
nont h, and has sub-leased to the K of P each Thursday for $15.00 per
mont h, ; Modern Wodnen 1st & 3'¢ Tuesdays for $8.00 per nonth; the
banquet roomto Jay R Mason for Friday evenings for $10.00. The | odge
and banquet roomwas tendered to the Eastern Star free of charge. The
Trustees were instructed to purchase new car pet.

On Dec. 3% a report was made that the |.Q QF had rented the hall for
each Saturday evening for $15.00 per nonth. A stove was purchased for
t he banquet room Petitions were acted upon.

Dec. 17'" matters concerni ng the hall were discussed, exam nation
hel d on Jan. 7'" to be followed by a banquet, the members of the Eastern
Star to be consulted concerning furnishing the banquet, and an
invitation extended to Masons to be present

O ficers el ected;

Chas. E Wernman, WM Francis M Bybee, S W
N C M ckel son, J W J R Mason, Tr eas.
W H Hol den, Secty.
Appoi nt ment s;
Wrth d ark, SD H F Buttner, J D
F La Rue, S S Karl Hansen, J S
Adam Si venm Tyl er Henry Nagel, Chaplain
De Forrest Chanberl ain, Marshal

One of the outstanding events of 1902 was the Thunder Mountain gold
rush into Central |daho. C.C Tautphaus was one of the best known nen
who went fromhere. He had but recently returned here. He had been to
t he Kl ondyke, but the lure of gold again called him He returned from
Thunder Mountai n al nost exhausted from exposure and fromthe hardshi ps
whi ch had cost himhis outfit and nearly cost his life.

Mackay and Ketchumwere the nearest railroad termnals to Centra
I daho, as they still are, and Mackay had some hectic days when the gold
seekers were being outfitted. Sonme of them were experienced mners and
nmount ai neers — sonme of themwere not. There were no wagon roads on the
last lap of the journey to the new gold field, so many pack outfits were
purchased and nmade up at Mackay. The avail able supply of pack horses
was soon exhausted, and horses were driven in off the range and given
their first lesson in service to man when they were | assoed,
bl i ndf ol ded, cinched into a pack-saddle, the alforjas packed and the
| oad secured with the justly famous di anond hitch. Sonetines several of
the frightened and outraged ani mals woul d be bucki ng at once over the
bi g open space at the end of Main Street, but only occasionally did
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anyt hing break or the dianond hitch I oosen. It was quite a question
sonmetines as to whether the horse or his new owner would get “broke in”
first.

The grocer at the Lost River Conmercial conpany dished out the bacon,
beans and coffee day and ni ght; nobody pretended to have a tine
schedul e. One of the funniest things was shoeing the wild horses, for
the trip would have been inpossible for an unshod horse. The cowboys
woul d throw and tie down the horses al nost anywhere, many of themin the
street; C V. Hansen and Matt LaRouche were chief assistants to the big
Swede bl acksmth, and they went around nailing on the shoes in the m dst
of the uproar and confusion. The Swede claimed he nmade $50 a day, and
he certainly earned it by the sweat of his brow No one knew how nuch
gold was found at Thunder Mbuntain, but there was a | ot of people and
hor ses rushed.

Many new buil ding were constructed in 1901 and 1902. John Dill at one
tine reported conpleted contracts amounting to $23, 300, the nost
expensi ve being John Henry's two-story stone store building, $5,000;
Ander son Bros. two-story bank building, $3,600; C. E. Wernman reported
contracts anounting to $19,975; WW Keefer reported $12, 000, the nost
expensi ve being a two-story residence for F.M Sheppard, $2,000; C E.
Sani stromreported $8, 250, including Nils Hoff’s grain el evator, $3,000;
P.J. Cerhart reported $6, 250, including Fred Pike s residence $2,000;
John Canpbel | had $1, 800 including Chas. More's residence, $850. The
total reported at that tine was $77, 000.

Thi s building programwas only one indication of progress in town, but
prospects were good in all lines. The city power plant was satisfactory
—s0 much so that the spring of 1902 saw a big crop of candi dates for
city offices, with much speculation as to who the second mayor of I|daho
Falls was going to be. For the first and only tinme in our history,
there were five tickets in the field in the city election. The
Denocratic ticket was headed by Sam Tayl or, the Republican by C G Peck
the Citizens by Bowen Curley, the Socialist by J.W Reesor, the
Peopl e’s party by D ck Chanmberlain. By the tinme all these tickets were
filled, approximately one voter out of every ten was seeking sone city
office. It was an exciting canpaign, and Bowen Curl ey squeezed by wth
a mpjority of two votes. WMattie Lillis, for city treasurer, got the
hi ghest vote, 273.

Sone of the youngsters who received favorable nention in 1902 as
public entertainers were Loui se Ransey, Ethel Curley, Ruby Hurst, Ethe
Briggs, Betsy Taylor, Lillian and Janie Hi ggins, Mnnie Pein, Bessie
Crabtree, Martha and Nellie Haskins, Ruby Keefer, Mrtle Heath, Beth
CGearhart, Ethel Brainard, Martha Dahl strom Hannah Carl son, Kate Hei se,
Part henia Crabtree, Vera Mavis, Agatha Coltman, Mggi e Thomas, Maggi e
Stevens, Elsie Randall, Lela Werman, Alice Davis, Astrid Johannesen
The inps in one school entertainment were Bertie Wight, Roy Briggs,

Al bert Geenwell, Del Turner, Frances Bybee, WIIlIlie Nagel, George
Chapin, Forrest Briggs, Neal McMIIlan, Ross Jones, Earl Dahlstrom Harry
WIllits, O arence Omens, Reubin Hoff, Norman Tanner, Vernon Thomas, Lee
Eddy. In the sanme entertainnent, the cats, Tommy and Toby were Louis
Pel ot and Harry Changnon. Law ence Bal ster was one of the sol oists.

C.C. Canpbell was | eader of the band that summer, and often played
coronet sol os.
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At the “Add Folks’ Picnic” that sunmer we find Sam Tayl or as the
ol dest settler present; oldest lady, Ms. Schultz, 82; ol dest man Robert
Johnson, 78; the prettiest baby belonging to Ms. DR dark; the
youngest baby with teeth, Ms. Nephi Dahlstom In the sports, CGeneva
Wight was still one of the chanpion foot racers, with Nellie Withead
second; inthe little girls class, Gertrude Miulliner had first place,
with Rugt Herbert and Carrie Hanson second; married |ladies” race, Lulu
Price first, and Nettie Ball second.

The packi ng house burned down in the summer of 1902. The Consol i dated
| mpl ement Co. (the “Con Machine Co.(the “Co-op”) were nerged into the
Consol i dat ed Wagon and Machine Co., which we usually call the CW& M
Co. The MIIs — Sweeney — Sansel bl ock on Broadway was built that
sumer. A newirrigation conpany was formed, which took over the Eagle
Rock W1l ow Creek canal, building dans and nmaki ng ot her inprovenents:
Janes E. Steel e was the president, Chas. Taysomwas vice-president; C C
Canpbel |, secretary and treasurer; other directors were Geo. P. Ward,
WE. Steel e and John Enpey.

1903

On Jan. 7'" the officers were installed by WS. Lyle. Meetings were
frequently held for the purpose of initiation

On March 4" with 21 menbers present and 4 visitors present, one of
the largest neetings recorded up to this tinme. Applications were
recei ved for degrees by applicants, and a resol ution adopted on the
death of Past Master Patrie; exam nation held and the third degree
conferred.

Regul ar and speci al neetings were held, regul ar business transacted,
and a nunber of petitions for nenbership were presented, both by
affiliation and initiation. Wrk was held and degrees conferred, nuch
nore interest being shown than during the past years. The hall was
rented for two evenings a nonth to the Eagl es Lodge, on Dec. 2" fhe rent
bei ng $8. 00 per nont h.

Furniture was added to the hall, tables for the banquet room were
purchased, a tel ephone was installed in the hall, the Secretary was to
be paid $50.00 per year for his services. Nothing of especial
i nportance is noted in the mnutes during the year, the increase in
menber shi p and attendance i s noticeable.

Eagl e Rock Lodge had reached it’'s 17'" year, there were 54 nenbers,
two living outside of lIdaho, the others in this jurisdiction. 25
degrees had been conferred during the year.

This was one of the nost active years since the | odge had been
chartered, the struggles fromthe inception of the | odge were now
bearing fruit.

El ecti ons were held on Dec. 16'", results follow

Frank M Bybee, WM F. C. Bowmran, SwW
Fred Mosl ey, J W Jay R Mason, Tr eas.
W A. Bradbury, Secty; Auditing; Anderson, Mosley, and Shane.

The nmenbers decided to hold a joint installation with the Eastern Star
on Jan. 13'" of the next year. A banquet was to be served under the
direction of the ladies, the Masons to pay for the same fromthe funds
of the | odge.

Conmittee on banquet; Bybee, Batenman and Msl ey

Invitation commttee; Butner, Locks and La Rue

Reception & Entertai nment conmttee; Mason, Shane and Dimin.
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D d you know I daho Falls in 1903? And do you renenber how it | ooked,
how it snelled, and how it sounded? Middy streets instead of pavenent
and sewers; arc lights here and there instead of rows of |amp posts and
el ectric signs; cowboys clattering down the streets, but no novies;
school girls chattering on the street corners, but no tal kies; many
entertainments by local talent, but no radios; the odor of open sal oons
in every down town bl ock instead of gasoline and rubber; the oft-
repeated “whoa!” instead of the screech of brakes.

Sentiment agai nst the sal oons was steadily increasing; other waves of
nmoral reform swept the community at intervals. The first Mnisteria
Al'liance was fornmed, with Rev. Kneel and of the Baptist church as
chai rman; Rev. Bengtson of the Swedi sh Lutheran church as secretary;
Rev. Allen, Presbyterian; Rev. Barnes, Mthodist; Rev. Pal ner,

Epi scopal ; and Capt. Carrington of the Salvation Arny.

When the corner stone at the Lincoln sugar factory was laid, the
Regi ster got out a special edition with considerable historical materia
and several cuts. One picture — “Along Snake River at Idaho Falls” —
taken fromthe top of the mll across the river, and it shows in the
foreground the railroad bridge and the wagon bridge which replaced the
original toll bridge. The wagon bridge was in two spans, with the
i sl and between. On each side of the road running across the island
stood a snall, |ow house — the abodes of the “painted |adies.” The
bui I di ngs were an eyesore and their inhabitants a noral issue. The
result of the first agitation over “The Island” resulted in high board
fences being built on both sides of the road, so that passerby (even in
wagons) woul d not be denoralized or enbarrassed.

It was in 1903 that the name “Broadway” was adopted. That street had
been building up, but while it had only one side it was called “Front
Street” and the one across the tracks was “South Front Street.” Now we
had “Broadway” and Eagle Rock Street,” and in the cut nentioned, both of
t hese are shown, also the Anderson Bros. new brick store building and
Robert Anderson’s hone cl ose beside it.

Previous to this tine, Col. E F. Holnmes had agitated the question of a
beet - sugar factory here, but he had been held back by the high freight
rates. April 14" 1903, was a banner day for ldaho Falls, for it was on
that day that the corner stone of the first beet-sugar factory in |Idaho
was laid, four mles northeast of town. The corner stone was laid by
Presi dent Joseph F. Smth and five thousand people w tnessed the
cerenony. The I daho Sugar conpany started out with five contracts for
5,000 acres of beets, subscription fromthe people of this section for
$12,000 to purchase the building site, and a bonus fromthe State of
I daho of one cent for every pound of sugar manufactured for two years.
The papers clained that |and values in this vicinity increased from 50
per cent to a 100 per cent in a few nonths time, choice farm ng | and
being worth from$40 to $75 at the increased price.

Early that spring the people of Idaho Falls were again concerned over
city politics. M. Curley had conducted a conservative adm nistration,
with no particular inprovenents, and the routine work did not call forth
press conmment. The Denocrats, Republicans and Socialists were lining up
for a good party scrap, when Gscar Johannessen, chairman for the
Denocrats, filed their city ticket with the county clerk. Wen it was
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too late to nake a change, the county clerk notified Gscar that the
filing should have been made with the city clerk, but the city clerk
refused to accept it when it was hurriedly presented. So the Register
says it was a very quiet election, with a light vote; and the Republican
ti cket headed by A T. Shane, had a good majority over Dr. La Rue on the
Socialist ticket. Perhaps this easy victory for the Republican

i nfl uenced sone of the anbitious young nmen to line up with that party.

At any rate, Oscar Johannessen, Joe Morley, Chas. Hansen and Dougl as Hi x
wer e anong those who publicly announced that henceforth they were going
to feed peanuts to the el ephant instead of trying to fasten the nosebag
on the donkey.

It was about this tine, too, that Chas. P. Diehl sold the Tines to
F.A. Dare. 1In a farewel!l editorial, M. D ehl says that he is |eaving
“without regret,” and intimates that a Denocratic newspaper can not hope
to survive when Denocracy is a dying cause.

About 1901, the wind had bl own the sandy foundation away fromthe
Bapti st church, and for warnth and perrmanence, manure had been banked
around the building. This finally brought protests fromthe V.1.S. At
the sane tinme, school room space was becom ng crowded; so while plans
were bei ng worked out for an addition; to the school house (the present
Central building) the school board arranged to rent the basenent of the
Met hodi st congregation $200.00 rent to put a stone foundati on under
their church so it could be used as a school roomal so. The work on the
Central addition was begun early in the summer of 1903. The Idaho Falls
@in club was very active during 1903, and Neal McMIIlan won the
Nor t hwest chanpi onshi p at Daytona, Washington, with a record of 50
straight. The nedal was “solid gold, richly engraved, set with a | arge
di anond of the first water.”

Idaho Falls first rural mail route made its initial trip July 1%,
1903 with Chas. A. Smth as carrier. It was a daily service and “the
route is by the sugar factory to Amon, three mles beyond, and return.”
The first nonth’s service collected 1,158 letters and delivered 994.

“The South Side in Ashes” records a fire in which the entire business
bl ock of Eagle Rock street was burned. George Brunt had a little
grocery store in this block, and one hour before the fire broke out he
had paid Briggs & McCutcheon one dollar down on a fire insurance of
$500. The policy was paid. The estimated |oss fromthe fire was
$23, 000.

Ral ph Edmunds blew into town at about that tine, and forned a
partnership with L. M Nebeker

Social itenms in the papers were perhaps of nore general interest then
than they are now, because everybody knew everybody el se. Besides those
al ready nmentioned, we find Beatrice Pike as a popul ar young singer; Ms.
Gto McCutcheon as active in dramatic and athletic affairs; Ms. AL
Canpbel|l as an entertaining palmst; Ms. CC Canbell, Ms. Arthur
Hol den and Mss Nellie O Haver were popul ar hostesses. Sone of the
entertainments featured at parties and socials were crokinole, carrons,
charades, progressive conversation and guessi ng contests.
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The city council ordered that users of water and |ight nmust pay their
bills at the city hall, for the city clerk no longer had time to go
around and col |l ect them

The death of Ms. Bowen Curley at the close of 1903, was a community
|l oss. The Tines says: “Her |arge heartedness, broad synpathies, keen
sense of justice, conbined with perfect self-nastery, gave her a poise
and power in life which few men or wonen possess, and this expression is
often heard, ‘It is in deed a privilege to have known her.’” Ms.
Curley left a sealed letter, to be opened after her death, and it
contained the foll owing nessage, “To ny friends and co-workers in |Idaho
Falls: It is not easy to drop out of the lives of those with whom| have
| abored so long; yet | doubt not God's will is best. | thank you for
all you have been to ne, and for all you have done for ne. My your
farther ways be ways of pleasantness and your paths full of peace.

(Signed) S. Kate Curley.”
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1904
EAGLE ROCK LODGE #19

The first neeting was held on Jan. 6'", when WJ N Adans was gi ven
the entered apprentice degree. D Wrth O ark was appoi nted agent of the
lodge to |l ook after the lodge's interest in certain city lots.

On Jan. 20'" a neeting was held during which a communication was read
from York Lodge #563, Kansas Gty, Md. Requesting this |odge to confer
the third degree upon Arthur W Hol den.

At this neeting the degrees were set; E A $40.00; F C $20.00 and MM
$15.00. The secretary was to receive $50.00 yearly.

On Feb. 5" at 8 a.m 20 nenbers met for the purpose of attending in
a body the funeral of WJ Adans at Market Lake.

Feb. 10'". At this neeting Arthur WHol den received his M M degr ee.

Frank Wernman was given his M Mdegree on April 13'", T. Bailey Lee
acting as Secty. Pro tem (this brother was |ater a nenber of the Idaho
Suprene Court).

Apri | 20'": 40 nenbers & visitors present. MWG Mof lIdaho, J M
Cowen paid an official visit to the | odge. Those who were present
during this neeting nust have recalled the limted nenbership and the
struggle to keep the | odge, a going concern during its earliest years,
when a quorumwas often a difficult matter. The nmenbers who attended
are given, as sone of them dropped out of the picture soon after this:
F M Bybee, WM F C Bowran, S W Fred Modsley, J W Jay R Mason, Secty,
pro tem HWF Butner, S D, Henry Nagle, J D, Wn Deinling, S S; Hans
Larson, J S; DWrth dark, Tyler pro tem D F Chanberlain; Jacob Locks;
Peter Melling; Ois MCutchson; Fred Husting; N C Mckelson; T J
Kearney; Peter J Gerhart; Franklin La Rue; Frank Werman; S F Tayl or;
Arthur Hol den; WH Hol den; F E Jones; Lewis Elg; WE Hol ben; ML Hernman;
G S Sansel; Chas. E Wirnman; & visitors as follows; J M Cowan, MWG M
C A Merriman; CGeo. A Beck; Thos. Harvey; T Bailey Lee; John Fischer;
Bert P MIls; Bowen Curley; A WHolden; V L Walker; A R Cohn.

On Dec. 7'" 30 nenbers and visitors were present, el ection was held.
The newly el ected officers were to be installed with nmenbers of the
| odge and the nenbers of the Eastern Star al so.

Meeting on Dec. 21°, 18 nenbers and visitors present, the follow ng
installed into their respective offices:

F M Bybee, WM F C Bowran, S W Fred Mdsley, J W Jay R Mason,
Treas.; WA Bradbury, Secty.; David Wd ark, Chaplain; S F Taylor,
Marshal ; Frank E Wernman, S D, Jacob Locks, J D, Hans Larson, S S;

T J Kearney, J S; Franklin La Rue, Tyler.
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1904
37" Annual Conmuni cati on
Boi se, |daho, Sept. 13'" — 15'"

MWGM Al bert WGCordon.

An emergency conmuni cation was hel d February 10'™ 1904 Canbridge, |daho
for the purpose of dedicating the new Masonic Tenple or Hall, Salubria
Lodge #31.

Representatives; F M Bybee, F C Bowran, F Msley from#19, by F M
Bybee hol di ng proxi es.

Three | odges were added to the Idaho |list during the year; Lakeside,
Rat hdrum and Bonners Ferry under Di spensati on.

A report was made of the visit of the GMto #19 on April 20'", and
the Grand Lecturer reported devoting 325 days to the instruction of the
menbers during the past year.

The yearly report shows; 66 nmenbers of #19; 64 residing in the
state; 7 initiated; 10 passed; 12 raised; 5 admtted; 1 died; 4
dtehm'tted; 29 degrees conferred during the year. Wn J Adans died Feb.
4", 1904.

Picture of the Gand Lodge officers in a group appear in this
report, 53 being shown in print, F MBybee (17) and AIf. Myes (53) a
charter nenber of #19, now a nenber of Portneuf, #18 and Al bert W
CGCordon, G M 1904.

Adm tted nenbers; P J Gerhart; O E McCutcheon; C E WI son;

Geo. S Sansel and ML Hei man.

Demtted; A Kittle; MJ Anderson; F Zl abeck; H H Fi nk.

Eagl e Rock had 11 Past Masters;

Recei pts for the year were $1, 036.51

D sbursed $969. 41 Degree Fees $75.00 Dues $10.00
New menbers during the year;

A T Shane; C C Redford; MKenton; L R Kelley; J H Wernan;

Wn J N Adans; Frank E Werman; N Holm WL Deimling; F L Huston;

W E Hol den; WR Jones and H Larsen.

One of the interesting things in the Montana report is the
proceedi ng of the Grand Lodge in |aying the corner stone in the arch at
the entrance of Yellowstone Park on April 24'" by his excellency,
Theodor e Roosevelt under the auspices of the Gand Lodge.

On the death of one of their nenbers, David Auchard the greater
portion of his wealth was left to the Gand Lodge for the purposes of a
Masoni ¢ Honme, anount about $100, 000. 00.

The Utah report contains a notation “The peculiar people anmbng whom
it isour lot tolive, with their peculiar ideas of truth, justice &
nmorality, differing so greatly fromthe standard, accepted by Masons as
the law of God, mekes it our special duty to keep watch upon the wall &
guard well the portals, which admt nmen within our nystic circle” etc.
and any body of nmen who do contrary to these principles & advocates
anything in opposition to them have no busi ness anbng us and nust be
kept out of our |odges at all hazards”.
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The files of the Register and the Tinmes for the year 1904 are a bit
nmonot onous froma political standpoint, for one thing, both papers were
at that tine Republican, so there was no controversy between them

M. Shane, as mayor, realized that the nunicipal hydro-electric
pl ant was getting badly overloaded — that the city was short on both
power and water. He pointed out that the little 125 hp plant had during
the | ast year netted the city $6,000 and he believed in an enl argenent
of the service. He had already engaged Engi neer Wley to report on
feasible sites for a new power plant, and M. W/Iley had recommended the
one just belowtown. M. Shane did not want to take the responsibility
further, so he called a mass neeting of citizens to discuss the
situation. In the neantine, Anerican Falls Power Co. and the Bl ackf oot
Power Co. were both trying to sell power to Idaho Falls. And by the
time the nmass neeting was called, Julian DeCoster had filed on the site
bel ow town that M. WIley had recommended for the city.

The citizen’s mass neeting did not prove very helpful. G G Wi ght,
O E McCut cheon and Bowen Curl ey offered resolutions which would require
the council to have several engineers to check each other on plans and
estimates, and nore engineers to check the bids which were to be
submitted. Arthur Holden, J Ed Smth and Fred Turner nade strong
argunents agai nst so nuch red tape, but they were over-ruled. The net
result was that a | ocal power conpany was fornmed, called the |daho Power
and Transportation Co., which used the DeCoster site. One of their
proposed uses of power was to electrify an inter-urban car I|ine.

The sal oons were conpl aining that they would have to go out of
business if they were going to be “regul ated” so nuch.

The busi ness section was demandi ng that they be organi zed as a sewer
district. On account of the inpervious |ava which underlaid the town,
t he cess-pool s were becon ng i nadequat e.

“Qur |sland Possessions” were the subject of editorials that showed
that a noral issue couldn’t be hid by a high board fence. The V.I.S.,
with Ms. A L. Campbell as president, was trying to get title to the
I sl and.

Bot h papers supported M. Shane for re-election that spring, both
claimng certain victory. But the Denocratic candidate, E. P. Coltnman,
was elected, with a mxed council. At the first nmeeting, this new
council passed an ordinance permtting the saloons to keep open al
night, instead of closing after mdnight. Certain |lots of Western Ave.
(now Menorial Drive) were set aside as a “restricted district”, and Leo
HI1l, Nellie Baker, Virginia Ponmer, Jennie Johnson, Lillie Lee and
Felice Tomassi were notified of the action.

Counci | man Hasbrouck tried to pass a resolution to have the police
enforce the | aw agai nst ganbling, but the resolution was lost 4 to 2.
M . Hasbrouck thereupon resigned fromoffice, and C. E. D nwodey was
appointed in his place.

“The Long Predicted Happened” is in big letters on the front page of
the Register of Sept.16, 1904. It describes the fire that burned
everything for a block north of Broadway from Park Ave. to the river
including the new “restricted district.” The exceptions were Dan
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Cynme’s livery barn and LaRue & Dineen’s building, now occupi ed by the
Mur phey G gar store. The wind carried enough fire across Park Ave. to
do consi derabl e damage there, also. The heaviest |osers of the thirty-
one listed were the CW& M, the Coltnman Lunber Co., S. Ed. Johnson,

O K WIbur, Johnson & Catrmull, the Idaho Falls Packing Co., Ray Smth,
Hopki ns & Neeb. Danmage was estimated at $150,000 and the fire
denonstrated the i nadequacy of the water pressure and the fire fighting
appar at us.

H gh school athletics were getting big headlines in the fall of
1904. Ms. Oto McCQutcheon was coach for the girls basketball team
whi ch consisted of Mnnie Kiefer, Annie Kiefer, Enig Reesor,

Et hel Brainard and Eva Martin. Dr. Brookfield coached the boys, who
were Sam Tayl or, Charlie Johnson, DeWtt O son, Allen Hansen,

Ray Crabtree, Roy Briggs, Ed. Marker, LaVere Kunkle, Rex Turner,

Earl Changnon, Dan Oaens and Art Carlson. They had a chanpi onship team

Football was so interesting that the men took it up. “The Fats”:
J.C. Anderson, E.P. Coltman, OJ. EHlis, C C Cook, Geo. Changnon,
H.J. Hasbrouck, Wn Thomas and B.J. Briggs — challenged “The Leans”:
Ral ph Louis, J.R Mson, WA Bradbury, S.G Cowey, WJ. Dneen,
C.F. Poulson, Dr. Bridges, C G Mers, CW Ml hall and Frank Bowran.

The col l ege nen, including OGto MCutcheon of Syracuse, B.M
Brookfield of Drake, WP. Hanson of lowa, Dr. Coul thard of |owa,
Harry West of Frenont, JimFow er of St. Dide, and others, challenged
the world. Their first gane was with the acadeny at Pocatello. “Capt.
McCut cheon forbids a cigarette heart or a bicycle chest, and advocates
the use of a M ssouri nmeerschaumto work up the good breathing parts.”

Ms. Whi pperman got first prizes on a Battenburg doil ey, a burntwood
pi cture and an enbroidery picture at the fair that fall and “her display
was considered the best at the fair.”

The prices at ldaho Falls barber shops in 1904 were fifteen cents
for a shave and twenty-five cents for a haircut.

This seens to have been a period when many of the wonmen used their
gi ven names when they appeared in print. Thus we find Ms. Beatrice
Crinmson Thomas, Ms. daribel R dges Pike, Ms. Louise Alen Dare,
Ms. Susan E. MIIl, Ms. Catherine Gaves, Ms. Tillie Luxton,

Ms. Salone Hearst, Ms. Dynmae J. Jones, Ms. Etta R Platt,
Ms. Emma Reesor, Ms. Caroline E. Wight.

The A d Folks Picnic was at lona in 1904. The ol dest man present was
Thomas Morgan of Popl ar, 89 years; the ol dest wonman, Anna Schultz, 83
years; man who raised the first apples, Oville Buck; |argest man,

Harvey Freeze, 325 | bs.; |argest wonman, Agatha Carlson, 187 |bs.;
smal | est worman, Mary Dixon, 90 Ibs.; first lady settled in Iona,

Mar gar et Shi ppen; |ady having nost corns, Eliz. Enmery, five corns;

ol dest woman with no fal se teeth, Sarah Jones, 78 years; chanpion foot-
racer over fifty, Ned Leggroan; man having | east hair, Geo. Carson;
worman having nost living children, Sarah Rowberry, 13 children; 2" Elijza
Haycock, 12 children.
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The year 1904 al so brought the death of one of our best-known
citizens, Robert Anderson. Both the Register and the Tinmes paid tribute
to M. Anderson’s well-known pioneer efforts and his value to the
community for many years. I|daho Falls was still M. Anderson’s hone,
but he was killed while on a visit to Kentucky, and was buried there.
Sone tine later, in a special issue, the Register published a |letter
fromM. Anderson, witten to C.C Canpbell when the latter was
contenplating noving to this country. The letter indicates perfectly
M. Anderson’s attitude toward his honme town, and we quote parts of it:
“When the tradi ng house which was the forerunner of Anderson Bros. Bank
was established, the Snake R ver valley was one unbroken waste of
sagebrush. There seened to be al nost no grass, and yet when sone train
master turned out a work ox, he soon becane fat. The country | ooked
desol ate and worthl ess. Ben Holiday' s stage |line went through to
Mont ana and had a station where the stage nul es were changed at
intervals of ten or fifteen mles, where a stock tender spent or wore
out the weary hours. Aside fromthemand a few trappers on the nountain
streans, there were no white settlers.

“The Anderson Tradi ng House bought furs fromthe Indians, sold goods
to ox-trail people on their way to and from Montana, bought gold dust
whi ch they weighed on the scales still used by the bank, and shipped it
to market, bought and sold greenbacks and did sonething in exchange.

G eenbacks passed in the country generally at fifty cents on the dollar
for gold dust, or about the same as they sold for in California in coin.

“I'n 1871 Prof. Hayden cane along and told us we had a first-cl ass
soil and that it would be very productive. The few who had by this tine
strayed in were giving their attention to stock raising. The range was
found to be all that could be desired and stocknmen did well. Then one
or two began to try for a truck garden along WI Il ow Creek, where their
patch coul d get water during the spring rise. About 1878-9 the Anderson
Brothers attenpted to nake a |large canal to water a wide district of
country. They put nearly $70,000 in what is now called the Anderson
Canal . Peopl e soon began to take up and fence in land, crops were put
in and yiel ded past the hopes of the new farners. The truth is, I|daho
Falls is situated in the mdst of a favored region. A good range in the
foothills near that can never be taken up for cultivation, better
agricultural land than that selling in Illinois or lowa for $100 to $150
per acre, a good climate, and good cattle and sheep range. These nature
has gi ven us, and now a progressive people are adding. School houses are
all over the valley, and are well patronized, and the teachers well
paid. N ne hundred pupils attend the school in lIdaho Falls. The
churches are well represented by eight or nine denom nations and church
bui I di ng, sonme of themright handsone.

“Anderson Bros. Bank invites honest and industrious nen to try their
fortunes in the Snake R ver valley. There are sone nmen — even honest
men — we don't want to see — those who depend on | uck, who | ook out for
t he new noon, those who will not wal k under a | adder or start any work
on Friday. Let themstay at home; they are going to be di sappointed
anywhere. But for nen who are able and willing to work there is no such
word as failure in a country where wheat makes 50 bushels, oats 50
bushel s, barley 60 bushels, rye 60 bushels and potat oes 250 bushels to
the acre, alfalfa from5 to 8 tons, and all root crops produce
splendidly.”
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The 1daho Falls newspapers of 1905 still made no nention of
aut onobi | es, picture shows or phonographs. Misic, however, clained a
good deal of space. “Mss Annie is a prinme favorite since her arrival
here, not only on account of her extraordinary talent as a vocalist, but
al so on account of her sweet disposition and her unselfish, |adylike
qualities.” In Decenber, 1905, John M WIlians gave a recital. M.
Wl lians has reached a place of national prom nence, but Idaho Falls
remenbers himas a very nodest young man — really a boy — who was
struggling to make a start as a teacher of piano. The pupils who
appeared were Adel bert Turner, Betsy Taylor, Geneva Wight, Wenn
Wl lson, Alys Carson, Agatha Coltman, Florence Wight, Helen Col ver,
Harri et Gesas, CGeneva Randall and Cora Holnes. M. WIIlians was
assisted by “Mss Alice Coltman, who has been at Ogden for the past four
years, and who captivated the audience with her sweet voice and the
feeling with which the fanous Vainka’s Song was given. Mss Lois
Brookfi el d appeared for the first tine before an |Idaho Falls audi ence,
but it is safe to say she will not be allowed to | onger hide her

talents.” “Del” Turner is still M. WIlians’ private secretary. Mss
Dorothy Turner is nentioned as wi nning the Henry M1l er $400 schol arship
at the New York Dramatic school where she was a student. “Her success

is truly gratifying to her many friends. Wen the fact is taken into
consi deration that Mss Turner was alone in the nmetropolis, wthout

i nfluence or friends, her achievenent is all the nore remarkable and it
is felt that she won on true nerit.”

Bot h the Republican and the Denocratic parties had prom sed, at the
city elections for the past two years, to increase the capacity of the
city plant. But the termof office was only one year and there was so
much agitation and forces were so evenly divided that no plan could be
agreed upon because of political differences. The short termalso
hi ndered any programfor other city inprovenents.

The downt own sewerage question had reached a critical point, and
GG Wight, A T. Shane and A V. Scott hired Engi neer Kelsey of Salt
Lake Gty to map out a sewer plan. On January 20, 1905, the Register
carried big headlines: Big Day for lIdaho Falls. Sewer Proposition Seens
Sure,” and followed with an outline of M. Kelsey's report to this
commttee. The report called for an expenditure of $28, 500.

Not being able to agree on a plan for power devel opnment, the city
made a contract with the new | daho Power & Transportati on Conpany to buy
power fromthemfor four cents per k.w for five years, with the
under st andi ng t hat devel opnment work on the I.P. & T. Co. should proceed
at once.

In 1905, M. Shane and M. Coltnman were again the candi dates for
mayor, and again both parties advocated the expansion of the city plant.
This time M. Coltman won by five votes. Thinking that the electrica
situation was taken care of by the contract with the I.P. & T. Co.,

M. Coltman turned to the water question. M. Kelsey was hired to
submt plans, and he reported in favor of a standpipe, with a gasoline
engi ne | ocated at John’s Hole (where the present stock bridge crosses)
to punp water fromthe river into wooden nmains. This called for an
expendi ture of $30, 000, but was voted down at the bond el ection.
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There was al so consi derable agitation for cenment sidewal ks and
curbing and gravel ed streets in the business district, though some of
t he principal business nen wanted macadam The only one of these
i nprovenents whi ch nade any progress during 1905 was the sewer district.

The V.1.S. especially interested thenselves at this tinme in the
cemetery. They spent $600, and they nmade a real showing, as is proved
by two phot ographs taken before and after their work there. There had
been a waterwheel in the canal which irrigated a few lots. But the
V.1.S. graded sone of the streets and installed an elevated tank and a
ram so that the lots could be sprinkled. They also put in the iron
gate at the east entrance. The officers of the V.1.S. that year were,
president, Ms. A L. Campbell; vice-presidents, Ms. GG Wight and
Ms. WIIliamLindsay; secretary, Ms. J. Hurst; treasurer, Ms. HK
Li nger.

Rural routes 2, 3 and 4 were established in 1905 and the post office
reported that Idaho Falls was entitled to down town nail delivery, but
this was held up because we did not have proper sidewal ks and street
nunbers. So the V.1.S. took up that matter too. They put on various
entertai nments, one of thembeing a “Sanple Sale,” which was held in the
new CW & M building and which brought in $348.70. “G b” Wight al so
permtted the building to be used for several dances and other public
affairs before it was occupi ed.

C.C. Taut phaus, Joseph A. dark and Oville Buck were pioneers who
took the Long Trail that year. Al of them had been especially
identified with the devel opnent of irrigation and other progress of this

valley. *“Joseph A dark supervised the construction of all the canals
and inportant laterals this side of the dry bed, with the exception of
t he Anderson canal. He also surveyed the Market Lake canal, the town

site of St. Anthony and many other projects of this sort in the upper
valley. He was the father of rmunicipal ownership in Idaho Falls, and
was three times mayor of Idaho Falls.

Oville Buck, with his wife and five children, cane from Mai ne
because he was threatened with consunption. There were but two white
famlies in the upper valley — the Adans brothers at Market Lake (now
Roberts), J.C Anderson and famly at Eagle Rock and a few nen who
gat hered around the stations. Indians often visited the Buck home and
were always friendly and honest. 1In 1874 he filed on a honestead on
WIllow Creek. H s first neighbor was George Heath, who settled next to
him Buck and Heath were the first to raise alfalfa and wheat north of
the Portneuf, and they used a threshing floor. Before the first school
house was built in 1880 by M. Buck, he enployed Mss Jennie Beamto
teach his children

M. Taut phaus was a native of Germany, and cane to this country with
his parents when but six years old. He was sixty-five years old and was
wel|l preserved for a man of his years, though he has done rmuch hard work
in his contracts for road and canal building. M. Tautphaus was a man
of sterling worth, and an alive and energetic citizen and has had nuch
to do with the devel opment of this state.
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1906 was a busy year in Idaho Falls. It is a matter of interest to
note how the files of one newspaper supplenent another, and that no one
paper | eaves behind it a conplete record of events. Every paper has
nmore or less political bias, some business prejudice, a desire to
“scoop” its conpetitors and a dislike of seem ng to copy news already
printed. For instance, neither the |Idaho Regi ster nor the Idaho Falls
Times nention that on Saturday, Cctober 28, 1905 the Morning Post
commenced its daily publication. It would be interesting to know how
many people in ldaho Falls could give that exact date.

How accurate is your own information as to who owned the first
autonobile in ldaho Falls, and when it first appeared? Wen and where
was the first phonograph? The first novie, and the nane of the show
house? The first airplane at Idaho Falls? The first radio? The first
tal kie? Qur nenories are surprisingly hazy when it cones to dates and
pl aces.

In 1906 the school children of Idaho Falls were all under one roof,
confortably housed in the renodel ed building which is the present
Central school. The high school graduates that spring had been Harry
W1l lson, Bertrand Tanner, Sam Taylor, DeWtt O son, Edward Bal e, John
Bl angman, Dan Oaen, Jr., and the M sses Maude Canpbell, Hazel Ransay,
Edna Reesor, Violet Brunt, Jennie Huffaker, Mnnie d anzman and Ceorgi a
Denl i nger.

The first graduate of the Idaho Falls high school was Bl anche
Werman, who graduated in 1899. 1In 1900 Margaret Fanni ng, Enma Lowder,
M nni e Nagel and O ara Wod received di pl onas. There was no class in
1901. In 1902 we find the first young man to graduate, Warner Berry,
and with himwere Lulu Carrier, Christin Dahl, Ethel Peck, Hattie
CGehart, Athyl dsen, and Helen Martin. |In 1903 the class consisted of
Kate Hei se, Astrid Johannesen, Helen Fanning and Low Mason. 1904 shows
Charles Col ver added to the list of graduates, with Lulu Carrier, Hattie
Gerhart and Athyl d son doing post-graduate work. The class roll in
1905 was Ethel Boyes, Jennie Gerhart, Jay Jellick, Charles M Johnson
Anna Kiefer, Evelyn Martin, J.G Martin, Bertha Myore, Bessie Pelot,
Fanny Tayl or, Mabel WI kinson, Allie York and Chi kanori Gondow.

The V.I1.S. sponsored many entertai nnents and added no small suns to
their treasury at the same tine. It was not unusual for a concert to
net $150. Sone tines they sold ice-cream cake and coffee for twenty-
five cents. Most of this nobney was put into inproving Kate Curl ey park
One concert program had as soloists Ms. Pike, Joe Mrley, Ethe
Brai nard and Annie Shirley; piano nunbers by Ms. Oeary, CGeneva Wi ght
and Betsy Taylor. So the V.I.S. did tw things at once — provided first
class entertainnent for the town — and got noney to nmake public
i mprovenents.

The San Franci sco earthquake and fire occurred in the spring of
1906. Snake River valley had al ways been liberal in tinmes of trouble,
and this was not exception. Six carloads of provisions were sent from
here, and the railroad conpany furnished the cars and transportation
I f upper Snake River valley should ever be visited by sone ngj or
di saster that required relief, we could feel that the bread we had cast
upon the waters had returned after many days.
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In July, 1906, the Sells-Floto circus showed here, and the account
of the performance carried as headlines: “Hot Tinme in Ad Town. G rcus
tent bl ows down and audi ence is scattered. Elephants stanp to river,
junp in and are carried over the rapids and through the deadly gorge.

Make a m xup anongst teans, causing nmany run-aways.” The river was
high, and there is a thrilling description of how the el ephants bobbed
out of sight in the boiling waters, but finally got safely to land. In

fact, there were no casualties, in spite of so much confusion

That summer there was a protest fromthe sportsnmen agai nst |arge
quantities of ganme fish being sold to restaurants and hotels, it being
charged that “they are handled by the wagon load.” E k nmeat was al so
sold. A good deal of publicity was given to the contract for the first
bridge at the end of Broadway. It was a steel bridge and McMil | en-

Per ham had the contract.

E.P. Coltman was our first mayor who served a two-year termso there
was no city election in 1906. The businessnmen still wanted better
streets down town, and the council deci ded on macadam A bond el ection
was called for the property owners in the proposed district, and the
bonds were defeated, 22 to 17. The council decided that something nust
be done, however, since the nmud was so bad that teans would get mred on
Broadway. So they asked for bids for nacadam zing certain bl ocks,
contracted with Hanley & Richey to do the work, and assessed it to the
property owners, then entire paynment to be nade in one year. This
macadam consi sted of crushed rock rolled down with dirt.

There was much protest and agitation about the width and sort of

sidewal ks to go with the new nmacadam zing. The council| advocated
twel ve-foot sidewal ks on Broadway and ten-foot wal ks for other streets.

Si xty percent of the businessnen protested that such wal ks were too
wi de, and that the greater part of their business was done fromthe
street, anyway — that the extra width was extra expenses for nothing.
George Sansel, who was a | eadi ng Broadway business man, checked up and
found that three-fourths of the business of his departnent store cane
fromthe sidewal ks; so he took the lead, tore up his board wal k and | aid
the first cenent sidewal k on Broadway.

There was no new devel opnment on the power situation. The |Idaho
Power & Transportation conpany, a mle belowthe city, was pushing their
wor k, and nmade a proposition to the city that they would install 400
horse power at their plant for the city for $32,000. The water users
bel ow t own proposed, for $22,000 to increase the capacity of the city
canal so that 750 horse power instead of 200 horse power could be
produced by the city plant. A T. Shane, as head of another conpany,
offered to devel op 750 horse power with a | ow head pl ant bel ow the
present stock bridge, for $54,000. Cdency St. dair, Mark Austin and
ot hers, who owned a site near the end of Broadway and near the present
city plant, also nmade a proposition to the city. The point which
bl ocked action was the choice of engineers, the mayor favoring M.

Kel sey and the council M. WIley. Bonds were submtted nore than once
for the extension on and inprovenent of the water system but they were
def eat ed because the peopl e wanted the power question settled at the
sane time.
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There had been a lot of talk in 1906, but at the end of the year the
situation was unchanged - the city was still short on both power and
wat er .

The anmount of sal oon license cane in for a great deal of argunent.
The council raised the yearly license for saloons from $200 to $500.
Ganbl i ng houses in the restricted district operated under a system of
fines. It was easy to see that the 1907 city canpai gn was getting
war ned up.

The M ni doka and ot her | ower Snake river projects were beginning to
tal k of storage at Jackson | ake.

In the Register of July, 20, 1906, we find a notice of the death of
Thomas N. Lauder, of Market Lake. He was born at Schenectady, New York,
in 1832. Wien a boy in his teens he went to the pineries of Wsconsin
where he carried nmail to the various |unber canps. 1In 1855 he noved to
lowa, and carried mail between Lewis and Council Bluffs until 1864, when
the mail route was established between Salt Lake City and Bannock,
Montana. M. Lauder’s run on this route was fromthe Eagl e Rock ferry
to Dry Creek, and he was the first man to drive stage on this route. He
is also credited with being the first man to plow a furrow for the
rai sing of crops in the upper Snake River valley. On Cctober 10, 1880
he was married to Mss Leona B. Adans of Market Lake. The cerenony was
performed at Eagle Rock, and it is the first record we find of a
marriage cerenony at our present townsite. “M. Thomas N. Lauder has
been cl osely connected with active operations on the border-1and, and
has done effective service in the advancenent of civilization.”

At about the same tine, James Arave, an aged pioneer of Utah and
| daho, also died. *“Janes Arave was perhaps the forenost man in
Taylorville, and there were none in that vicinity but what admred and
respected him?”

In 1907, ldaho Falls was introduced to two parts of nodern |iving
whi ch have conme to occupy a | arge part of our present day program
April 19,1907, GG Wight brought into town our third autonobile, “A 40
hp Ranbler. It was fitted up with the nodern auto conveni ences, having
a far-reaching search light, a conplete top, a road neter and a speed
indicator. The speed indicator is adjusted to such nicety that should
G b accidentally run down an indi sposed pig, or wing a poor unfortunate
cow, or butt into the battering end of an unsophisticated nule, he could
go into open court and take oath as to precisely what speed the erring
ani mal had taken flight fromearth.”

The next issue of the Register tells of M. Wight claimng that he
made a trip to Blackfoot in which he used only one hour and 35 m nutes
goi ng down and one hour and 25 minutes on the return trip.

The fourth auto reported bel onged to the Idaho Falls Devel opnent
conpany, and was a Reo. “Louis Hartert, outside man for the firm says
it is a peach. Thursday afternoon M. Hartert was show ng sone
prospective buyers over the country. They left the conpany’'s office in
the car at 2 p.m, going to the sugar factory and returning. They then
went to Wodville. Fromhere they struck toward the |avas, and nmaking a
plunge into the sagebrush |land, reached the irrigated country severa
mles north. They then canme honme and reached the office at 4:30 p.m A
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pretty long trip for only two and one-half hours’ drive. M. Hartert
says that while he was out, they went through farns, crossing stubble
fields and ditches with inmpunity. Janes L. MIner, president of the
conpany, has a car of the same nmake for his personal use.”

The auto casualty is thus described: “On Friday evening |ast,
Cency St. dair and GJ. Wight were out driving, and when near where
they live on | ower Capital avenue, GG Wight cane along with his
autonobile. The horse did not like this and comrenced naki ng a fuss
about it. The horse got the best of St. CGair and spilled both nmen out.
M. Wight got off with a bruised knee and St. Cair with a sprained
ankle. The horse then took a notion to go up into the yard, and nounted
a stone wall about four feet high. He left the buggy there anongst the
trees and took a spin down the street.” Two weeks later it was
di scovered that M. St. dair’s |l eg was broken at the ankle.

May 31 tells that the Idaho Falls Devel opment Co. car gave a sudden
fright to a teamhitched to a surrey. “At the appearance of the auto,
the team executed a terrific side backward novenent, and the next thing
di sti ngui shabl e, one horse was standing partially on his head, while the
other was trying his best to walk on him Men rushed in to relieve the
situation. Wen the down horse regained his footing OGscar Johannesen had
hold of the line. The animal was still covered with fright, and as the
bridle bit had becone broken there was no attachnment to his head, so,
horseli ke, he bolted. M. Johannesen held to the |ine, however, and as
it tightened in the hane rings he had the horse up in the air, so to
speak, and held himtill the line gave way. Hi s great m stake was nade
in getting hold of the line — he should have had the tug.”

The next cars belonged to Fred Mosel ey, C.C. Canpbell and Nils Hoff.
“Each is a Ford runabout and enbraces the beauty and agility of a deer.
They glide al ong al nost noiselessly.”

“Ral ph Ednonds is about frantic over the non-arrival of his Buick.
He says: “Wen m ne does cone, | can run around and around those fell ows
all day long and then beat them”

Space forbids telling of all the runaways of those days, but one
time Broadway was practically cleared of teans, and there were hints of
| awsui ts.

Idaho Falls’ first car, a Reo, was driven down Broadway by Dr.
Bri dges on Septenber 20, 1906. Wth himin the car was Gty Electrician
Deiming. On Cctober 30, M. Deiming hinself got a car. These first
aut onobi |l es were nost interesting pieces of machinery to all who saw
them But their practical usefulness was greatly discounted — they were
nmerely a fad and a good deal of a nuisance. They were a disturbance to
our | ong-standard neans of |oconotion, the horse. But even so, the
scoffers did not realize that nmuch nore than horses’ peace of m nd was
threatened — his very existence was hanging in the bal ance.

Most new countries are opened up by neans of river travel. But
I daho has no navigable streamthat nmade a connecting link with ol der
civilization — horsepower was our dependence in early days. A horse
becanme much nore than a neans of travel — he was a traveling conpani on
I f autonobiles were to becone entirely obsolete in another ten years, we
woul d not cherish for themthe regret we feel over the passing of our
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friend, the horse.

In the sumrer of 1907 we find the first nmention of a picture show in
Idaho Falls. It was called the Crystal theatre, and was | ocated near
the present Manhattan café. “This is a nice little theatre. They wll
open every evening and give two shows, one at 8 o’ clock and one at
9 o' clock, with a change of program every Mnday and Thursday eveni ngs.
The admi ssion is only ten cents for an hour’s entertai nment.”

Cosely following the Crystal were the Star, Scenic and Dine, with
Bi Il Rohring, Count Wagner and Joe Ceorge as proprietors. W are unable
to find any reference to the owner of the Crystal.

An additional feature of these shows consisted of slides with
pi ctured songs. Wile the slides were being shown the song was sung.
Sone of the singers were Rose and Hel en Erickson, Beatrice Pike, Ms.
Van Canp and Joe Morley, J. Ed. Smth often gave the story of the noving
pictures as it was being shown; if the subject was religious one — |ike
the Passion Play — sone minister talked. These picture shows were very
popul ar and drew full houses.

The V.1.S. was behind the first hospital that was opened in |Idaho
Fall s, on Saturday, January 19, 1907. The hospital board was Ms. Frank
Sheppard, president; Ms. GH Htt, secretary: Ms. H K Linger,
treasurer; Ms. B.J. Briggs, Ms. G Oam Ms. CGeorge Sansel and Ms.
A. L. Campbell. Dr. dine began his work here at that tine, and his
surgical skill helped to popul arize the hospital.

The Odd Fel | ows’ hone east of town had been built in 1892, at an
expense of $13,000. There had never been enough orphans to have the
buil ding used for its original purpose, so in 1907 it was sold to Sinon
Martin and Hermman Wasserman for $9,200. Thirty-three acres of |and
bel onged to the property.

One of the V.1.S. was to get this property for a hospital.

The V.1.S. also nmade a special effort that summer to finish the
nunberi ng of residences so that mail delivery could be secured, though
they had worked on this project nore or less for two years.

One of their nost interesting plans that year was the organi zati on
of a public library. They held several “book showers,” and fromthe
list of donors which was published fromtine to tine, nearly every
famly in town hel ped furnish the shelves. Entertainnments were al so
given to raise funds for the newlibrary. The entertainers included
Ms. dine, Ms. Wsley Holden, Ms. Haley and Ms. Brookfield.

The Register of April 16, 1907, carried the headline: “Forget the
Crank,” and followed with an article which described the new buil di ng
erected by the tel ephone conpany, and the new tel ephone instrunents
whi ch automatically called “central.”

On January 1, 1907, Alma Marker first advertised the Victor
phonograph, the attentive little dog and “H s Master’s Voice.”

July 2, 1907, the Wadsworth Music Conpany started advertising the
Edi son phonogr aph.
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That year’s high school graduates had their group picture in the
Regi ster of June 21. They were Leopold Heller, Ruby Keefer, Enild
Reesor, Helen Col ver, Anna d son, Hazel Wod, Beth Gerhart, Mnnie
Ki efer, Ethel Brainard and Wl bur Elliott.

That spring when Watt H Il was excavating for water pipes on
GG Wight's property on south Capital Avenue, they encountered an old
buryi ng ground. Considerabl e specul ation and rem ni scence failed to
identify the remains of the half dozen or nore bodies reveal ed. Sone
old timers thought two of themwere the cowboys who were killed here in
1880, but others recoll ected that one of those nen was buried in
Bl ackfoot, and that the parents of the other one had renoved the body
and taken it east. It was also remenbered that two others were
unidentified freighters who had died here in 1876. M. Wight ordered
that the graves should not be nolested, and the ditch was nmade in a
di fferent place.

July 17, 1907 our pioneer furniture man, John Henry, sold a baby
buggy to the first Japanese child born in Idaho.

The spring of 1907 w tnessed on of our nost bitter city camnpaigns.
The Coltrman adm nistration of two years had nacadam zed three bl ocks on
Br oadway and practically conpleted the first unit of sewer district
No.1l. “Before and after” cuts of Broadway show a remnarkabl e contrast,

t he one taken before the nmacadam zi ng showing a scene i medi ately after
a rain, when Broadway | ooked |like a | ake and absol utely inpassable. The
adm ni strati on had been bl ocked by injunctions and ot her well-known

hi ndrances, from maki ng i nprovenents on the nunicipal plant. 1t |ooked
as if the logical issue that spring would be power and water. But the
G vic League was fornmed, and the canpai gn was ostensi bly conducted on a
nmoral reform plank, which resulted in the election as mayor of D. G
Platt, the forner city clerk. M. Platt had a majority of 13 votes.

The bitterness of the personal attacks and “mud-slinging” is best told

in an editorial in the Register a nonth after the election. It was
headed, “Wiy Not Quit?” “Never in the history of Idaho Falls has there
been so nmuch ill feeling on account of a city election as has been

caused by the recent election. Usually, when the election is over,

t hose who are defeated congratul ate those who are el ected and busi ness
goes on as usual; they greet each other on the street the sane as
formerly, but there seens to be a great difference now Mn who have
been warmfriends hardly speak as they neet in the course of the day,
and if there are business transactions, the matter is attended to as
though it were anong strangers. |Is it not time to call a halt? To say
the election is over, and we will all pull for a greater Idaho Falls.”

The new admi ni stration had granted a franchise to the | daho Power &
Transportati on Conpany before their contract for power was signed. Wen
this contract came up for consideration a little later, the |.P.& T.

Co., said they did not care whether or not they had a contract with the
city, since their franchise put themin a position to take care of al
excess | oad thenselves. So the city plant was still limted to its
present out put.

The first water taken out of Snake R ver on the west side was the
McLean m ning ditch, which was |ater known as the Porter canal and is
the first canal west of the bridge now A M. MLean took out this
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canal for placer mning, and planned to operate 20 Burlap nachi nes on
the river bank about half a mle below town. Later residents on the
west side figured that the water was nore valuable for irrigation than
for mning, and after the G eat Wstern canal was al so dug, the New
Sweden Irrigation district was formed and enbraced both canals.

The gol den sands which M. MlLean did not finish washing are now
being run into the concrete forns for the new city hall and ot her
bui | dings. Thormas A Edison is quoted, as early as 1882, as having an
interest in Snake river gold, and interesting hinself in devices for
saving the gold which was too fine for the nore crude processes then in
use. So the Register has had M. Edison as a head-liner for 48 years,
and he is good for bigger capitals now then he was half a century ago.

Quai l e and Edwards worked a placer claimabout a mle and a half up
the river fromtown for several seasons, and they clained to have
cl eaned up about $4,000 per man each season. “There is not a foot of
ground on either side of the river which will not pay.”

It was in 1886 that Fred T. Dubois was first elected as
congressi onal delegate. The Register supported M. Dubois in this
bitterly contested canpaign, in which the school question and religious
prejudi ce played a | arge part, and in which things were said which no
one woul d care to repeat now

The first Chinese cane into this country as placer mners. After
the white mners had finished and gone to new ground, these Chinese
woul d re-wash the dunps and re-clean the bedrock, and their careful and
pai nst aki ng work was rewarded with good noney. Thousands of themwere
brought in as laborers during railroad construction days, and when the
railroads were finished they settled in the various towns, running
restaurants, fruit and vegetabl e nmarkets and | aundries. Accounts do not
show themto have been disorderly nenbers of the community, but racia
prejudi ce seens to have run wild in sone cases, and in sone cases the
Chi nese were boycotted and often had to | eave town.

An organi zation in Eagl e Rock passed resol utions agai nst these

Oientals. “If a Chinaman is the only one who can nmake a boil ed shirt
| ook presentable, then let us sacrifice that nmuch pride to the good of
the community, and run these parasites out.” A Register editorial says:

“Yesterday we were inforned at the Chinese restaurant that there were 17
men took breakfast and that from 15 to 20 are regul ar boarders there,

but the Chinanen claimthat they nmake nothing on them but nmake their
money on their fruit and vegetables. W are conpelled to admt the fact
that the Chi nanen keep a better and nmuch larger variety of fruits and
veget abl es than can be purchased in the city el sewhere, and sell them at
much | ower prices; but we believe that if they were successfully
boycotted and driven out sone first class fruit and vegetabl e deal er
woul d | ocate here, and be able to supply the citizens with good goods at
reasonabl e prices.”

In 1886, the railroad conpany was negotiating with the Bannock and
Shoshone | ndi ans, through the governnent agents, for 1000 acres of
reservation land, to be used as a town site for Pocatello. “A report
has been current for the past few days that an order has been issued by
the Secretary of the Interior to the effect that all buildings on the
reservation in the vicinity of Pocatello nust be renoved at once.” “For
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the past six nmonths there has been a persistent runor that the railroad
shops at Shoshone and Eagle Rock will be noved to Pocatello. Al that
Supt. Blickensdorfer can do against the town of Eagle Rock will be done.
The stri ke of brakenen in June last is at the bottomof it, when he
first demanded that U. S. Marshal Dubois deputize 50 nen he had brought
here fromthe east, as nmarshals, and Dubois refused to do so. The same
demand was made upon Sheriff Sam Taylor, and he al so refused. Both of
these officers knew there was no necessity for anything of the kind.”

The railroad began its nove to Pocatell o by noving the ice houses,
and the car nmen were the first worknen to | eave Eagle Rock. April 23,
1887, a Pocatello news itemsaid; “The people of Eagle Rock who have
| ocated here are working at their new homes with a will, house painting,
sage brush clear and planting trees. They have called the row of houses
erected ‘Eagle Rock Row in nmenory of the late town.”

The people of Eagle Rock felt that the renoval of the shops woul d
mean the end of their town, and they becane al nost desperate in their
efforts to prevent the change being made. They wote to the president
of the United States, to railroad officials and to friends and
acquai ntances who m ght have influence in such quarters. There was nuch
feeling against Supt. Blickensdorfer personally, because he had nmade
remarks like: “We will nmake a flag station out of Eagle Rock.” The
final discouraging word cane on July 18, 1887, to Anderson Bros; “Qmaha,
Neb., July 1, 1887. Anderson Bros., Eagle Rock, ldaho. Gentlenmen: Wen
| met you at Eagle Rock sonme tine ago, | said to you | would inquire
into the matter of proposed renoval of shops from Eagle Rock to
Pocatell o, and let you know the results as early as possible. Since ny
return to Oraha | have canvassed this whol e question w th our peopl e,
and we have concluded that the change will have to be nmade as soon as
possi bl e after the change of gauge of the Uah & Northern is conpleted.
| assure you this change will be made in order to economically operate
the property, and with no other object in view It is of the utnost
i nportance that we should keep every itemdown to a mninum Pocatello
has been sel ected on account of it being the crossing point of the two
lines, and because we can do our repairing there without dividing it.
The conpany has the best of feelings towards Eagle Rock, and will do all
it can consistently to increase its business and prosperity.
Respectfully yours, T.J. Potter.”

July 4'" 1887, was a very quiet day in Eagle Rock. Several attended
a picnic celebration gotten up by the ranchers on Wllow Creek. The
town of Eagle Rock had received a real knockout blow, and tenporarily
its wind was gone. It didn’t even get synpathy, for its neighbors
seened to have sort of “thunbs down” feeling for it.

The first sign of returning life was on January 7'", 1888. *“At |ast
the citizens of Eagle Rock have concluded to do sonet hi ng towards
advertising the resources of the valley. An informal neeting was held
at the store of Anderson Bros. on Wdnesday, and an organi zation
effected, M. Robert Anderson being chosen chairman; S.C. Wnters,
secretary, and C. B. Weeler, treasurer.” They discussed Yell owstone
park travel, canals, a bridge across the south fork of the Snake river,
a road across the desert to Salnon river, and settling up the sage brush
pl ains. One nan even predicted that the day woul d come when | and woul d
be worth $30.00 an acre. The bridge across the south fork was inportant
because it would influence park travel to be outfitted at Eagl e Rock.
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Joseph A O ark was appointed to decide the feasibility of various
| ocations for this bridge. Qher believers in Eagle Rock at this tine
were Dick Chanberlain, MC Senter, N A Just, C C Tautphaus, Jas. E
Steel e, John Thomas, S.F. Taylor, John @enn, J. Ed. Smth, Ed. Henry,
WJ. Dineen, Wallace Ransay, Nate dark, Joe Brinson, C.E. Arney, A nm
Mar ker, WH.B. Crow and ot hers.

In spite of all this effort, Eagle Rock was near breathing it’'s
| ast.

In the latter part of 1887, Eagle Rock stood as a loser — it had
| ost the county seat, the appropriation for the asylum and it had | ost
the railroad shops. School attendance in Cctober of that year was only
53.

The Utah & Northern had finished rebuilding this road to a w de
gauge. On Monday, July 25, 1887, “the first train over the broad gauge
cane into Eagle Rock at 11:07 o' clock, Gd Oram engineer. There were
seven carl oads of coal and Supt. Blickenadorfer’s special car.” On the
arrival of the train, a cannon was fired, and a parade was forned,
headed by a banner which bore the words, “The flag station is stil
here.” Every newspaper along the |ine was supposed to have a
representative on this first broad gauge train, but the Register
decl i ned.

“The men enpl oyed in the shops have all left for various points —
nostly to Pocatello, and a fewto Montpelier. An order has been
received for all persons living in houses belonging to the railroad
conpany to vacate the sane, as the houses are being noved to Pocatello
i medi ately.”

It was in 1887 also that the McLean ditch (later known as the Porter
canal) dug to run twenty Burlap machines in Placer diggings just bel ow
town and across the river, was abandoned for that purpose, since the
gravel did not carry enough gold to nmake the proposition pay.

The Brooks House was cl osed for |ack of business. There were nany
enpty buildings on Front street, and some prophet of gloomplaced in a
wi ndow of a vacant building a picture of Eagle Rock, with doors sw nging
on broken hinges, grass growing in the streets, and coyotes howing in
t he near background. The remaining residents agreed that they didn't
want any nore of railroad tows. They felt that they had al so | ost out
inthe political gane and their tax noney was being spent in other towns
for salaries and to support state institutions. The things on which
t hey had depended in the past had failed them and they realized that if
they were to have a town, it nust be built up in sone other way.

On January 11, 1888, a second public neeting was held in Anderson
Bros. store with Robert Anderson as chairman, and the assenbly agreed to
call itself a board of trade. That afternoon, CS. Wnters drove out to
C.W Burgess to buy and reopen the Brooks House, and he consented to do
this. He also said he would give $500 as the beginning of a fund to
build a flour mll. But the other nmen insisted they would do the
subscri bing, and M. Burgess should build the mlIl hinself. M. Burgess
Agreed that he had from $2,000 to $5, 000 which was available if a good
mller could be secured to take charge. This mller was found in August
Inglenen, a “practical mller of twelve years’ experience,” with $4, 000
in cash which he would put into the enterprise. Qher stock was
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subscribed in amounts from $5 to $25, nuch of it by farners, till
$35,000 was totaled. The Z.C. MI. subscribed $500, the Cooperative
Wagon and Machi ne conpany $400 and Anderson Bros. $300. Judge Rogers
was chosen as Chairman and Robert Wnn secretary to | ook after
subscriptions, and Joseph A. dark was appointed to ook after a water
right in fromthe Porter canal for power purposes. It was found that a
perpetual right in the Porter canal could be purchased for $5 an inch,
and about six hundred i nches were needed.

M. Burgess reported progress on his canal, taken fromthe river
about 25 m | es above Eagl e Rock, Janes E. Steel e spoke about the Snake
Ri ver Water conpany’s canal, and the Eagl e Rock and WI | ow Creek canal
and advi sed the consolidation of these two projects. This was done at a
|ater date. Ed. Henry advocated the building of a foothill canal.
Meanwhil e the McLean ditch had fallen into the hands of M. Porter, an
eastern man who had put Joseph A. dark in charge of it, and re-
christened it the Porter canal. M. Cdark reported at this neeting that
t he canal woul d be extended sone four mles southward, where it woul d
bring 12,000 acres under cultivation.

The Register files of the late 80's show C W Burgess to have been
one of Eagle Rock’s nost loyal citizen's, backing up his faith with his
pocket book.

M. Burgess was a native of Nova Scotia, and died here Sept. 6,
1889, at 42 years of age. “He was largely interested in canal schenes,
and one of the owners of the flour mll, now nearly conpleted. There is
not a man whose | oss woul d have been felt as greatly as that of M.
Burgess. The funeral will take place at the Baptist church, under the
auspi ces of Bingham Lodge No. 14, 1.OQF.”

By 1888 there was a growing spirit of confidence in the |and of the
valley — that this was really a farmng area. The Snake R ver | ooked
i nexhaustible, and | and was easily acquired by honestead, pre-enption,
desert entry and tinber culture. It was reckoned that |and cost about
$8 and acre, which included government fees and a permanent water right.
Water rights could usually be paid for in work on the canals with teans,
at the rate of five or six cents a yard. A man mght have stock or a
water right in a particular canal, but he was interested in every cana
and the irrigation of the whole valley. It was a period of al nost
perfect co-operation and of great devel opnent.

C.C. Taut phaus, Joseph A dark, Casper Sauer, N A Just and D ck
Chanberl ain started the |Idaho canal and the gates were opened Novenber
18, 1890; the Coffer damwas bl own out and the water run down the big
new canal for a denonstration. It was the occasion for a rea
cel ebration, 100 nmen and wonen havi ng a basket |unch at the headgates as
they witnessed the opening of the largest irrigation project thus far
devel oped.

The people of the valley were so enthusiastic that it attracted the
attention of outside investors, and J.H Hol nes of Denver was one such
visitor. He was nuch inpressed with the prospects here, and was soon
joined by WIllis G Emerson, D.W H gbee and AM York. They originated
the “ldaho Falls Town conpany,” and “bought the townsite and outlying
and.”
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The town was still Eagle Rock, and, his associates voted down M.
Hol nes’ new nane at first; but he painted a wonderful picture of the
power in the Snake river to run sawrills and other industries, of the
Nort hwestern railroad comng fromFort Casper down the South Fork, of
the Union Pacific building an extension to Yell owstone park, of adjacent
coal fields and sandstone quarries, and a rich farm ng area back of it

all. He could see 600 bushels an acre of potatoes, and 54 to 60 bushels
of wheat.
The old timers all liked the nane of Eagl e Rock and could see no

reason for changing it; but M. Holnmes believed in a new start, and sone
undercurrent of influence was brought to bear by which the post office
depart nment changed the nanme of the post office on January 1, 1890, to
“ldaho Falls.” Although no previous nmention of this was nade, the

Regi ster nmust have been aware of the inpending change of nane, for on
January 2, they changed their date-line and al so reduced the size of the
sheet, so the Register had a new face to greet the new post office.

There was consi derabl e rebellious talk about pronoters taking things
out of the hands of older residents — even sonme threats of violence —
but it didn't reach the ears of Uncle Sam or at least it didn't disturb
him and presently the town becane known as |daho Falls.

The real scarcity of noney in the 1893 panic is well illustrated by
a bit of Idaho Falls history. The mnes at Butte and Anaconda had
cl osed and had sent many unenpl oyed nmen southward. Partly in order to
furnish enpl oynent for nen out of work, Idaho Falls on Cctober 16, 1893
voted $20,000 worth of city inprovenent bonds, to be used in installing
a water systemand in street work. They were first bonds, but they
could not be sold anywhere.

Housewi ves coul d never tell how many requests for neals a day m ght
bring forth; but people were usually as generous as their circunstances
would permit. “One day last week, it is said, a tranp went to the
resi dence of Henry Ward Beecher Crow to beg for sonething to eat. The
poor fellow, not w shing to undergo any usel ess exertions, renmarked to
Crow, “Say, pard, how did you fare in there?”

There were many accounts in the |ocal papers of hold-ups and
robberies. Coxey was linking up his arny to march on to WAshi ngton, and
reports and di scussions of his activity inpresses the dire need on a
our m nds, nost of the people whose hones were in this valley were not
in actual want.

There was one rabbit drive that was held near Market Lake (Roberts).
At | east two hundred people took part in the drive; nmen and boys were
stationed about fifty feet apart when they started, and they gradually
closed in as they neared the stock yards. The rabbits were run into a
doubl e-deck sheep car — it |ooked as if there were thousands of them
The car was shipped back to “the starving people of Nebraska.” A
carl oad of provisions — flour and potatoes - was also collected from
this locality and shipped for Nebraska relief.

It was in 1893 that Brig. Adans brought from Jackson’s Hole thirty-

one head of yearling el k which he had captured during the winter. They
were sent to a park in Chicago.
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Strikes were prevalent, even in Idaho. The nost disturbing feature
here was the delay in canal construction — work that was pl anned but
could not be conpleted for |ack of funds. A desert entry on land had to
be conpleted in three years, but to nake final proof it was necessary to
show beneficial use of water on the land. People had taken up the |and
with the expectation of getting water in nmuch | ess than three years, had
cleared off the sage brush and nade inprovenents. “Snoopers” were
al ways on the | ook-out to “junp” a claimwhose final date was past.
Appeal s were nmade to Washington for extension of tinme until the water
could be put on the |land; but Congress was too busy quarreling over
tariff and the price of silver to be disturbed over Iand in |daho.
Congressnmen were held in rather | ow esteem by many | daho Newspapers and
their constituents because of this |lack of interest.

The “Dalton Gang” represented an el ement which was quite nunerous,
and the Tines has one big, “Heel Yourself,” which gives warning that one
McCarthy was not killed as reported, but was nuch alive and headed this
way. The article surmses that |Idaho Falls does not have nmuch [ oot to
attract such a bandit, and that he is nore likely to be traveling toward
Jackson Hol e as a hiding place.

There was sone tal k of organizing vigilantes, especially to take
care of claimjunpers. But even if nobney was scarce, people were not
afraid to work, and man-power and horse-power acconplished many things
inthis valley with a very small amount of cash. Prine steers were
worth $3.50 per cwt. in QOraha; choice, heavy hogs $4.75; choice nutton,
$2. 25.

Wrrk on additional bridges dragged, but “B.J. Briggs has been
awarded the contract for the building of a Market Lake bridge over the
Snake R ver, his bid being $9,000. The bridge will consist of two
spans, of 180 feet each. Wrk will begin as soon as possible, and the
structure nust be conpleted by Cctober 15'".” This itemwas July 13,
1893.

This valley narrowWy m ssed having a town naned G and Rapids, “Sone
time ago several enterprising men of Lewisville, prom nently anong whom
are ER Haw ey, Ed. Ellsworth, WII| WAl ker, Dye Arnstrong, Lyman Tayl or
and ot hers, conceived the idea of erecting a flouring mll and opening a
town site on the grand rapids of the Snake river, just above the
headgat es of the Idaho canal, and near Bear Island. It is about five
mles fromLewisville, ten mles fromldaho Falls, and twenty-three
mles fromRexburg. Gand Rapids would be the natural shipping point
for the South Fork country, and owing to the roads, is far better for
Rexburg and all sections of the North Fork, than Market Lake. From
Rexburg it is only twenty-three mles, and there is no sand or rough
| ava beds to pull over. The upper WIlow Creek country woul d probably
do their shipping here, and it is also expected that a road will be
built so as to reach the Lost River country. The site of G and Rapids
is beautiful and conveniently |ocated, and would seemto have been
fitted up by Nature’s own hand expressly for this purpose. It is bel ow
the nosquite belt and above the sand belt, with anple resources of good
pure water. County seat not wanted.”

The principal of the school in the fall of 1893 was A D. Martin, and
he had an enrol |l nent of 30; Susie Cark, internedi ate teacher, had 48;
Lydi an Hadl ey primary room had 62.
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Even social affairs reflected the tendency of the days. “Hard Ti nes”
socials and “Hard Ti nes” dances were popular. The Yearian girls from
Lewi sville were popul ar menbers of the social set here. Itens in the
newspapers were apt to be a bit facetious, especially if they were in
the Tines. “Two gay youths | ast Sunday, with their |adies, started for
the foothills on a pleasure drive. In crossing a slough near Sand C eek
one of the gallants veered a little fromthe nmain travel ed road and as a
consequence the horse and buggy stuck fast in the mud. Both the boys
were somewhat rattled and chagrined when they found it necessary to rol
up their pantal oons and underalls above the high-water mark and wade in
and assist the horse out of his predicanent. It is no nore than natura
that the | adi es blushed at the ungainly spectacle the two | ads
presented, but no doubt the gay Lotharios expected to gain favor by the
heroi ¢ hardship they were undergoing. As we haven't the right to

publish the names, if we did our nane mght be “Dennis.” At any rate,
foot-baths in Sand Creek without the aid of G andpa s Soap, is one of
the latest society innovations.” (Qther contenporary itens indicate

that these young nen m ght have been Sam Dennis and Gene Wight, and
that they were driving Gb Wight's horse.)

In the spring of 1894 the papers commented a good deal on the
col oni zation of the west side by the Swedes. By July, 1894, the filling
of the jails with “Coxeyites” becane quite a problem and at |ast Judge
Beatty gave orders that the jails would be enptied of all such prisoners
if the Union Pacific would furnish transportation for themto the pl aces
fromwhich they cane. By fall of that year, various townsnmen were
predicting that better tinmes were near at hand; but the npbst inportant
of those was the opening of the G eat Feeder on June 22, 1895.

The three topics that seem paranmount in our |ocal papers in 1898
were worren in politics, the Kl ondi ke rush, and the Spani sh Amrerican war.
The Regi ster was much opposed to the political activity of the I|adies,
but the Tines encouraged t hem

But the wonmen were not seeking either approval or disapproval.
Much of their activity was expressed through the Village I nprovenent
Soci ety, which was organized May 8, 1898, with Ms. Curley as president
and Ms. Reesor as secretary. “Anong the wonen who have al ready j oi ned
are Mesdanes Curley, Chapin, La Rue, Lindsay, L.T. Mtchell, Scott,
Reesor and J. Ed. Smith.” Alittle later they had 67 menbers enrolled,
and they mapped out a program of civic inprovenent, and nearly every
council meeting found one of their commttees present, with requests for
cooper ati on.

One of their first activities was to investigate the town water
tank, and when it was found to contain two feet of sedinment — including
dead fish — they demanded a better water supply.

The wonen thensel ves started to clean up neglected alleys, one such
bei ng between the Consolidated I nplenent Conpany (the “Con 1”) and the
Col t man Lunber yard. The next nove was to ask the council to guarantee
that citizens would use certain alley trash boxes that the V.I.S would
provide, and that the city would enpty them To provide the boxes, GG
Wight and E.P. Coltman each furni shed 500 feet of |unber, Tommy Shannon
furnished nails, Louis Elg the paint, and Fred Wllits did the lettering
and nunbering. Dick Boorer agreed to place the boxes.
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The V.1.S. believed in optimsmand co-operation, and publicly and
t hrough the press, urged people to make this their honme, to believe in
it and to boost for it, or else to get out. They advocated a public
readi ng room public parks, fencing and general care of the cenetery, a
hospital, and adequate water works and an electric light plant.

The WC. T.U. was also very active, and effective enough that the
sal oons nmade many concessions and agreed to many regulations to try to
paci fy them — they set regular closing hours, agreed not to sell whiskey

to nmen already drunk or to mnors, etc., if a conplaint was | odged
agai nst sone man as being an habitual drunkard, they agreed not to sel
himany nore drinks. It was entirely the wonen’s efforts that had

brought about this state of affairs in the |iquor business.

Politicians were given to understand that the men mght still hold
nmost of the offices, but if they were wi se, they would have regard for
the wi shes of their fem nine constituents.

On April 28, 1898, at the honme of Ms. Reesor, was held the first
meeting of the “Child s Union,” the fore-runner of our present Boy
Scouts and Canp Fire Grls. The wonen appointed as an organi zation
conmttee were Mesdanes Hol den, Brunt, Mdelland, Rosenberger, WII son,
T.J. Smth, J.R Mson, Geo. Chapin, Reesor, and Mss WII son.

The real rush to the Klondike lasted only a few nonths, but it
amounted to a frenzy while it did last. “Yukon, nuggets, Chil koot Pass
and Dawson City” becane household words overnight. The C. C Taut phaus
party was the nobst notable one fromhere. M. Tautphaus was an
advent urous, pioneering spirit, who had been hard hit by the financi al
depressi on, and when he headed a party for the Klondi ke, he was given
financial and noral support by a |large nunmber of well-w shers, many of
whom woul d have been glad to go with him He wote nost interesting
reports of his adventures in Al aska and they were read and di scussed
very generally. In one letter he says, “If God forgives nme, |I'Il never
put horses through such an ordeal again.”

But the war claimed sone space too, and the attitude of the day is
reflected in a local editorial: “W have had 35 years of peace, and with
the hard times that have seared nen’s souls for the past six years nen
| ook forward to the comng of war as a real blessing, believing it wll
i ncrease the business of the country and have a tendency to draw

attention fromour present business depression. | believe a good,
honest, stand-up fight, once in about so often, is necessary to cl eanse
the noral atnosphere. It purges the body of the nation, nakes it
heal t hi er and stronger. The rude shack of war is needed to pause the
peopl e from stagnation, and to purify and el evate the national life.”
The U.S. battleship Maine was bl own up in Havana harbor on Feb. 15,
1898, killing 266 Anerican sailors. |daho has no seaports, but we took
an interest in the war just the sanme, and one of our well-known
citizens, Bert Genwell, “is the happy father of an invention that bids
fair to revolutionize nodern warfare. It is a gun whose notive power is

dynam te, and which shoot inmmense quantities of barbed wire. A pound of
barbed wire, upon being discharged fromthe gun, will spread out a rod
long, and taking a whirling notion, will clean out everything in its
path.”

132



The Spani sh American war had its songs, like all other wars. At a

patriotic concert in Arnmory hall in June, 1898, we find “M/ Sweetheart
Veént Down on the Maine,” sung by Mss Nellie Cutter; “Tenting on the Add
Camp G ound,” by Geo. D. HIll; “In My Prison Cell I Sit,” by Dr. Reesor;

“Down Went the Battleship Miine,” by Ms. Jackson; “Just Before the
Battl e, Mdther,” by Janes Fryer; “Babylon is Fallen,” by Ms. Mason and
chorus; “Sailing by Cuba,” by Ms. Parks; “Remenber the Maine,” by M.
Fryer; Dr. Reesor then gave his favorite, “The Sword of Bunker H Il ,”
and Ms. Jones |ed the singing of “The Star-Spangl ed Banner.”

Governor Steunenberg’s call for 800 volunteers froml|daho was issued
April 27, 1898, and was answered inmedi ately by a conmpany of twenty-four
fromldaho Falls, who left here May 4. They were, Rudol ph Weidt,

Chas. F. Johnson, Carl R Schotto, John Wallenstein, L.A Strunk, Jens
Larsen, L.A. Smth, GQust A Carlson, Wn Cowey, RJ. Kettenneier, J.S.
Mul l'iner, Jr., Homer McMillin, WC. Kennedy, C Smth, Wn F. Onens,
Mark Gorham Chas. C. Barnes, John J. Townsend, Henry Reeder, Oscar El g,
Lewis B. Smth, Robt. J. Onen, Horace C. McWirk, Peter Marker.

Andrew Marker had already enlisted with a conpany from Pocatel |l o,
and the first Idaho boy to enlist was David Bybee, Jr., who volunteered
whil e at school at Kansas City. M. Bybee has been an enpl oyee of the
Ti mes- Regi ster for many years.
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